
LAWS 
OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

No. l 

AN ACT 
To reenact in part and to further amend the act, approved the 

third day of June, one thousand nine hundred thirty-seven 
(Pamphlet Laws 1333), entitled "An act concerning elections, 
including general, municipal, special and primary elections, 
the nomination of candidates, primary and election expenses 
and election contests; creating and defining membership of 
county boards of elections; imposing duties upon the Secretary 
of the Commonwealth, courts, county boards of elections, 
county commissioners; imposing penalties for violation of the 
act, and codifying, revising and consolidating the laws relating 
thereto; and repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating 
to elections," by further regulating elections; authorizing and 
providing a procedure for the voting of qualified electors serv
ing in the armed forces of the United States or any qualified 
bedridden or hospitalized veterans; imposing additional duties 
upon the various county boards of elections and election officers, 
chairmen of political parties or committees, and officers and 
employes of certain political subdivisions; placing costs upon 
the Commonwealth; authorizing appropriations by cities of 
the first class and counties; further regulating the last days 
for filing and circulating nomination petitions and nomination 
papers, the withdrawal of nominated candidates, the payment 
of fees by persons nominated at primary elections, the filing 
of substitute nomination certificates to fill vacancies caused 
by the withdrawal of candidates, and the date of the primary 
election. 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn
sylvania hereby enacts as follows: 

Section 1. Clause (w) of section 102 of the act, ap
proved the third day of June, one thousand nine hundred 
thirty-seven (Pamphlet Laws 1333), entitled "An act 
concerning elections, including general, municipal, spe
cial and primary elections, the nomination of candidates, 
primary and election expenses and election contests ; cre
ating and defining membership of county boards of elec
tions; imposing duties upon the Secretary of the Com
monwealth, courts, county boards of elections, county 
commissioners; imposing penalties for violation of the 
act, and codifying, revising and consolidating the laws 
relating thereto; and repealing certain acts and parts of 
acts relating to elections,'' as temporarily amended by 
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"Pennsylvania 
Election Code." 

Clause (w) of 
section 102, act 
of June 3, 1937, 
P. L. 1333, re
eirn.cted and 
amended. 



Section 102, said 
act, amended by 
adding, at end 
thereof, new 
subsection (x}. 

Subsection (c) 
of section 305, 
said act, tem
porarlly amended 
by act of March 
9, 1945, P. L. 
29, reenacted 
and amended. 

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

the act, approved the ninth day of March, one thousand 
nine hundred and forty-five (Pamphlet Laws 29), is 
hereby reenacted and amended to read as follows: 

Section 102. De:finitions.-The following words, when 
used in this act, shall have the following meanings, un
less otherwise clearly apparent from the context: 

* • • • • 
( w) The term "qualified elector in actual military 

service'' shall mean a qualified elector of this Common
wealth, who is or may be in the military or naval service 
of the United States or any branch or unit thereof, [or 
in the Merchant Marine of the United States, or serving 
in the American Red Cross, the Society of Friends, the 
Women's Auxiliary Service Pilots, the American Field 
Service or the United Service Organizations attached to 
and serving with the armed forces of the United States,] 
and regardless of whether such person is registered or 
enrolled in accordance with law. 

Section 2. Section 102 of said act is hereby amended 
by adding, at the end thereof, a new subsection to read 
as follows: 

( x) The term "qualified bedridden or hospitalized 
veteran" shall mean any qualified elector of this Com
monwealth who may be unavoidably absent from the 
State or county of his residence because of his being bed
ridden or hospitalized dite to illness or physical disa
bility contracted or suffered in connection with, or as a 
direct result of, his military service. 

Section 3. Subsection ( c) of section 305 of said act, 
as temporarily amended by the act, approved the ninth 
day of March, one thousand nine hundred forty-five 
(Pamphlet Laws 29), is hereby reenacted and amended 
to read as follows: 

Section 305. Expenses of County Boards and of Pri
maries and Elections to Be Paid by County; Expenses of 
Special Elections; Boards to be Provided with Offices.-

( c) The Commonwealth shall reimburse each city of 
the first class and county for [the actual] election ex
penses incurred in and incidental to preparing, handling, 
mailing, delivering, counting and storing official military 
ballots and veterans' official ballots as herein provided 
in [a] the sum [not to exceed] of forty cents (40c) for 
each such ballot mailed or delivered. 

Each county board of elections shall file in the De
partment of State, not later than thirty days after every 
election, on a form prescribed by the Department of 
State, a statement of the number of ballots mailed or 
delivered in such manner as is now or may hereafter be 
provided l'iy law to electors in actual military service 
and to bedridden or hopitalized veterans. 
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The Department of State shall ascertain and fix the 
amount due, as herein provided, to each city of the first 
class and county for [actual] election expenses incurred, 
and by requisition in the usual course shall provide for 
payment of such amounts so found due from moneys 
appropriated to the Department of State for such pur
pose, or shall prorate the moneys so appropriated among 
the several cities of the first class and counties to be 
reimbursed, if the amount so appropriated shall not be 
sufficient for the payment in full to each city of the first 
class and county of the amount found to be due. 

Section 4. Sections six hundred four, nine hundred 
four and nine hundred five of said act, as last amended 
by the act, approved the fifth day of March, one thousand 
nine hundred forty-seven (Pamphlet Laws 35), are here
by amended to read as follows: 

Section 604. [Fall] Summer Primary; Officers to be 
Nominated.-Theri shall be a [Fall] Summer primary 
preceding each municipal election which shall be held on 
the [second] fourth Tuesday of [September] July in all 
odd-numbered years. Candidates for all offices to be 
filled at the ensuing municipal election shall be nomi
nated at the [Fall] Summer primary. 

Section 904. Municipal Clerks and Party Chairmen 
to Furnish Information as to Offices to Be Filled.-To 
assist the respective county boards in ascertaining the 
offices to be filled, it shall be the duty of the clerks or 
secretaries of the various cities, boroughs, towns, town
ships, school districts and poor districts, with the advice 
of their respective solicitors, on or before the [tenth] 
twelfth Tuesday preceding the [Fall] Summer primary, 
to send to the county boards of their respective counties 
a written notice setting forth all city, borough, town, 
township, school district and poor district offices to be filled 
in their respective subdivisions at the ensuing municipal 
election, and for which candidates are to be nominated 
at the ensuing primary. It shall also be the duty of the 
chairman of the State committee of each political party 
to forward to the Secretary of the Commonwealth and to 
the respective county boards, on or before the [tenth J 
twelfth Tuesday preceding the Spring primary, a written 
notice setting forth the number of delegates and alter
nate delegates to the National convention of such party 
who are to be elected in the State at large at the ensuing 
primary, and the number of such delegates and alternate 
delegates who are to be elected at said primary in such 
county, or in any district within such county, or of 
which it forms a part. The said notice shall also set forth 
the number of members of the National committee, if 
any, who, under the National party rules, are to be 
elected at the said primary in the State at large, and 
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Sections 604, 
904 and 905. 
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of March 5, 
1947, P. L. 35, 
fnrther amended. 
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P. L. 35 and 
June 10, 1947, 
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the number of members of the State committee to be 
elected at the said primary in such county, or in any 
district, or part of a district within such county. It 
shall also be the duty of the chairman Df the county com
mittee and, in cases where a city is coextensive with a 
county, the chairman of the city committee of each party, 
on or before the [tenth] twelfth Tuesday preceding the 
Spring primary, to send to the county board of such 
county a written notice setting forth all party offices to 
be filled in the county at the ensuing primary. 

Section 905. Secretary of the Commonwealth to 
Notify County Board of Certain Nominations to Be 
Made.-On or before the [tenth] twelfth Tuesday pre
ceding each primary, the Secretary of the Common
wealth shall send to the county board of each county a 
written notice designating all the offices for which candi
dates are to be nominated therein, or in any district of 
which such county forms a part, or in the State at large, 
at the ensuing primary, and for the nomination to which 
candidates are required to file nomination petitions in 
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, includ
ing that of President of the United States; and shall 
also in said notice set forth the number of presidential 
electors, United States Senators, Representatives in 
Congress and State Dfficers, including senators, repre
sentatives and judges of courts of record, to be elected at 
the succeeding November election by a vote of the elec
tors of the State at large, or by a vote of the electors 
of the county, or of any district therein, or of any dis
trict of which such county forms a part. 

Section 5. Section nine hundred six of said act, as 
last amended by the acts, approved the fifth day of 
March, one thousand nine hundred forty-seven (Pam
phlet Laws 35) and the tenth day of June, one thousand 
nine hundred forty-seven (Pamphlet Laws 487), is 
hereby further amended to read as follows: 

Section 906. Publication of Notice of Officers to Be 
Nominated and Elected.-Beginning not earlier than 
[nine] eleven weeks, nor later than [eight] ten weeks 
before any regular Spring or [Fall] Summer primary, 
the county board of each county shall publish in news
papers, as provided by section 106 of this act, a notice 
setting forth the number of delegates and alternate dele
gates to the National convention of each party who are 
to be elected in the State at large at the ensuing primary, 
and the number of delegates and alternate delegates 
who are to be elected at the said primary in said county, 
or in any district of which said county or part thereof 
forms a part, and also setting forth the names of all 
public offices for which n6minations are to be made, and 
the names of all party offices, including that of mem-
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bers of the National committee, if any, and State com
mittee, for which candidates are to be elected at said 
primary in said county, or in any district of which such 
county or part thereof forms a part, or in the State at 
large. Said notice shall contain the date of the primary, 
and shall be published once each week for two successive 
weeks in counties of the first and second class and once 
in all other counties. 

Section 6. Section 908 of said act is hereby amended 
to read as follows : 

Section 908. Manner of Signing Nominatiotl Peti
tions; Time of Circulating.-Each signer of a nomination 
petition shall sign but one such petition for each office 
to be filled, and shall declare therein that he is a regis
tered and enrolled member of the party designated in 
such petition: Provided, however, That where there are 
to be elected two or more persons to the same office, each 
signer may sign petitions for as many candidates for 
such office as, and no more than, he could vote for at 
the succeeding election. He shall also declare therein 
that he is a qualified elector of the county therein named, 
and in case the nomination is not to be made or candi
dates are not to be elected by the electors of the State at 
large, of the political district therein named, in which 
the nomination is to be made or the election is to be held. 
He shall add his occupation and residence, giving city, 
borough or township, with street and number, if any, 
and shall also add the date of signing, expressed in 
words or numbers: Provided, however, That if the said 
political district named in the petition lies wholly within 
any city, borough or township, or is coextensive with 
same, it shall not be necessary for any signer of a nomi
nation petition to state therein the city, borough or town
ship of his residence. No nomination petition shall be 
circulated prior to [thirty (30)] twenty (20) days be
fore the last day on which such petition may be filed, 
and no signature shall be counted unless it bears date 
within [thirty (30)] twenty ( 20) days of the last day 
of filing the same. · 

Section 7. Subsection ( d) of section nine hundred 
thirteen of said act, as last amended by the act, ap
proved the fifth day of March, one thousand nine hun
dred forty-seven (Pamphlet Laws 35), is hereby further 
amended to read as follows : 

Section 913. Place and Time of Filing Nomination 
Petitions; Filing Fees.-

• . . . . 
( d) All nomination petitions shall be filed at least 

[fifty (50)] sixty-four (64) days prior to the primary. 
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Section 8. Subsection (b) of section 953 of said act 
is hereby amended to read as follows : 

Section 953. Place and Time of Filing Nomination 
Papers.-

* • • • • 
(b) No nomination paper shall be circulated prior to 

[thirty] twenty ( 20) days before the last day on which 
such paper may be filed, and no signature shall be 
counted unless it bears a date within [thirty (30)] 
twenty ( 20) days of the last day of filing the same. 

Sectwn 9. Subsection ( c) of said section 953 and 
sections 978 and 978.1 of said act, as last amended by 
the act, approved the fifth day of March, one thousand 
nine hundred forty-seven (Pamphlet Laws 35), are 
hereby further amended to read as follows : 

·Section 953. Place and Time of Filing Nomination 
Papers.-

• * • • • 
( c) All nomination papers must be filed at least 

[twenty (20)] forty-four ( 44) days prior to the date 
of the primary election. 

Section 978. Withdrawal of Nominated Candidates. 
-Any person who has been nominated by any political 
party or political body, in accordance with the provi
sions of this act, as a candidate for the office of presi
dential elector, United States Senator, Representative in 
Congress or for any State office, including that of sena
tor, representative and judge of court of record, may 
withdraw his name from nomination by request in writ
ing, signed by him and acknowledged before an officer 
qualified to take acknowledgment of deeds, and filed in 
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth. Any 
person who has been similarly nominated as a candidate 
for any other office may withdraw his name from nomi
nation by similar request, filed with the county board 
of elections of the proper county. Such written with
drawals shall be filed with the Secretary of the Com
monwealth or the county board of elections, as the case 
may be, at least sixty-five (65) days previous to the day 
of the general or municipal election [and at least twenty
five days previous to the day of the municipal election]. 
Such withdrawals to be effective must be received in the 
office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth not later than 
five (5) o'clock P. M. on the last day for filing same, 
and in the office of any county board of elections not 
later than the ordinary closing hour of said office on the 
last day for filing same. No name so withdrawn shall be 
printed upon the ballot or ballot labels. No candidate 
may withdraw any withdrawal notice already received 
and filed, and thereby reinstate his nomination. 
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Section 978.1. Vacancy in Party Nomination by 
Failure to Pay Filing Fee.-Every person nominated at 
any primary election as the candidate of any political 
party for any office, oth~r than a borough, town, town
ship, school district or poor district office, or the office of 
alderman, justice of the peace, or constable, who has not 
paid the filing fee required by section nine hundred 
thirteen of this act, as amended, for the filing of a ll{>mi
uation petition for such office, shall pay the amount of 
such fee to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, or to 
the county board of elections, as the case may be, at 
least sixty-five (65) days previous to the day of the gen
eral or municipal election [or at least twenty-five days 
previous to the day of the municipal election] at which 
such candidate's name would appear on the ballot. 
Failure to pay such fee within the time herein pre
scribed shall result in a vacancy in such party nomina
tion. Such vacancy shall be filled in the manner herein
after provided for the filling of such vacancies happen
ing by reason of the death or withdrawal of any can
didate. 

Section 10. Subsection (a) of section nine hundred 
eighty-one of said act, as last amended by the act, ap
proved the fifth day of July, one thousand nine hun
dred forty-seven (Pamphlet Laws 1358), is hereby 
further amended to read as follows : 

Section 981. Time for Filing Substituted Nomina
tion Certificates.-(a) Substituted nomination certifi
cates to fill vacancies caused by the withdrawal of can
didates nominated at primaries or by nomination papers 
shall be filed with the Secretary of the Commonwealth 
or proper county board of elections, as the case may be; 
at least [fifty] fifty-five ( 55) days before the day of the 
general or municipal election [and at least twenty days 
before the day of the municipal election] : Provided, 
however, That no substituted nomination certificate by 
a political body may be filed until after the primary 
election. 

Section 11. Said act is hereby amended by adding 
thereto, immediately following Article XII, two new 
Articles XIII and XIII-A to read as follows: 

ARTICLE XIII 
Voting By Persons In Actual Military Service 

Section 1301. Qualified Electors in Actual Military 
Service.-Any qualified elector in actual military service 
may vote tinder the provisions of this act in any election 
held in this Commonwealth, regardless of whether at the 
time of voting he is present in the election district of 
his ·residence, or is within or without this Common
wealth, and regardless of whether he is registered or 
enrolled. 
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Section 1302. Applications for Official Military 
Ballots.-( a) Any qualified elector in actual military 
service may apply at any time before any election for 
an official military ballot on Form USWBC F&rm No. 1 
or any other form supplied by the Federal Government, 
or by post card, letter or other writing, addressed to the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania o·r the 
county board of election of the county in which his vot
ing residence is located. 

(b) The application shall contain the fallowing in
formation: Residence at the time of entrance into actual 
military service, length of time a citizen, length of ·resi
dence in Pennsylvania, date of birth, length of time a 
resident of voting district, voting district, party choice 
in case of primary, name, rank or grade, military ad
dress, branch of service and se·rial number. When such 
application is received by the Secretary of the Common
wealth it shall be forwarded to the proper county board 
of election. 

( c) The application for a military ballot in any elec
tion may be made or information supplied over the signa
ture of any person who is familiar with the voting quali
fications of the military elector, as reqitired in the pre
ceding. subsection. 

( d) The various coitnty boards of election, upon re
ceipt of any application, shall ascertain from the in
formation on s11,ch application, district register or from 
any other source that such applicant possessed all the 
qualifications of a qualified elector other than being 
registered or enrolled. 

Section 1303. Official Military Ballots.-(a} Ballots 
for use by such military electors under the provisions 
of this act shall be prepared sufficiently in advance by 
the county boards of election and shall be distributed by 
such boards as hereinafter provided. Such ballots shall 
be marked "Official Military Ballot" but shall not be 
numbered and shall otherwise be in substantially the 
form for ballots required by article ten of this act, which 
form shall be determined and prescribed by the Secre
tary of the Commonwealth. 

(b) In cases where there is not time, in the opinion 
of the county boards of election, to print on said ballots 
the names of the varioits candidates for district, county 
and local offices, the ballots shall contain blank spaces 
only imder the titles of s1wh offices in which electors 
may insert the names of the candidates for whom they 
desire to vote, and in such cases the co1mty boards of 
election shall furnish to electors lists containing the 
names of all the candidates who have been reg1ilarly 
nominated itnder the provisions of this act, for the use 
of such electors in preparing their ballots. 
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Section 1304. Envelopes for Official Military Bal
lots.-The county boards of election shall provide two 
additional envelopes for each official military ballot of 
such size and shape as shall be prese:ribed by the Secre
tary of the Commonwealth, in order to permit the plac
ing of one within the other and both within the mailing 
envelope. On the smaller of the two envelopes to be 
enclosed in the mailing envelope shall be printed, 
stamped or endorsed the words "Official Military Bal
lot," and nothing else. On the larger of the two en
velopes, to be enclosed within the mailing envelope, shall 
be printed the affidavit of the elector, together with the 
jurat of the person in whose presence the ballot is marked 
and before whom the affidavit is made, and the name and 
address of the county board of election of the proper 
county. Said affidavit, jurat and envelope shall be in 
the form prescribed by the Secretary of the Common
wealth and shall contain among other things a statement 
of elector's qiialifications. The mailing envelope ad
dressed to the elector shall contain the two envelopes, 
the official military ballot, lists of candidates when 
authorized by Section 1303 of this act, the uniform in
structions in form and siibstance as prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth and nothing else. 

Section 1305. Ditties of County Boards.-( a) The 
county boards of election shall at least twenty-five day.~ 
prior to the election deliver or mail official military 
ballots to all electors whose names and addresses have 
been ascertained; as additional names and addresses of 
electors are ascertained, the board shall deliver or mail 
official military ballots to such additional electors within 
forty-eight hours after ascertaining their names and 
addresses. 

(b) Each county board of election shall post in a 
conspicuous public place at its office a master list, 
arranged alphabetically by election dist·ricts, setting 
forth the name, residence and local voting district or 
ward of every elector to whom an official military ballot 
has been sent. This posted list shall not contain the 
elector's military address or military organization. This 
list shall be known as the "Military File" and shall be 
posted at least five days before the election day involved, 
and shall also set forth the total number of such ballots 
prepared for 1tse in s1tch elech'.on. Copies of such mili
tary files shall be fnrnished upon req1wst to the county 
chairman of each political party and political body, and 
shall a,lso be fnrnished to registration commissions. 

Section 1306. Voting by Electors in Act1tal Military 
Se·rvice.-At any time after receiving an official military 
ballot, but on or before the day of the election, the elector, 
for the purpose of voting, may appear before any person 
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of this or any other state or territory of the United 
States authorized to administer oaths by Federal, State 
or military laws. The elector shall first display the ballot 
to such person as evidence that the same in unmarked, 
and then shall proceed to mark the ballot with pencil, 
crayon, indelible pencil or ink, in the presence of such 
person, but in such manner that the person administering 
the oath is unable to see how the same is marked, and then 
fold the ballot, enclose and securely seal the same in the 
envelope on which is printed, stamped or endorsed '' Offi
cial Military Ballot." This envelope shall then be placed 
in the second one, on which is printed the affidavit of the 
elector, the jurat of the person before whom the elector 
appears, and the address of the elector's county board 
of election. The elector shaU then fill out, subscribe and 
swear to the affidavit printed on such envelope, and the 
j1trat shall be subscribed and dated by the person before 
whom the affidavit was taken. Such envelope shall then 
be securely sealed and the elector shall send same by 
mail to said county board of election. 

Section 1307. Military Electors Voting in Dist·ricts 
of Residence.-(a) Whenever any qualified elector in 
actual military service is present in his voting district 
of residence on any primary, municipal or general elec
tion day and has not already voted in siwh election, he 
may apply to his district election board f O'r an official 
ballot and vote it in such election. 

(b) Each such application shall be in the form and 
shall contain the information required by this act to
gether with a statement by the applicant that he has 
not already voted in the election. All such applications 
shan be transmitted to the county board of election im
mediately upon the closing of the polls. 

( c) Upon receiving an official ballot and envelopes 
therefor, he shall, in secret, in the polling place vote 
the ballot and prepare it for execution of the affidavit 
and jurat as prescribed by this act. The affidavit shall 
be executed before the judge or either inspector of elec
tion, and the jurat snbscribed by the person before whom 
the affidavit is taken. The military elector shall then 
securely seal the second envelope and hand it to the 
judge of election. The judge of election shall place all 
such envelopes in a containe·r marked "Official Military 
Ballots" which shall be sealed immediately 1tpon the 
closing of the polls and transmitted to the county board 
of election. 

( d) Each district election board shall prepare a 
separate list of the names of all such voters, which shall 
be attached to the lists of voters required by the act to 
which this is an amendment. 
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( e) Each county board of election shall prepare and 
deliver to each district election board on such election 
days an adequate supply of official ballots, envelopes and 
other supplies as required by this act. 

(f) Each county board of election, before the day 
fixed by this act for the canvassing of official ballots, 
shall post, attached to the "Military File", an alpha
betically arranged list setting forth the name, residence, 
the local voting district and ward of every military 
elector voting under the provisions of this section. The 
list shall not contain the elector's military address or 
military organization. Copies of such list may be fur
nished as in the case of copies of the military file. 

Section 1308. Canvassing of Official Military Bal
lots.-( a) The county boards of election, upon receipt 
of offl,cial military bollots in such envelopes, shall safely 
keep the same unti1 they meet to canvass official mili
tary ballots, which canvass shall begin immediately fol
lowing the official civilian canvass for all primary elec
tions. After the November election, the canvass of official 
military ballots shall begin at ten o'clock A. M., Eastern 
Standard Time, on the second Friday following the elec
tion. No siwh ballots shall be counted which are received 
in their offices later than ten o'clock A. M., Easte-rn 
Standard Time, of the second Friday following the 
primary election or the November election. At such time 
the members of the return boards or the coimty boards 
of election shall in person dispose of official military 
ballots in the manne·r hereinafter set forth. The coiinty 
boards of election may designate a sufficient nitmber of 
clerks to perform siwh duties. When it is determined 
that clerks shall be appointed, the total number shall 
in every case be in multiples of three, and each member 
of a coimty board of election shall appoint an equal 
number thereof. 

(b) Each candidate for nomination or election shall 
be entitled to appoint one watche·r and each political 
party or body which has nominated candidates shall be 
entitled to appoint three watchers. Watchers shall be 
permitted to be present when the envelopes containing 
official military ballots are opened and when such ballots 
are counted and recorded. 

( c) In disposing of an official military ballot the 
county return board or the county board of election shall 
examine the affidavit and jnrat and if the jurat bears a 
date later than the date of the election, the envelope shall 
be set aside unopened. 

( d) The board shall then further examine the affidavit 
and jurat of each envelope not so set aside and shall 
compare the information thereon with that contained in 

13 



14 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

the military file. If the board is satisfied that the affidavit 
and jurat are sufficient and that the elector has quali
fied, and the board has utilized the information con
tained in the military file to verify his right to vote, 
the board shall announce the name of the elector and 
shall give any person present an opportunity to chal
lenge in like manner and for the same cause, except 
failure to register or enroll, as the elector could have 
been challenged had he presented himself in his own 
district to vote other than by official military ballot. If 
no challenges are sustained, the board shall open the 
envelope in such manner as not to destroy the affidavit 
and jurat printed thereon. All envelopes on which are 
printed, stamped or endorsed the words "Official Mili
tary Ballot" shall be placed in one or more depositories 
at one time and said depository or depositories well 
shaken and the envelopes mixed bef o·re any envelope 
is taken therefrom. The board shall then break the 
seals of such envelopes, remove the ballots and record 
the votes in the same manner as district election officers 
are reqitired to record votes. Upon completion of the 
computation of the returns of the c01tnty, the votes cast 
upon the official military ballots shall be added to the 
other votes cast within the county. 

Section 1309. Public Records.-All official military 
ballots, military files, applications for such ballots and 
envelopes on which the jurats and affidavits appear, and 
all inf o·rmation anl lists are hereby designated and de
clared to be public records and shall be safely kept for 
a period of two years, except that no information shall 
be made public which is expressly for bidden by the War 
Department because of military security. 

ARTICLE XIII-A 
Voting By Bedridden Or Hospitalized Veterans 

Section 1301-A. Qualified Electo·rs who are Bed
ridden or Hospitalized Veterans.-Any qualified elector 
who is bedridden or hospitalized due to illness or physi
cal disability contracted or wff ered in connection with, 
or as a direct result of, his military service, may vote 
under the provisions of this act in any election held in 
this Commonwealth, if he is unavoidably absent from 
the State or county of his residence, regardless of 
whether he is registered or enrolled. 

Section 1302-A. Applications for Veterans' Official 
Ballots.-( a) Any qualified bedridden or hospitalized 
veteran may apply, at any time befo·re any election, for 
a veterans' official ballot by post card, letter or other 
writing, addressed· to the Secretary of the Common
wealth of Pennsylvania or the c01tnty board of elections 
of the county in which his voting residence is located. 
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( b) The application shall contain the fallowing in
formation: Besidence at the time of becoming bedridden 
or hospitalized, length of time a citizen, length of resi
dence in Pennsylvania, date of birth, length of time a 
resident in voting district, party choice in case of 
primary, name and address of present residence or hos
pital at which hospitalized. When such application is 
received by the Secretary of the Commonwealth it shall 
.be forwarded to the prope·r county board of election. 

( c) The application for a veterans' official ballot in 
any election may be made or information supplied over 
the signatiire of any person who is familiar with the 
voting qualifications of the bedridden or hospitalized 
veteran, as required in the p·receding subsection. 

( d) The various county boards of election, upon re
ce·ipt of any application, shall ascertain from the in
formation on such application, district register or from 
any other source that such applicant possessed all the 
qiialifications of a qualified elector other than being 
registered or enrolled. 

Section 1303-A. Veterans' Official Ballots.-( a) Bal
lots for use by such veteran electors under the pro
visions of this act shall be prepared sufficiently in 
advance by the county boards of election and shall be 
distribided by such boards as hereinafter provided. 
Snch ballots shall be marked "Veterans' Official Ballot" 
but shall not be numbered and shall otherwise be in sub
stantially the farm for ballots required by article ten of 
this act, which form shall be determined and prescribed 
by the SeC'retary of the Commonwealth. 

(b) In cases where there is not time, in the opinion 
of the county boards of election, to print on said ballots 
the names of the various candidates for district, county 
and local offices, the ballots shall contain blanlc spaces 
only under the titles of such offices in which electors 
may insert the names of the candidates for whom they 
desire to vote, and in such cases the county boards of 
election shall furnish to electors lists containing the 
names of all the candidates who have been regiilarly 
nominated under the provisions of this act, for the use 
of such electors in preparing their ballots. 

Section 1304-A. Envelopes for Veterans' Official 
Ballots.-The county boards of election shall provide 
two additional envelopes for each veterans' official ballot, 
of such size and shape as shall be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, in order to permit the 
placing of one within the other and both within the 
mailing envelope. On the smaller of the two envelopes 
to be enclosed in the mailing envelope shall be printed, 
stamped or endorsed the words "Veterans' Official Bal-
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lot," and nothing else. On the larger of the two en
velopes, to be enclosed within the mailing envelope, shall 
be printed the affidavit of the elector, together with the 
jurat of the person in whose presence the ballot is marked 
and before whom the affidavit is made, and the name 
and address of the county board of election of the proper 
county. Said affidavit, jurat and envelope shall be in 
the form prescribed by the Secretary of the Common
wealth and shall contain among other things a state
ment of the elector's qualifications. The mailing en
velope addressed to the elector shall contain the two 
envelopes, the veterans' official ballot, lists of candidates 
when authorized by Section 1303-A of this act, the 
uniform instructions in form and substance as pre
scribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth and 
nothing else. 

Section 1305-A. Duties of County Boards.-( a) The 
county boards of election shall at least twenty-five days 
prior to the election deliver or mail veterans' official 
ballots to all electors whose names and addresses have 
been ascertained; as additional names and addresses of 
electors are ascertained, the board shall deliver or mail 
veterans' official ballots to such additional electors 
within forty-eight hours after ascertaining their names 
and addresses. 

(b) Each county board of election shall post in a 
conspicuous public place at its office a master list, 
arranged alphabetically by election districts, setting 
forth the name, residence and local voting district or 
ward of every elector to whom a veterans' official ballot 
has been sent. This list shall be known as the "Veterans' 
File" and shall be posted at least five days before the 
election day involved, and shall also set forth the total 
number of such ballots prepared for use in such election. 
Copies of such veterans' files shall be furnished upon 
request to the cottnty chairman of each political pa·rty 
and political body, and shall also be furnished to regis
tration commissions. 

Section 1306-A. Voting by Bedridden or Hospital
ized Veterans.-( a) At any time after receiving a vet
erans' official ballot, but on or before the day of the 
election, the elector, for the purpose of voting, may 
appea·r before any person of this or any other state or 
territory of the United States authorized to administer 
oaths by Federal, State or military laws. The elector 
shall first display the ballot to such person as evidence 
that the same is unmarked, and then shall proceed to 
mark the ballot with pencil, crayon, indelible pencil or 
ink, in the presence of such person, but in such manner 
that the person administering the oath is unable to see 
how the same is marked, and then fold the ballot, 
enclose and securely seal the same in the envelope on 
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which is printed, stamped or endorsed "Veterans' 
Official Ballot". This envelope shall then be placed in 
the second one, on which is printed the affidavit of the 
elector, the jurat of the person be/ ore whom the elector 
appears, and the address of the elector's county board 
of election. The elector shall then fill out, subscribe and 
swear to the affidavit printed on such envelope, and 
the jurat shall be subscribed and dated by the person 
before whom the affidavit was taken. Such envelope shall 
then be securely sealed and the elector shall send same 
by mail to said county board of election. 

Section 1308-A. Canvassing of Veterans' Official 
Ballots.-The county boards of election shall canvass the 
vote from the veterans' official ballots in substantially 
the same manner as set forth in Section 1308 of this act 
for the canvassing of official military ballots. 

Section 1309-A. Public Records.-All veterans' offi
cial ballots, veterans' files, applications fo·r such ballots 
and envelopes on which the jurats and affidavits appear, 
and all information and lists are hereby designated and 
declared to be public records and shall be safely kept 
for a period of two years. 

Section 12. Article XIII of said act, as added by 
the act, approved the first day of August, one thousand 
nine hundred forty-one (Pamphlet Laws 672), which 
was temporarily repealed by the act, approved the ninth 
day of March, one thousand nine hundred forty-five 
(Pamphlet Laws 29), is hereby repealed absolutely. 

All other acts or parts of acts are hereby repealed in 
so far as they are inconsistent with the provisions of 
this act. 

Section 13. Cities of the first class and counties are 
hereby authorized and empowered to appropriate the 
moneys necessary to carry out the provisions of this 
amendment. 
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Article XIII. 
said act, as 
added by act of 
August 1, 1941, 
P. L. 672, tem
porarily repealed 
by act of March 
9, 1945, P. L. 
29, repealed 
absolutely. 

Cities of first 
class empowered 
to appropriate 
money. 

Section 14. The purpose of this amendment is to Purpose of act 

enable every qualified elector of this Commonwealth ~~:st~~~[i~~. 
serving in the armed forces of the United States to vote, . 
whether or not such elector is absent on the designated 
election days from the election district in which he re-
sides, whether such person is within or without this 
Commonwealth or within or without the United States, 
and to enable bedridden or hospitalized veterans to vote, 
regardless of whether such person is registered or en-
rolled as a qualified elector, and this amendment shall be 
liberally construed to effectuate such purpose. 

Section 15. The provisions of this act shall become 
effective the first day of May, one thousand nine hun
dred fifty-one. 

APPROVED-The 6th day of March, A. D. 1951. 

JOHNS. FINE 

Act effective 
May 1, 1951. 
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