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Penalty. 

Municipal liens. 

Act of May 16, 
1923, P. L. 207, 
amended by 
adding a new 
section 31.2. 

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

Penalty.-A.ny person violating any of the provisions 
of this section shall, upon summary conviction before 
a magistrate, be sentenced to pay a fine [of ten ($10) 
dollars and oosts of prosecution, and, in default of the 
payment thereof, shall undergo imprisonment for not 
more than five (5) days] not to exceed twenty-five ($25) 
dollars, or to undergo imprisonment not to exceed fifteen 
(15) days, or both. 

APPROVEir-The 15th day of March, A. D. 1956. 

GEORGE M. LEADER. 

No. 388 

AN ACT 

Amending the act of May sixteen, one thousand nine hundred 
twenty-three (Pamphlet Laws 207), entitled "An act providing 
when, how, upon what property, and to what extent, liens shall 
be allowed for taxes and for municipal improvements, for the 
removal of nuisances, and for water rents or rates, sewer rates, 
and lighting rates; for the procedure upon claims filed therefor; 
the methods for preserving such liens and enforcing payment of 
such claims; the effect of judicial sales of the properties liened; 
the disbursement of the proceeds of such sales, and the re
demption of the property therefrom; for the lien and collection 
of certain taxes heretofore assessed, and of claims for municipal 
improvements made and nuisances removed, within six months 
before the passage of this act; and for the procedure on tax 
and municipal claims filed under other and prior acts of As
sembly," furt,her regulating the sale of real property for the non
payment of tax and municipal claims and providing for the 
discharge of all liens, mortgages, ground rents, estates and 
claims against such property by such sale, subject to the 
right of redemption, in cities of the first class. 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn
sylvania hereby enacts as follows: 

Section 1. The act of May sixteen, one thousand 
nine hundred twenty-three (Pamphlet l1aws 207), en
titled ''An act providing when, how, upon what prop
erty, and to what extent, liens shall be allowed for taxes 
and for municipal improvements, for the removal of 
nuisances, and for water rents or rates, sewer rates, 
and lighting rates; for the procedure upon claims filed 
therefor ; the methods for preserving such liens and 
enforcing payment of such claims; the effect of judicial 
sales of the properties liened; the distribution of the 
proceeds of su3h sales, and the redemption of the prop
erty therefrom ; for the lien and collection of certain 
taxes heretofore assessed, and of claims for municipal 
improvements made and nuisances removed, within six 
months before the passage of this act; and for the pro-



SESSION OF 1955. 

cedure on tax and municipal claims :filed under other 
and prior acts of Assembly,'' is amended by adding, 
after section 31.1 thereof, a new section to read : 

Section 31.2. (a) In addition to the remedies pre-· 
scribed in sections 28, 31 and 31.1 of this act, in citiei· 
of the first class, whenever a claimant has obtained Q. 

judgment upon its tax or municipal claim, it may filf 
its petition in the court in which the proceeding fr 
pending, setting forth the facts necessary to show th~: 
right to sell, together with searches or a title insurance 
policy, showing the state of record and the ownership 
of the property, and of all tax and municipal claims .. 
mortgages, groiind rents or other charges on, or estatei: 
in, the land, as shown by the official records of the cit']J' 
or county, or the political subdivision in which the reai'. 
estate is situate, and thereitpon the coiirt shall grant G: 

rule iipon all parties tlws shown to be interested, to 
appear and show cause why a decree should not be mad1i 
that the property be sold, freed and cleared of their 
respective claims, mortgages, ground rents, charges and 
estates. If upon a hearing, the court is satisfied tha;~ 
service had been made of the rule itpon the partie8 
respondent in the manner provided in this act for th1~ 
service of writs of scire f acias to obta.i'.n judgments upon 
tax and municipal claims, and that contemporaneoiisly 
with the service of the ritle on the parties respondeni~ 
notice of the rule has been published by the claimant in 
at least one newspaper of general circitlation in the 
county, and in a legal periodical published therein, i/ 
any, and that the facts stated in the petition be true, 
it shall order and decree that the property be sold al 
a subsequent sheriff's sale at a time to be fixed thereaffo" 
by the claimant, clear of all claims, liens, mortgages, 
ground rents, charges and estates, to the highest bidde1· 
at such sale and after payment of the tax or municipal 
lien the balance of the proceeds realized therefrom, 
shall be distribtded in accordance with the priority of 
the remaining claims, liens, mortgages, ground rents, 
charges and estates, and the purchaser at such sale shall 
take and for ever thereafter have, an absolute title to th,~ 
property sold, free and discharged of all tax and 
municipal claims, liens, mortgages, ground rents, charges 
and estates of whatsoever kind, subject only to the right 
of redemption as provided by law. 1'he date of th.~ 
sale shall be adi1ertised in at least one newspaper of 
general circiilation in the coiinty and in the legal 
periodical published therein. 

(b) The deed to the purchaser shall be executea:, 
acknowledged and delivered as in other real estate sales 
by the sheriff. Any person interested may at any time 
prior to the proposed sale pay all the costs of the pra-
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L1A WS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

ceedings, including the cost for the Utle search or title 
insurance policy, and all tax and municipal claims, 
penalties and interest thereon, charged against the prop
erty whereupon the proceedings on petition shall at 
once determine. 

( c) For the purpose of enabling the petitioner in any 
proc£~edings to give the notice required, it may take the 
testimony of the defendant in the claim, or of any other 
person whom it may have reason to believe has knowl
edge of the whereabouts of any of the parties respondent, 
either by deposition, commission or letters rogatory. 

(d) Any claimant may bid and become the purchaser 
of the property at such sale, and if s11ch purchaser shall 
be a taxing authority within the city or county, such 
property while held and owned by s1wh taxing authority, 
shall not be subject to tax claims, unless it be redeemed 
by the farmer owner or other person having the right 
to redeem, as provided by law. If, however, a city or 
county, or a taxing authority within the city or county, 
shall become the p1trchaser at said sale, the former 
owne1· or other persons, desiring to redeem, shaU pay 
all taxes and municipal cla1'ms accrued and chargeable 
against the property prior to the sale thereof, together 
with the costs and interest thereon, and also all taxes 
and claims, whether filed or not, which would have 
accrued and become chargeable against the property 
had the same been purchased at the sale by some party 
other than the city or county, or a taxing authority 
within the city or county. 

( e) Upon the delivery by the sheriff of a deed for 
any property sold under the provisions of this section, 
the judgment upon which such sale was had shall there
upon and forever thereafter be final and conclusive, and 
the validity lhereof shall not be questioned for any 
cause whatsoever. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
APPROVED-The 15th day of March, A. D. 1956. 

GEORGE M. LEADER. 

No. 389 
AN ACT 

Amending the ac·; of May one, one thousand nine hundred twenty
nine (Pamphlet Laws 905), entitled "An act for the protec
tion of the public safety; regulating the use of highways, and 
the operation of vehicles, tract.ors, street cars, trackless trolley 
omnibuses, bicycles, pedestrians, and the riding of animals upon 
the highways of this Commonwealth; providing for the titling, 
including liens, encumbrances, and legal claims; registration of 
certain vehicle11 and licensing the operators thereof, upon pay-
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