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act. 

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

or both, for the purpose of training and increasing the 
available supply of trained personnel for use in any 
program or activity undertaken pursuant to the act of 
March nineteen, one thousand nine hundred fifty-one 
(Pamphlet Laws 28), known as the "State Council 
of C·ivil Defense A.ct of 1951," as amended. The Super
intendent of Public Instruction shall direct a course 
of study to be prepared to assist school districts in com
plying with the provisions of this section. 

APPROVED-The 12th day day of April, A. D. 1956. 

GEORGE M. LEADER 

No. 479 

AN ACT 
Amending the act of June twelve, one thousand nine hundred 

thirty-one (Pamphlet Laws 510), entitled "An act providing for 
the liccnsure and regulation of certain private nursing homes 
and private hospitals; conferring certain powers and duties 
upon the Department of Welfare; and providing penalties," 
extending the act to private convalescent homes conducted for 
,profit; requiring licensing under the act for treatment, care or 
nursing by reason of pregnancy; changing license fees; requir
ing certain records to be kept by hospitals; regulating the 
refusal to grant, refuse or renew licenses; and changing penalties. 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania hereby enacts as follows: 

Section 1. The title of the act of June twelve, one 
thousand nine hundred thirty-one (Pamphlet Laws 510), 
entitled ''An act providing for the licensure and regu
lation of certain private nursing homes and private 
hospitals; conferring certain powers and duties upon 
the Department of ·welfare; and providing penalties,'' 
is amended to read : 

AN ACT 
Providing for the licensure and regulation of certain 

private nursing homes, private convalescent homes 
and private hospitals; conferring certain powers and 
duties upon the Department of Welfare; and pro
viding penalties. 
Section 2. .Seetion one of the act, amended June 

thirteen, one thousand nine hundred forty-one (Pam
phlet Laws 129), is amended to read : 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That after the effective 
date of this act, it shall be unlawful for any person, 
copartnership, association, or corporation to operate 
for profit, within this Commonwealth, a private nursing 
home, private convalescent home or private hospital, for 
persons requiring t'1are, treatment, or nursing by reason 
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of sickness, injury, infirmity, pregnancy, or other dis
ability, without a license as hereinafter required, but 
this act shall not be construed to apply to any State 
or State-aided institution or any institution licensed by 
the Department of Welfare under other statutes. 

Section 3. Section two of the act amended June thir
teen, one thousand nine hundred forty-one (Pamphlet 
Laws 129), is amended to read: 

Section 2. Every person, copartnership, association, 
or corporation, desiring to operate for profit, such a 
private nursing home, private convalescent home or 
private hospital, shall file an application for a license 
with the Department of Welfare. The application shall 
be on a form prescribed, prepared, and furnished by 
the Department of Welfare, and, together with such 
other information as the department shall require, shall 
state: 

(a) The name and address of the applicant and the 
person to be in charge of said home or hospital. If the 
applicant is a copartnership, association, or corporation, 
the application shall state the names and addresses of 
all the partners and officers, as the case may be; 

(b) The location of the private nursing home, [or] 
private convalescent home or private hospital and, if 
the applicant is a corporation, association, or partner
ship, the state of incorporation or organization; 

( c) The facilities of the private nursing home, [or] 
private convalescent home or private hospital for the 
care, treatment, or nursing of patients or inmates, in
cluding sanitary and fire protection facilities. 

Section 4. Section four of the act, amended May 
twenty-six, one thousand nine hundred thirty-three 
(Pamphlet Laws 1075), is amended to read: 

Section 4. The Department of Welfare shall, whe:a 
satisfied that the applicant or applicants for such license 
are proper and responsible persons, that the place sought 
to be used as a private nursing home, [or] private con
valescent home or private hospital is a suitable place 
for. such purpose and is properly equipped therefor, 
and when all the requirements of this act and the rule·s 
and regulations of the department have been complied 
with, issue a license to the applicant upon the pay
ment of a license fee [of fifteen dollars ($15.00) which] 
as follows: hospitals, one hundred dollars ($100); nitr;;
ing homes and convalescent homes under thirty beds, 
fifteen dollars ($15); thirty beds to and including forty
nine beds, twenty-five dollars ($25); fifty beds to and 
inclitding ninety-nine beds, fifty dollars ($50); one 
hundred beds and over, seventy-five dollars ($75). The 
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fee sha11 be paid into the State Treasury through the 
Department of Hevenue. 

All licenses issued by the department under this act 
shall expire one year next following the day on which 
issued, shall be on a form prescribed by the department, 
shall not be transferable, shall be isstwd only for the 
premises named in the a11plication, shall at all times 
be posted in a conspieuous place on the applicant's 
premises, and may be renewed, from year to year, upon 
application, investigation, qualification, and payment of 
license fee as in the procurement of an original license. 

Section 5. Section five o.f the act is amended to 
read: 

Section 5. The Department of Welfare may, with 
the approval of the State Welfare Commission, make 
and enforce [rea:;;onablc] rules and regulations for the 
issuance and renewal of such licenses, for the proper 
maintcnanl'e, opPration, and condnl't of such private 
nursing homes, 7Jrivafe cont"alescent homes or private 
hospitals, and for the visitation, examination, and in-
spection of all such homes or hospitals. The rnepart
ment of \Velfare or itsl dnly anthorizPd rrepresenta
tiYe J representatives of the Dcpartmrnt of lV elf are shall 
baYe free and full access to the grounds, premises and 
buildings, anrl to the records of any home or hospital 
licensed under this act, and full opportunity to inter
rogate or interview any [patient or inmate] patients 
thereof [; and all]. 

All persons connected with any such bome or hospital 
as officers or charged with the manal!ement tlwreof 
[are hereby directed tol must l!ive to the rnepartment 
of Welfare, or its] dn Jy authorized representatiYes 
of the Department of Welfare such means, faeilities, 
and opportunity for sneh visitation, examination, and 
interrogation as is brrcby provided and required or 
as the department, by its [duly ordained] rules or 
regulations may require. 

Section 11.1, act Section 6. Seetion 5.1 of the act, an<lPd Jam1ary 
of June 12, 1931, 
P. L. 510, added fourteen, one thousand nine hundred fifty-two (Pam-
Januar:r 14' phlet Laws 1!)35), is amended to read: 1952, P. L. 
1935, amended. 
Person refused Section 5.1. :t·fo person who, because of inability to 
license by de- to satisfy the character requirements deemed neccs.<;ary by 
partment not 
be connected the department, has been refused a license shall thf're-
wlth such 
1nstltut1onL after be in any way connected with any private nursing 

home, private convalescent home or any private hospital 
licensed pursuant to the provisions of this act. 



SESSION OF 1955. 

Section 7. The act is amended by adding, after sec .. 
tion 5.1, a new section to read: 

Section 5.2. Every licensee of a ho.~pital with a ma· 
ternify department shall keep a record, in a form pre·· 
scribed by the Department of Welfare, of the name and 
address of every patient received, of the date of ad
mission, of the date of birth, and name of every infanJ 
born therein, of the date of discharge of every patient, 
and file names and adtln:s:ses of the person or persons, if 
o.flzer than t11e parent or parent.~, of any infant to whos1' 
care said inf ant was discharged. 

Section 8. Section six of the act, amended January 
fourteen, one thousand nine hundred fifty-two (Pam
phlet Laws 1935) is amended to read: 

Section 6. Whenever the Department of W elfar,e 
shall, upon inspectiou, investigation, or sworn complaint, 
learn of any violation of rules or regulations adopted 
by the department, or any failure to establish, provide, 
or maintain standards and facilities required by the 
drpartment, it shall give written notice thereof to the 
offeudiug licensee. The department [may revoke the 
license of saill licensee, if such violations do not cease 
or such standards and facilities are not established 
or brought in conformity with those prescribed by the 
dPpartme11t, two mouths after such written notice.] 
shall refuse to grant, refuse to renew or revoke a license 
of any applicant or licensee, whether originally granted 
ttndcr this act or any other act of Assembly, for the 
fallowing reasons: 

(1) Violation of, or noncompliance 'with, the provisions 
of this act or the rules and regulations pursuant thereto; 

(2) The practice of any fraud or deceit in obtaining 
or attempting to obtain a license; 

(3) Gross incompetency, negligence or misconduct in 
the carrying on of the business; 

( 4) Loaning, borrowing or using a license of another 
or lrnowingly aiding or abetting in any way the granting 
of improper licenses; 

( 5) The use of misleading advertising; 
(6) Soliciting patronage other than by legitimate arl

vertising. 

Section 9. Section seven of the act, amended June 
thirteen, one thousand nine hundred forty-one (Pam
phlet Laws 1:2~), is ameuded to read: 

Section 7. Any person, or any or all officers or part
ners of any partuership, assol'iation, or corporation, 
maintaining or operating, for profit, within this Com
monwealth, a private nursing home private convalesce1d 

14.63 

Aet of June 12. 
1931, P. L. 
510, amended 
by adding a new 
section 5.2. 

Contents of 
records required 
to be kept by 
maternity 
hospltal1. 

Section 6, act of 
June 12, 1931, 
P. L. 510, 
amended .Janu
ary 14, 1952, 
P. L. 1935, 
further amended. 

Violations of 
ru !es or regula
tions, etc. 

Department may 
revoke or not 
renew Jlcense 
for certain 
reasons. 

Section 7, act ol 
June 12, 1931, 
P. L. 510, 
amended June 
13, 1941, P. L 
129, further 
amended. 

llfalntalnlng or 
operating home 
or ho1pltal with· 
out a Ileen••· 



1464 

Conviction 
In summary 
proceeding. 

Penalty. 

Repealer. 

Aot elrectln 
lmmedlately, 

State employea• 
retirement 
system. 
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home or private hospital without a license required by 
this act, shall, [be guilty o.f a misdemeanor, and, upon 
conviction thereof,, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not 
exceeding one thousand dollars ( $1,000.00), or to un
dergo imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both] 
upon conviction thereof in a summary proceeding, be 
sentenced to pay G~ fine of not less than twenty-five dol
lars ($25) nor more than three hundred dollars ($300) 
and costs of prose<:ution, and, in def a ult of the payment 
thereof, to undergo imprisonment for not less than 
ten days nor more than thirty days. Each day of 
maintaining or operating a private nursing home, private 
convalescent home or private hospital without a license 
required by this act shall constitute a separate offense. 

Section 10. The act of May six, one thousand nine 
hundred twenty-nine (Pamphlet Laws 1561), entitled 
''An act regulating certain maternity hospitals in cities 
of the third class, boroughs, towns and townships; pro
viding for the licensing and supervision thereof by the 
Department of Welfare of this Commonwealth; fixing 
penalties; and plaeing the burden of proof as to certain 
facts on the persons prosecuted,'' and its amendments, 
are repealed. 

Section 11. This act shall take effect immediately. 

APPROVl!m-The 12th day of April, A. D. 1956. 

GEORGE M. LEADER 

No. 480 

AN ACT 

Amending the act of June twenty-seven, one thousand nine 
hundred twenty-three (Pamphlet Laws 858), entitled "An act 
establishing a State employes' retirement system, and creating 
a retirement board for the administration thereof; establishing 
certain funds from contributions by the Commonwealth and 
contributing State employes, defining the uses and purposes 
thereof and the ma!lller of payments therefrom, and providing 
for the guaranty by the Co:nmonwealth of certain of said 
funds; imposing powers and ci.uties upon the heads of depart
ments in which State employes serve; excepting annuities, 
allowances, returns, benefits, and rights from taxation and 
judicial process; and providing penalties," by permit.ting certain 
contributors to change from the one one-hundred-sixtieth 
(1-160) class to the one one-hundredth (1-100) class, and defin
ing the benefits to be obtained thereby. 

The Gent:ral Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn
sylvania hereby enacts as follows: 
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