
SESSION OF 1955. 

persons or persons with impaired vision for the purpose 
of improving, conserving or restoring their vision. 'rhese 
services and aids shall not be furnished unless they are 
otherwise unavailable, and in no case shall the total cost 
thereof exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250) per 
person during any period of eighteen months; 

• • * • • 
Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

APPROVED-The 21st day of May, A. D. 1956. 

GEORGE M. LEADER 

No. 553 

AN ACT 

Amending the act of April nine, one thousand nine hundred 
twenty-nine (Pamphlet Laws 177), entitled "An act providing 
for and reorganizing the conduct of the executive and ad
ministrative work of the Commonwealth by the Executive 
Department thereof and the administrative departments, boards, 
commissions, and officers thereof, including the boards of 
trustees of State Normal Schools, or Teachers Colleges; abolish
ing, creating, reorganizing or authorizing the reorganization of 
certain administrative departments, boards, and commissions; 
defining the powers and duties of the Governor and other 
executive and administrative officers, and of the several ad
ministrative departments, boarda, commissions, and officers; 
fixing the salaries of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and 
certain other executive and administrative officers; providing 
for the appointment of certain administrative officers, and of 
all deputies and other assistants and employee in certain de
partments, boards, and commissions; and prescribing the man
ner in which the number and compensation of the deputies and 
all other assistants and employee of certain departments, boards 
and commissions shall be determined," authorizing the State 
Council for the Blind to accept certain payments and dona
tions, and increasing the services which may be given by it to 
certain blind persons. · 

The General ~embly of the Commonwealth of Penn
sylvania hereby enacts as follows: 

Section 1. Subsection (c), (j) and (1) of the section 
two thousand three hundred tweruty, act of April nine, 
one thousand nine hundred twenty-nine (Pamphlet 
Laws 177), known as "The Administration Code of 
1929," amended July seven, one thousand nine hundred 
forty-seven (Pamphlet Laws 1440), are amended to 
read: 

Section 2320. State Council for the Blind.-The 
State Council for the Blind shall have the power, and 
its duties shall be : 

• • • • • 
(c) To cooperate with State and local agencies, both 

public and private, the Federal Government or agen-
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cies thereof, and political siibdivisions of the Common
wealth, in ·::aking steps to prevent the loas of sight, in 
aJleviatiug the condition of blind persons, and persons 
of impaired vision, in extending and improving the edu
cation, advisement, training, placement, and conserva
tion of the blind, and in promoting ,their personal, eco
nomic, social and civic well-being; 

* * $ .) • 

(j) To ta.ke any action and to adopt any regulations 
necessary to carry out the objectives of this section and, 
in furtherance of those objectives, to accept any grants, 
[or] contributions, payments or donations from the Fed
eral Government or any agency thereof. 

Any such grants, [or] contributions, payments or 
donations shall be held by the State Treasurer as cus
todian for the State Council for the Blind, and shall be 
paid out on requisition of the State Council for the 
Blind without further appropriation. State appropria
t·ions as well as such grants, contributions, payments or 
donations, as hereinabove mentioned, shall be available 
to the State Co·uncil for the Blind for the purpose of 
this section and for such research, extension or im
provement projects as may pertain 01· relate to the pur
poses of this section O'l' appropriate Federal Yocational 
RehabiUtation statittes; 

* • • (f • 

(1) For the purpose of improving the economic con
ditions of the industrially blind; to furnish and make 
available [medical and psychological examinations; 
medical and surgical treatment; hospitalization; pros
thetic appliances and aids; vocational counseling and 
guidanca; prevocational and vocational training; trans
portation for medical and training purposes; mainte
nance for medical and training purposes; placement in 
suitable employment with necessary occupational tools 
and equipment; and post-placement employment ad
justment; these services to be made available] rehabili
tation services to the extent necessary to achieve the 
purpose of this section to residents of the Commonwealth, 
who have reached their sixteenth birthday, and who 
have a thirty percent or greater loss in binocular visual 
functioning, and who are suffering from a [static] per
manent employment handicap [by reason of this loss of 
visual functioning]. 

"Rehabilitation Services," for the purpose of this 
section, means: 

(1) Diagnostic and related services, including trans
portation incidental to the determination of whether 
an individual is a handicapped individual and, if so, his 
eligibility for and the nature and scope of other re
habilitation services to be provided,· 
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(2) Tmining, both prevocation<tl and vocational; 
(3) Counseling and g11idance; 
( 4) Placement in employment commensurate with the 

individital's abilities and interests, which may include 
post-placement services; 

( 5) Maintenance not exceeding the estimated costs 
of subsistence dut·ing rehabilitation, to indiide the pro
vision of money to cover a handicapped individual's 
necessary living expenses and health maintenance essen
tial to achieving his rehabilitation; 

(6) Occupational licenses, tools, equipment, initial 
stocks and supplies and training materials; 

(7) Transportati<m; 
(8) Physical restoration to include: 
Correct,ive surgery or therapeutic treatment neces

sary to correct or substantially modify a physical or 
mental condition which is stable or slowly progressive 
and constitutes a substantial handicap to employment, 
but is of such a nature that such correction or modi
fication may reasonably be expected to eliminate or sub
stantially reditee such handicap within a reasonabZe 
length of time, and includes psychiatric treatment, 
dentistry, physical therapy, occupational therapy, 
speech or hearing therapy, treatment of medical com
plications and emergencies which are associated with or 
arise out of physical restoration services or are inherent 
in· the condition under treatment, and other medical 
services related to rehabilitation, necessary hospitaliza
tion either in-patient or out-patient, nursing or rest 
home care in connection with surgery or treatment, 
prosthetic devices essential to obtaining or retaining 
empLoyment; 

(9) Any other services as may be deemed necessary 
in the rehabilitation of industrially blind individ·uals. 

Section 2. Section 2320 of the act is amended by 
adding, at the end thereof, two new clauses to read: 

Section 2320. State Council for the Blind.-The 
State Council for the Blind shall have the power, and 
its duties shall be: 

• • • • • 
(m) For the purpose of increasing employment op

portunities for the severely handicapped and improving 
other rehabilitation services, to establish and operate or 
to provide the rneans I or charitable nonprofit making 
corporations to establish and operate workshops or other 
rehabilitation faciiities, where not otherwise available. 

"Workshop," for the purpose of this section, mea.ns 
a place where any manufacture or handiwork is car-
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ried on, and which is operated for the primary purpose 
of providing rermtnera,tive employment to severely 
handicapped individuals who cannot be readily ab· 
sorbed i1z. the competitive labor market. 

"Rehabilii:ation facility,'' for the purpose of this sec· 
tion, means a facility operated for the primary purpose 
of assisting in the rehabilitation of blind or visitally 
handicapped individ1tals, 

(1) Which provides one or more of the following 
types of services: 

(a) Tes-ting, fitting or training in the use of pros
theti;) devices; 
(b) Prevocational or conditioning therapy; 

( c) Physical or occupational therapy; 
(d) Adjustment training; or 
( e) Evaluation or control of special disabilities; or 

(2) Thrmtgh which is provided an integrated pro
gram of medical, psychological, social and vocational 
evaluation and services under competent professional 
sitpervis·ion. 

"Nonprofit,'' for the purpose of this section, when 
used with respect to a rehabilitation facility or a work
shop, means a rehabilitation facility and a workshop, 
respectively, owned and operated by a corporation or 
association, no part of the net earnings of which inures 
or may lawfully inure to the benefit of any private 
shareholder or individual and the income of which is 
exempt from taxation under section 101 (6) of the 111r 
ternal Revenue Code. 

"EstabUshment of a workshop or rehabilitation facil
ity,'' for the purpose of this section, means-

(1 a) In the case of a workshop, the expansion, re
modeling or alterat1-0n of existing bu·ildings necessary 
to adapt such buildings to workshop purposes, or to 
increase the employment opportunities in workshops, 
and the acquisition of initial equipment necessary for 
new workshops, or to increase the employment opportu
nities in workshops, and 

(2 a) In the case of a rehabilitation facility, the ex
pansion, remodeling or alteration of existing buildings 
and initial equipment of siteh buildings necessary to 
adapt such buildings to rehabi'.litation facility purposes, 
or to increase their effective1iess for suck purposes and 
initial staffing thereof; 

(n) To enter into contractual arrangements or agree
ments with *the Federal Government or agencies thereof, 

• "the" omitted In orlglnal. 
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