
SESSION OF 1957. 

No. 284 

AN ACT 

Relating to proceedings in connection with the unauthorized ap
propriation or use of property of the Commonwealth; prescrib
ing the duties and authority of informers and providing for the 
payment of compensation to informers. 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn
sylvania hereby enacts as follows: 

Section 1. This act shall be known as the ''Common
wealth Property Recovery Act.'' 

Section 2. Any person who shall first inform the De
partment of Justice of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl
vania, by writing, signed by such person in the presence 
of two witnesses, of the fact that any person, firm or 
corporation has, without lawful right or authority 
claimed, used, appropriated, assumed or asserted any 
right of use or ownership, or any incident thereof, in 
any of the real property, minerals or natural resources 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and who shall 
supply sufficient lawful evidence to substantiate and es
tablish the fact of such misappropriation of Common
wealth property and shall fully cooperate in the prose
cution of the right of the Commonwealth to recover 
compensation and damages lawfully payable to the Com
monwealth by reason of the said unlawful or unauthor
ized claim, use, appropriation or assumption of any 
right of use or ownership, or any incident thereof, in 
said property, shall receive compensation as hereinafter 
provided, except that no State •employe or public offi
cial shall receive compeRsation for any information filed 
under the authority of this act during the period of his 
employment or term in office, or for a period of three 
(3) years thereafter, where the facts alleged in the in
formation came to his attention, either directly or indi
rectly, as a consequence of such employment or public 
office. 

Section 3. All information filed under the authority 
of this act shall set forth the name of the persons wrong
fully asserting or claiming any right in any property 
of the Commonwealth; the location of the property un
lawfully claimed, used, appropriated or from which min
erals or natural resources were claimed or removed; the 
nature of the improper action giving rise to the claim 
of the Commonwealth, and the estimated damage to the 
Commonwealth. 

Section 4. Upon receipt of an information filed un
der the authority of this act, the Department of Justice 
shall review the same and the evidence of the informers 

• "employee" in original. 
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in support thereof, and upon determining that the facts 
alleged in the information are true and correct and that 
the Commonwealth has been damaged, shall institute 
proper legal proceedings for the recovery of the prop
erty of the Commonwealth and damages lawfully due 
the Commonwealth. 

Section 5. Upon the recovery of damages, upon the 
basis of information filed under this act, the informers 
shall be entitled to compensation based upon the amount 
of said recovery, whether the same results from suit, set
tlement or otherwise. The compensation shall be twenty
five per centum of the first fifty thousand dollars 
($50,000) of said recovery, fifteen per centnm on the 
excess thereof over fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) and 
up to one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000); ten per 
centum thereof on the excess thereof over one hundred 
thousand dollars ($100,000), and to two hundred thou
sand dollars ($200,000); five per centum thereof on the 
excess over two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) 
and to three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000); and 
two per centnm thereof on the amourit in excess of three 
hundred thousand dollars ($300,000). The compensa
tion shall be paid out of the proceeds collected as afore
said, and the balance of the proceeds shall be paid into 
the State Treasury through the Department of Revenue. 

Section 6. So inuch of the proceeds of any recovery, 
out of an information under this act, as is necessary for 
the payment of informers' fees and the fees of any at
torney or attorneys employed by the Attorney General 
in connection with the Commonwealth claim, is hereby 
appropriated to the Department of Justice for the pay
ment thereof. 

Section 7. This act shall take effect immediately. 

APPROVED-The 5th day of July, A. D. 1957. 

GEORGE M. LEADER 

No. 285 

AN ACT 

Amending the act of May 1, 1929 (P. L. 905), entitled "An act for 
the protection of the public safety; regulating the use of high
ways, and the operation of vehicles, tractors, street cars, track
less trolley omnibuses, bicycles, pedestrians, and the riding of 
animals upon the highways of this Commonwealth; providing 
for the titling, including liens, encumbrances, and legal claims; 
registration of certain vehicles and licensing the operators there
of, upon payment of prescribed fees; prescribing and limiting 
the powers of local authorities to deal with the subject matter 
of this act; conferring powers and imposing duties upon the 
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