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No. 44

AN ACT

Amending the act of March 7, 1901 (P. L. 20), entitled “An act
for thegovernmentof cities of the secondcla8s,” further regulat-
ing contractsrelating to city affairs.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1 of article fifteen, act of March
7, 1901 (P. L. 20), entitled “An act for the government
of cities of the secondclass,” amendedApril 14, 1937
(P. L. 310) andJuly 28, 1941 (P. L. 545),as amended
to read:

ARTICLE XV.

CONTRACTS

Section 1. All contractsrelating to city affairs shall
be let to the lowest responsiblebidder, after reasonable
notice. When the contract exceeds [five hundred]
one thousanddollars such notice shall be by advertise-
ment; when less than that amount, or when purchased
at public sale, advertisementmay be dispensedwith.
Every contractshall be let in the mannerprescribedby
the council of said city, and shall be countersignedby
the city controller, and eachcontract in an amount of
one thousanddollars or less shall be executedin the
manner prescribed by ordinance of city council. All
bids shall be filed with the city controller, and shall be
openedpublicly in the mannerprescribedby the council
of said city at a time andplace to be designatedin the
advertisementor notice to bidders,andthe figuresstated
to thosepresent. No contractshall be let until council
has passedan ordinanceproviding for the letting of
the same.

All contractsin excessof one thousanddollars shall be
in writing, signedand executedin the nameof the city
by the mayor and headof the proper department. No
contractsshallbe enteredinto or executeddirectlyby the
councilsor any committeethereof.

All contractsin excessof one thousanddollars shall be
countersignedby the controller, and filed and registered
by number,dateand contentsin the mayor’soffice, and
attestedcopiesfurnishedto thecontrollerandthedepart-
ment chargedwith the work.

Every contractfor public improvementsshallbe based
upon estimateof the whole cost, furnishedby the proper
officer through the departmenthaving charge of the
improvement,andno bid in excessof suchestimateshall
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be accepted. Every such contractshall contain a clause
that it is subject to the provisionsof this act, and the
liability of the city thereon shall be limited by the
amountswhich shallhavebeenor may be, from time to
time, appropriatedfor the same. In each and every
instancewhere a contractin excessof one thousanddol-
lars is let to any person,firm, companyor corporation,
by any city of the secondclass,or any officer, officers
or departmentsof such city, for any work, material,
supplies, construction or excavation,of any kind, the
person,firm, companyor corporationshall give bond to ~s~l ~id~er
thecity to theamountof fifty percentumof theestimated
cost, with security to be approvedby the mayor: Pro-
vided, That where a long termservicecontract,covering Proviso.
a periodof two yearsor more, is let to any person,firm,
companyor corporation,then the person,firm, company
or corporationshallgive bond to the amountof fifty per
centumof the estimatedcost for the first year, andshall
thereafter,during the life of the contract,keepin effect
bond in the amount of fifty per centumof the fixed or
estimated yearly cost. The bond for the secondand
subsequentyearor yearsshallbegiven at leastsixty days
prior to the beginning of the contractyear to which it
is applicable.

No contractfor work to bedonefor, or propertyor ma-
terials to be sold or suppliedto the city, or any depart- city officers or
ment thereof,shall be madewith any councilman,officer employes.
or employeof suchcity, or with any firm, copartnership
or associationof which such councilman, officer or em-
ploye is a member; and if any councilman, officer or
employe,during the term for which he shall havebeen
elected or appointed,knowingly acquiresan interest in
any such contract he shall forfeit his office. At the
expiration of presentcontract, and every three years
thereafter,the mayor of eachof the cities of the second
classshall contract for a term of threeyears,with two
daily newspaperspublishedwithin the county in which
such city of the secondclassis situated,for the publica- ~
tion of all official advertising,the cost of which is payable
out of the municipal treasury;which said official adver-
tising shall include all ordinancesof councils, mayor’s
proclamations,all official reportsof the city officers, all
notices for opening, widening, straightening, grading,
paving and curbing, and vacationof streets,lanesand
alleys, and the construction of sewers, including all
viewers’ reportsandproposalsfor public work andsup-
plies; suchcontractsto be let to the lowestbidder, agate
measure,per line, for eachthousandof circulation, the
basis of the circulation to be the average daily sales
(exclusive of Sunday, weekly, semi-weekly and tn-
weekly issues,and also exclusive of all credits for re-
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turnedor unsoldnewspapers,andnewspapersdistributed
free of charge),of such newspaperfor the six months
next precedingthemonth in which suchadvertisingmay
be published.

APPROVED—The6th day of May, A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE
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Amending the act of May 4, 1927 (P. L. 519), entitled “An act
concerningboroughs,and revising, amending,and consolidating
the law relating to boroughs,” providing for the acquisition,
maintenanceandenlargementby theboroughof certainsewage
collection or disposalsystems.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. ~Sections2135and2136,actof May 4, 1927
(P. L. 519), known as “The Borough Code,” reenacted
andamendedJuly 10, 1947 (P. L. 1621),areamendedto
read:

Section 2135. Power to Acquire Sewer Systems.—
Any borough,in which any person,firm, or corporation
is mainliaining sewersand culverts, with the necessary
inlets and appliancesfor surface,under surface,and
sewagedrainage,or in which any person or personsare
maintaining a communitysewagecollection or disposal
systemas definedin section2137 of this act, may become
the ownerof suchsewers,culverts,inlets, andappliances,
or the owner of such communitycollection or disposal
system,by purchaseor by the exerciseof the power of
eminentdomain, or by gift from the owner or owners
thereof.

Section 2136. Assessmentof Damages.—In case of
disagreement,the amountto be paid shall be ascertained
in the mannerprovided in article fourteenof this act.
In the sameproceeding,the viewersshall assessthe costs
and expensesof the sewer,culverts, inlets, and appli-
ances,or of the sewercollection or disposalsystem,ac-
quired by the borough, upon the property benefited,
accordingto benefits,if suMcient can be found; but, if
not, then the deficiency when ascertainedshall be paid
by the borough.

Section 2. The act reenactedand amendedJuly 10,
1947 (P. L. 1621), is amendedby adding,after section
2136, a new section to read:

Section2137. CommunitySewageCollection or Dis-
posalSystems.—(a)For the purposeof this subdivision,


