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No. 51

AN ACT

Reenactingand amendingthe act of July 27, 1955 (P. L. 288),
entitled as amended,“An act making it unlawful for owners
of certain property in cities of the first class to sell or agree
to sell such property without first delivering to the purchaser
a certification of the District classification;and requiringsuch
owners to insert in any agreementof sale of such property a
statementconcerningzoning classificationand legality of the
use of such property;and providing penaltiesfor violations,”
extendingthe provisionsof the act to citiesof the secondclass.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn- Cities of the
sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows: second

Section 1. The title andsections1, 2, 3, 3.1, 4 and5,
act of July 27, 1955 (P. L. 288), entitled, as amended,
“An act making it unlawful for ownersof certainprop-
erty in citiesof the first classto sell or agreeto sellsuch
property without first delivering to the purchasera
certification of the District classification;andrequiring
such ownersto insert in any agreementof sale of such
propertya statementconcerningzoningclassificationand
legality of theuse of suchproperty;andproviding pen-
alties for violations,” amendedor addedJuly 5, 1957
(P. L. 502),are reenactedand amendedto read:

An Act

Making it unlawful for owners of certain property in rifle.
cities of the first classand in cities of thesecondclass
to sell or agreeto sell such property without first
delivering to the purchasera certification of the Dis-
trict classification;andrequiringsuch ownersto insert
in any agreementof sale of such property a state-
ment concerningzoning classificationand legality of
the useof such property;and providingpenaltiesfor
violations.

Section 1. Legislative Findings.—
(a) The GeneralAssembly finds that in cities of the

first classand in cities of the secondclassmany owners
of propertiesareusingsuchpropertiesin violation of the
zoningordinancesand regulationsof suchcities, andare
offering such propertiesfor sale without revealing such
illegal use. Many innocentpurchasersof suchproperties
are not awareof the illegal useuntil they haveentered
into agreementsof sale or have consummatedthe pur-
chase.

(b) In order to prevent unduehardshipsand losses
imposedon suchinnocentpurchasersby ownerswho have
failed to reveal the illegal use of the property being
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conveyedor who have mademisrepresentationsin that
regard, the GeneralAssemblyfinds and declaresthat in
cities of the first classand in cities of the secondclass
all sellers of property shall be required to advise the
purchaserof thelegaluseof suchproperty,andto deliver
to the purchasernot later thanat thesettlementheld for
suchpropertyauseregistrationpermit showingthe legal
useandzoning classificationfor suchproperty.

Section 2. Definitions.—

(a) “Owner” meansany persoa,co-partnership,as-
sociation,corporationor fiduciary having legal,or equit-
abletitle, or anyinterestin anyrealproperty. Whenever
used in any clause,prescribingor imposing a penalty,
theterm owner,asappliedto co-partnershipsandassocia-
tions, shallmeanthe partners,or membersthereof, and
as applied to corporations,the officers thereof.

(b) “Property” meansany building or structuresit-
uatein any city of the first classor situatein anycityof
the secondclass,exceptbuildings or structuresused,de-
signed or intended to be used, exclusively, for single
family or two-family occupancy,churchesor otherplaces
of religious worship.

(c) “Agreement of sale” meansany agreement,or
written instrument,whichprovidesthat title to anyprop-
erty shall thereafterbe transferredfrom one owner to
anotherowner,andshall include inter alia written leases
which contain options to purchasethe leasedproperty,
and leaseswhich provide that the lesseeof the property
shall acquire title theretoafter the paymentof a stip-
ulatednumberof regularrent paymentsor after a stipu-
lated period of time.

Section 3. Certificates of Zoning Classification.—In
any city of the first classand in any city of the second
class it shall be unlawful for any ownerto sell his prop-
erty, or any interesttherein, unlessthe ownershall first
deliver to the purchaserat or prior to the time for settle-
ment a certification of the District classification, issued
by the appropriate city officer indicating the zoning
classificationand the legality of the existing use of the
propertyto be sold.

Section 3.1. Agreementsof Sale.—
(a) Every ownershall insert in every agreementfor

the sale of property a provision showing the zoning
classificationof such property,and stating whether the
presentuse of the property is in compliancewith or in
violation of zoning laws andordinances.

(b) If any ownerfails to includesuch a provision in
an agreementfor the saleof property,thenin anyaction,
at law or in equity, institutedby a purchaseragainstan
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owner,it shall be conclusivelypresumedthat the owner,
at the time of the signingof suchagreement,represented
and warrantedto the purchaserthat suchproperty was
being usedin compliancewith the then existing zoning
lawsandordinances.

Section 4. Non-ConformingUses.—
A certificate from the appropriatecity officer certify-

ing that the property hasbeen approvedor designated
asanon-conforminguseshallbe deemedcompliancewith
this act.

Section 5. Penalties.—
Any ownerwho violatesthe provisionsof section 3 of

this act shall be guilty of amisdemeanor,and upon con-
viction thereof,shall be sentencedto pay a fine of not
more than one thousanddollars, or undergoimprison-
ment for not morethanoneyear,or both.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately. ~i~i~i~teIy.

APPROVED—The11thday of May, A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 52

AN ACT

Amending the actof February9, 1901 (P. L. 3), entitled “An act
to provide for increasingthe capital stockandindebtednessof
corporations,”deletingcertainrequirementsof corporateofficers.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn- Increase of cor-
porate debt.sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 3, act of February9, 1901 (P. L.
3),entitled “An act to providefor increasingthecapital
stockand indebtednessof corporations,”amendedJuly
11, 1957 (P. L. 769), is amendedto read:

Section 3. That it shall be the duty of such corpora-
tion, if consentis given to suchincreasein capital stock,
to file in theOffice of the Secretaryof the Commonwealth,
within thirty days after such consent, a certificate of
the president,avice president,or the secretary,certify-
ing the action takenby the stockholdersin compliance
with the precedingsections;andthereafterthe .increase
maybe madeat suchtimeor timesas shall be determined
by the directors.Upon the actual increaseof the capital
stock [or indebtedness]of suchcorporation,madepursu-
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