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(b) In addition to the pensionwhich is authorizedto
be paid from the firemen’spensionfund by this act and
notwithstandingthe limitations thereinplacedupon such
pensionsand upon contributions,everycontributor who
shall becomeentitled to the pensionmayalso be entitled
to the paymentof a “service increment” as hereinafter
provided.

A “service increment” may be providedby the cities
to be maintained,in part, by a monthlycharge against
eachmember. The monthlychargeagainst eachmember
shall be determinedin accordancewith and following an
actuarial investigation into the mortality and service
experienceof the members,and on the basis of such
investzgationand evaluation, the cities may certify the
rates of deduction from salary necessaryto pay the
“service increments” authorized under the provisions
of this act.

APPROVED—The14th dayof August, A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 243

AN ACT

Amending the act of June 24, 1939 (P. L. 872), entitled “An act
to consolidate,amendand revise the penal la*s of the Com-
monwealth,” authorizingthe cutting or cropping of dogs’ ears
by veterinarians.

The Penal Code. The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows:

Section 947, act Section 1. Section 947, act of June24, 1939 (P. L.
of June24,1939, 872), known as “The PenalCode,” is amendedto read:
amended.

Section 947. Cropping Ears of Dogs; Prima Facie
Evidence of Violation.—Whoevercrops or cuts off, or
causesor procuresto be croppedor cut off, the whole,,
or part of the ear or earsof a dog, [unlesssuch person
hasin his or her possessiona certificateof aduly licensed
veterinarian, stating that such cropping or cutting is
necessaryfor the healthof thedog,] or showsor exhibits
or procuresthe showingor exhibition of any dog whose
earis or earsare croppedor cut off, in wholeor in part,
unlessthe personshowingsuch dog hasin his possession
either a certificate of a [duly licensed] veterinarian
statingthat such croppingwas [necessaryfor the health
of the dog,] done by the veterinarianor a certificateof
registrationfrom a county treasurer,showingthat such
dog wascut or croppedbeforethis sectionbecameeffec-
tive, shall, upon conviction thereof in a summarypro-
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ceeding, be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding
twenty-five dollars ($25), and costsof the proceedings,
or undergoimprisonmentfor not morethan thirty (30)
days, and, for a secondor subsequentoffense,shall be
sentencedto pay a fine not exceedingone hundred dol-
Jars($100), or undergoimprisonmentfor notmorethan
sixty (60) days.

The provisions of this section shall not prevent a
veterinarianfrom cutting or cropping the wholeor part
of the ear or ears of a dogwhensuchdog is anesthetized,
and shall not preventany person from causing or pro-
curing suchcutting or cropping of a dog’sear or ears by
a veterinarian.

The possessionby any personof a dog with an earor
earscut off or cropped and with the wound resulting
therefromunhealed,or anysuchdog being found in the
charge or custodyof any person or confined upon the
premisesowned by or under the control of any person,
shall be prima facie evidenceof a violation of this section
by such person, exceptas provided for in this section.

The owner of any dog whoseearor earshavebeencut
off or croppedbefore this sectionbecameeffective may,
if a residentof this Commonwealth,registersuch dog
with the treasurerof the county wherehe resides,and if
a nonresidentof this Commonwealth,with the treasurer
of any county of this Commonwealth, by certifying,
underoath, that the earor earsof suchdog were cut or
cropped before this section became effective, and the
payment of a fee of one dollar ($1) into the county
treasury. The said treasurershall thereupon issue to
such persona certificateshowingsuch dog to be *a law-
fully croppeddog.

APPROVED—The14th day of August, A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 244

AN ACT

Amendingthe act of May 22, 1933 (P. L. 853),entitled “An act re-
lating to taxation; designating thesubjects,propertyandpersons
subject to and exempt from taxation for all local purposes;
providing for and regulating the assessmentand valuation of
persons,property and subjectsof taxationfor county purposes,
and for the use of thosemunicipal and quasi-municipalcor-
porations’which levy their taxes on county assessmentsand
valuations; amending,revising and consolidating the law re-
lating thereto; and repealingexisting laws,” exemptingcertain
property from taxation.
* “a” omitted in original.


