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ent,hold a hearing,without a jury, to ascertainwhether
the personnamedin the petition has refusedto submit
to an examination to determinewhether he or she is
infectedwith venerealdisease,tuberculosisor any other
communicabledisease,or that such personis a carrier.
Upon a finding that the personhasrefusedto submit to
suchexaminationand that therewasno valid reason for
such person so to do, the court shall forthwith order
suchpersonto submitto the examination. Thecertificate
of the physician appendedto the petition shall be re-
ceivedin evidenceand shall constituteprima facie evi-
dence that the person therein named is suspectedof
being infectedwith venerealdisease,tuberculosisor any
other communicabledisease,or that such person is a
carrier. The examinationorderedby the court may be
performed by a physicianof his own choice at his own
expense. The examination shall include physical and
laboratorytests performedin a laboratoryapprovedby
the secretary,andshall be conductedin accordancewith
acceptedprofessionalpractices,and the results thereof
shall be reportedto the local healthboardor healthde-
partment on forms furnished by the Department of
Health. Any personrefusing to undergoan examina-
tion, ashereinprovided,may be committedby the court
to an institution in this Commonwealthdeterminedby
the Secretaryof Health to be suitable for the careof
such cases.

Act effective Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
immediately.

APPROVED-The11th dayof September,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 344

AN ACT

Amending the act of April 23, 1956 (P. L. 1510), entitled, as
amended,“An act providing for the preventionand control of
communicableandnon-communicablediseasesincluding venereal
diseases,fixing responsibilityfor diseasepreventionand control,
requiring reports of diseases,and authorizing treatment of
venerealdiseases,and providing for premarital and prenatal
blood tests; amending, revising and consolidating the laws
relating thereto; and repealingcertainacts,” providing for the
committing and treatmentof recalcitrantpersonssuspectedof
beinginfected with venerealdisease,tuberculosisor any other
communicabledisease.

tion and Control The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Penn-
Law of 1955. sylvania herebyenactsas follows:

~floiifl a~t~f Section 1. Subsection(a) of section11, act of April
April 23,1956, 23, 1956 (P. L. 1510), known as the “DiseasePreven-
amended. ‘ tion and Control Law of 1955,” is amendedto read:
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Section 11. PersonsRefusing to Submit to Treat-
ment for VenerealDiseases,Tuberculosisor Any Other
CommunicableDisease.—

[(a) If the secretaryor any local healthofficer finds
that any personwho is infected with a venerealdisease
in a communicablestagerefusesto submit to treatment
approvedby the departmentor by a local boardor de-
partment of health, the secretary or the local health
officer may file a bill in equity in the court of common
pleasof the county in which the personis presentto
commit suchpersonto an appropriateinstitution desig-
natedby thedepartmentor by thelocal boardor depart-
ment of healthfor safekeepingand treatmentuntil the
diseasehas beenrenderednon-communicable.](a.1) If
the secretary or any local health officer finds that any
personwhois infectedwith venerealdisease,tuberculosis
or any other communicablediseasein a communicable
stagerefuses to submit to treatment approvedby the
departmentor by a local boardor departmentof health,
the secretary or his representativeor the local medical
health officer may cause the person to be isolatedin an
appropriateinstitution designatedby the departmentor
by the local board or departmentof health for safe-
keeping and treatmentuntil the disease has been ren-
derednon-communicable.

(a.2) The secretary or the local health officer may
file a petition in the court of commonpleasof the county
in which the personis presentto commitsuchpersonto
an appropriate institutiondesignatedby the department
or by the local board or departmentof health for safe-
keepingand treatmentuntil suchtime as the diseasehas
been rendered non-communicable.Upon filing of such
petition, the court shall, within twenty-fourhoursafter
service of a copy thereof upon the respondent,hold a
hearing,without a jury, to ascertainwhetherthe person
namedin the petition hasrefusedto submit to treatment.
Upon a finding that the personhas refusedto submit to
such treatment, the court shall forthwith order such
person to be committedto an appropriate institution or
hospital designatedby the departmentor by the local
board or departmentof health.

(a.3) For the purpose of this section, it is under-
stoodthat treatmentapprovedby the departmentor by
a local board or departmentof health shall include
treatmentby a duly accreditedpractitioner of any well
recognizedchurch or religious denominationwhich relies
on prayer or spiritual means alone for healing: Pro-
vided, however,That all requirementsrelating to sanita-
tion, isolation or quarantineare compliedwith.

APPROVED—The11thday of September,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE


