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No. 403

AN ACT

Reenactingand amendingthe act of June21, 1957 (P. L. 392),
entitled “An act requiringthat meetingsof the governingbodies
of political subdivisions and of certain authorities and other
agenciesperforming essentialgovernmentalfunctions shall be
opento the public,” requiringpublic noticeof suchmeetingsand
prescribingpenalties.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn- Public meetingsby public bodies.
sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. The title and the act of June 21, 1957 Title and act ofJune 21, 1957,
(P. L. 392),entitled An act requiring that meetingsof i’. L. 392,
the governingbodiesof political subdivisionsandof cer-
tam authoritiesandother agenciesperformingessential
governmentalfunctionsshall be opento the public,” are
reenactedandamendedto read:

AN ACT

Requiring that meetings of the governing bodies of New title.
political subdivisionsand of certain authorities and
other agencies performing essential governmental
functions shall be open to the public; requiring pub-
lic notice of suchmeetings;and prescribingpenalties.

Section 1. In this act the following terms shallhave Definitions.

the following meanings:

(A) “Board.” The boardof county commissionersof
any county, the council of any city, boroughor incorpo-
ratedtown, the boardof commissionersof any township
of the first class, the board of supervisorsof any town-
ship of the secondclass,the school boardof any school
district or the board, commission or other governing
body of the PennsylvaniaTurnpike Commissionor of
any Stateor municipal authority or similar organization
createdby, °rpursuantto, a statutewhich declares,in
substance,that such organizationperformsor hasfor its
purposethe performanceof an essentialgovernmental
function andthat its bondsshallnot pledgethe faith or
credit or be obligationsof the Commonwealthor of any
political subdivision.

(B) “Public Meeting.” That part of any meetingof
a boardduring which it votesupon any ordinance,reso-
lution, motion or other official action proposedby or to
the board dealing with the receipt, borrowing or dis-
bursementof funds or the acquisition,useor disposalof
servicesor of any supplies,materials,equipmentor other
property or the fixing of personal or property rights,
privileges,immunities, dutiesor obligationsof any per-
sonor group of persons:Provided,That the term “Pub-
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lie Meeting’’ shallnot meanany meeting,the publication
of the factsconcerningwhich would disclosethe institu-
tion, progressor result of an investigationundertaken
by a board in the performanceof its official duties.

Section 2. Every public meetingof a boardshall be

opento the public.
Section 3. Every board shall hold all public meet-

ings, at specified timesandplaces,of which public notice
shall begiven. (A) Public noticeof the scheduleof regu-
lar meetingshall be givenonce for eachcalendaror fiscal
year,andshall showthe regulardatesandtimesfor meet-
ings and the place at which meetingsare held. Public
notice of eachspecial meetingand of eachrescheduled
regularor specialmeetingshallbe given of the date,time
and place of eachmeeting. Public notice shall be given
(1) by posting a copy of the notice prominently at the
principal office of the body holding the meetingor at the
public building in which the meeting is to be held, or
(2) by publishing the notice, once, in onenewspaperof
generalcirculation in the political subdivisionwhere the
meeting will be held. (B) Public notice shall be given
at leastthreedays prior to the time of the first regularly
scheduledmeeting in the case of regular meetings,and
at least [twelve] twenty-four hoursprior to the time of
the meeting in the caseof specialor rescheduledmeet-
ings. (C) Publication in the legal periodical of the
county shall not be required. The body holding any
meeting shall supply, on request, copies of the public
notice thereof to any newspaperof general circulation
in the political subdivision in which the meetingwill be
held andto any radio stationwhich regularly broadcasts
into the political subdivision.

Section 4. Any memberof a board who participates
in any public meeting,knowing that it is being held or
conductedin violation of the provisions of section 2 of
this act, upon summary conviction thereof, shall be
sentencedto pay a fine not less than ten dollars ($10)
nor more than twenty-five dollars ($25) and costs of
prosecution.

Section 5. The act of May 31, 1947 (P. L. 334), en-
titled “An act requiring that all meetingsof legislative
bodies of political subdivisionsand of boards, commis-
sionsandauthorities. createdby or operatingasagencies
of political subcli\-isionsat which ordinances.resolutions,
rules, regulationsand other actions are adoptedto be
open to the public; permitting the holding of executive
sessionsfrom which the public is excluded,but prohibit-
ing the adoption of ordinances,resolutions, rules and
regulations at such sessions,’’ and section 424, act of
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March 10, 1949 (P. L. 30), known as the “Public School
Code of 1949,” added May 9, 1949 (P. L. 939), are
repealed.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately. ~e~tI
1
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APPROVED—The28th day of September,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 404

AN ACT

Amending the act of June 25, 1937 (P. L. 2086), entitled “An
act providing for the making of compactsby the Common-
wealth with other statesfor mutual helpfulnessin relation to
personson probation or parole; and imposing certain powers
and duties on the Governor and the Board of Pardons,” whereby
the term “State” shall mean any one of the severalstatesand
certain territories and possessionsof the United States.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn- Inte~r~tate
1

C~m-

sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows: to probation andparole.

Section 1. The act of June 25, 1937 (P. L. 2086), Act of June 25,
entitled “An act providing for the making of compacts ~
by the Commonwealthwith other statesfor mutualhelp- ~

fulness in relation to personson probation or parole;
andimposing certain powersandduties on the Governor
andthe Boardof Pardons,” is amendedby adding,after
section 1, a new section to read:

Section1.1. It is hereby declared that the term ir~it~nof
“State,” asusedin theact of June25, 1937 (P.L. 2086),
meansany one of the severalstatesand the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islandsand the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

It is herebyrecognizedandfurther declaredthat, pur-
suant to the consentand authorizationcontainedin sec-
tion iii (b) of title 4 of the UnitedStatesCode,as added
by Public Law 970, 84th Congress,Chapter941, 2d Ses-
sion, this State shall be a party to said InterstateCom-
pact for the Supervisionof Paroleesand Prabationers
with any additional jurisdiction legally joining therein,
when suchjurisdiction shall have enactedsaid compact
in accordancewith the terms thereof.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately. ~
APPROVED—The29th day of September,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE


