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of such officials a designated,qualified agent or agents
of the employer,and c~tleast two personsselectedby the
employes working i’n the mine, shall be formed to
acquaint the workers pjith the shortcomingsof the mine
as indicated by the State mine inspector, and prescrib-
ing appropriateprecautionsand remedial action.

The mine superintcndentshall execute,on behalf of
the safety committee,a monthly report on the last work
day of each calendai month with the Department of
Mines and Mineral Industries, containing a statement
that the committeemct and a summaryof the informa-
tion that was furnishedto the employes.

* * * * *

APPROVED—The12h dayof November,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 524

AN ACT

SectIon 1, act
May 9, 1889.
P. ~. 154,
amended.

Duty of court.

Amending the act of Mc,y 9, 1889 (P. L. 154), entitled “An act
to provide for the reco’rery of the bodiesof workmenenclosed,
buried or entombedin coal mines,” requiring the Department
of Mines and Mineral :~ndustriesto bring actions of mandamus
for the recoveryof bodiesof workmenentombedin coal mines
in certaincasesand empoweringthe court to makefinding and
decreethe deathof suchpersons.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniaherebyenact~as follows:

Section 1. Section 1, act of May 9, 1889 (P. L. 154),
entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the recovery of the
bodiesof workmen enclosed,buried or entombedin coal
mines,’’ is amendedto read:

Section 1. Be it 3nacted, &c., That whenever any
workman or workmen shall heretofore have been, or
shall hereafterbe *enclosed, entombedor buried in any
coal mine in this Commonwealth,it shall be the duty
of the court, sitting in equity, in the county wherein
such workman or wcrkmen are enclosed,entombedor
buried, upon the pet:.tion of the Departmentof Mines
and Mineral Industries brought wheneverany of the
relativesof thoseenclosed,entombedor buriedso request
in writing, to makean order of court for the petitioner
to take testimony,in order that the court may ascertain
whethersuchworkrna:aor workmen,or the body or bodies
of suchworkman or workmen,can be recoveredor taken

Inclosed” in original.



SESSIONOF 1959. 1505

out of said mine, and further empoweringthe court to
make a finding and decree that the person enclosed,
entombedor buried is legally dead, togetherwith such
findingsof fact including the date of death as is neces-

• sary or proper. If, after full hearing, it shall appear
to the court that such undertakingis feasible or prac-
ticable, said court may forthwith issue a peremptory
mandamusto the owner or owners, lesseeor lessees,
operator or operatorsof such coal company, to forth-
with proceedto work for and recoverand take out the
body or bodies of such workmanor workmen, and said
court shall havefull authority to enforcesuch peremp-
tory mandamusin the manneralreadyprovided for the
enforcementof suchprocess.

Section 2. No rule of civil procedureheretofore or
hereafterpromulgatedby the SupremeCourt shall have
any effect upon the operationof this act.

APPROVED—The12thday of November,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 525

AN ACT

Mandamus to
owner, etc., of
mines, for
recovery of
bodies.

Operation of act.

To provide for the assignmentof counselin criminal casesin cer-
tain counties and for the allowance of compensationin such
cases.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn- ~ and 8tl~
sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows: classes.

Section 1. In countiesof the fifth, sixth, seventhand
eighth classes,wheneverany personbeing under indict-
ment chargedwith a felony other thanmurder, or with
a misdemeanor,shall make and file with the clerk of
the court of quarter sessionsan affidavit, setting forth
that he or she is wholly destituteof meansto employ
counsel and preparefor his or her defense,the judge
sitting in the court of oyer and terminer or the court
of quarter sessionsto whom such affidavit is presented
may, in his discretion,assignto suchpersonone attorney
as counselto representsuch person,and, if the caseis
tried, to defend such personat the trial of the case,
andwhen servicesare renderedby counselin pursuance
of such assignment,the judge sitting at the trial of the
case may allow such counsel reasonablecompensation

A person under
indictment, ex-
cept in murder
cases,may file a
pauper’s affidavit
and the court
may assign
counsel to defend
and to be paid
by the county.


