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No. 592

AN ACT
Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P. L. 30), entitled “An act

relating to the public sch.ol system,including certainprovisions
applicableas well to prirate and parochial schools; amending,
revising, consolidating aij d changing the laws relating thereto,”
providing that certainaaiistant county superintendentsmay be
appointedto serve two o:~more countiesjointly.

Public School The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Penn-
Code of 1949. sylvania herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Section1053,act of March 10, 1949 (P. L.
30), known as the “Public School Code of 1949,”
amendedMay 9, 1949 (P. L. 939), is amendedto read:

Section 1053. Appo~.ntmentof Assistant Superin-
tendents.—Assistantccunty superintendentsshall be
appointedby majorityvoteof the countyboardof school
directorsto servea sing~ecountyor two or morecounties
jointly, on nomination )f the county superintendent,to
serveuntil the end of the term of office of the county
superintendent. The cuperintendent of each county
entitled to one or more assistantsuperintendentsshall,
within fifteen (15) day~after receivinghis commission,
nominate to the count~rboard of school directors the
numberof assistantsuperintendentsto which he is en-
titled. The personsso nDminatedshall furnish the presi-
dent of the county boird of school directorsevidence
of eligibility in accordancewith the regulationsof the
State Council of Education. The countysuperintendent
of two or more countifs may agreewith the Superin-
tendent of Public Ins;~ructionto recommend to the
county board that an issistant county superintendent
be appointedto serve two or more countiesjointly.

t”To. 593

AN ACT

Amending the act of July 15, 1957 (P. L. 901), entitled “An act
giving cities of the third classthe right andpower to adoptone
of severalplansof option~lchartersand to exercise the powers
and authority of local self.governmentsubjectto certain restric-
tions and limitations; prcviding proceduresfor such adoption
and defining the effect thereof,” providing for the election of
the city treasurer.

Whereas,under the presentlaw which provides for
optional charter plans the position of city treasureris
an appointive one, and

Section 1053,
act of March 10,
1949, P. L. 30,
amended May
9, 1949, P. L.
939, further
amended.

Preamble.

APPROVED—The 30th lay of November,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE
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Whereas,under the presentthird classcity code the
treasureris elected,and

Whereas,the treasurerin any third classcity, whether
it is one that operatesunder the codeor under the Op-
tional charterplan,has a greatdeal of responsibilityto
the peoplein that he collects the taxesfor the city, for
the county, and in manycasesfor variousotherpolitical
subdivisions,and

Whereas,a personwith suchresponsibilitiesshouldbe

elected; therefore,

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn- Optional Third

sylvania herebyenactsas follows: ~iSr5te?~Law.

Section 1. Sections402 and 403, subsection(b) of
section406, subsections(a), (c) and (d) of section415,
sections502 and 503, subsection(b) of section506, sec-
tion 510 and subsection(b) of section621, act of July
15, 1957 (P. L. 901), known as the “Optional Third
ClassCity CharterLaw,” areamendedto read:

Section 402. Eachcity hereundershall be governed
by an electedcouncil, an electedmayor, an electedtreas-
urer andan electedcontroller andby suchotherofficers
and employesas may be duly appointedpursuant to
this article, generallaw or ordinance.

Section 403. The mayor, the treasurer and the con-
troller shall be elected by the voters of the city at a
regular municipal election, and shall serve for a term
of four yearsbeginning on the first Mondayof January
next following his election.

Section 406. * C *

(b) If a vacancyoccurs in the office of mayor, city
treasurer or city controller, the city council shall fill
suchvacancy,within thirty days thereafter,by choosing
a mayor, a city treasureror a city controller,as the case
may be, to serve until his successoris elected by the
qualified electors at the next municipal election, oc-
curring at least two hundreddays after such vacancy
occurs, and is duly sworn into office. The person so
elected shall serve from the first Monday of January
next succeedinghis election for the remainder of the
term of the personoriginally electedto such office.

If, by reasonof a tie vote or otherwise,a vacancyin
the office of mayor, treasureror controllershallnothave
beenflUed by council within the time as limited herein,
the court of commonpleas,uponpetition of ten or more
qualified electors,shall fill suchvacancyby the appoint-
ment of a qualified personfor the portion of the un-
expiredterm as hereinprovided.

SectIons 402 and
403, subsectIon
(b), section 406,
subsections (a),
(C) and (d).
section 415, sec-
tions 502 and
503, subsection
(b), section 506,
section 510 and
subsection (b),
section 621, act
of July 15, 1957,
P. L. 901,
amended.
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Section 415. (a) The [city shallhavea city treasurer
who shall be appointedby the mayor with the advice
and consent of the cc’uncil. He] city treasurer shall
perform suchfunctionsanddutiesandhavesuchpowers
relating to the collect~.on,receiving, safe keeping and
paymentover of publii moneysincluding city, county,
institution district and schooldistrict taxesas provided
by general law and shall have such other functions,
powersanddutiesas may be assignedto him by council.

* a * * *

(c) Each departmentshall be headedby a director
who shall be appointedby the mayor with the advice
andconsentof the council. Eachdepartmenthead [and
the city treasurer]shall serveduring the term of office
of the mayorappointinghim, anduntil theappointment
and qualification of hij; successor.

(d) The mayor may, in his discretion, remove [the
city treasurerand] any departmentheadafter notice
and an opportunity to be heard. Prior to removing a
[treasurer or] departix.enthead, the mayor shall first
file written notice of hi~intention with the council, and
such removal shall become effective on the twentieth
day after the filing of such notice.

* * a * a

Section 502. Each city under this article shall be
governedby an elected ~ouncil,an electedcontroller, an
appointedcity manager, [and an appointedcity treas-
urer] an electedtreasursrandby suchotherofficers and
employes as may be dilly appointedpursuant to this
article, generallaw or rdinance.

Section 503. The controller and the treasurer shall
beelectedby thevoters of thecity at aregularmunicipal
election, andshall serve for a term of four yearsbegin-
ning the first Monday of January next following his
election.

Section 506. C * *

(b) If a vacancyoccnrsin the office of city controller
or city treasurer,the cit:7 council shall fill such vacancy,
within thirty days ther~after, by choosing a city con-
troller or city treasurer to serveuntil his successoris
elected by the qualified electors at the next municipal
election, occurringat leasttwo hundreddaysaftersuch
vacancyoccurs,and is dt.ly sworn into office. Theperson
so electedshall serve from the first Monday of January
next succeedinghis election for the remainderof the
term of the personoriginally electedto suchoffice.

If, by reasonof a tie vote or otherwise,suchvacancy
shall not have been filled by council within the time
as limited herein, the ~ourt of common pleas, upon
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petition of ten or more qualified electors,shall fill such
vacancyby the appointmentof a qualified person for
the portion of the unexpiredterm as hereinprovided.

Section 510. The city council shall appoint a city
manager[a city treasurer]and a city clerk. The office
of city managerand city clerk may be held by the
sameperson. The council mayprovidefor themannerof
appointment of a city solicitor, any planning board,
zoning board of adjustmentor personnelboard in the
city, andmay createcommissionsand other bodieswith
advisory powers.

Section 621. * * *

(b) If an electedcity treasureror city controller is
in office at thetime of theadoptionof an optionalcharter
plan under the provisionsof this act, a treasureror con-
troller, as the casemay be, shallnot be [appointedor]
elected to take office until after the resignation,death,
removalor expiration of the term of said treasureror
controller.

APPRovr~.—The30th day of November,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 594

AN ACT

Amending the act of June 24, 1939 (P. L. 872), entitled “An act
to consolidate,amend and revise the penal laws of the Com-
monwealth,” changingthe method for determining the penalty
to be imposed for the crime of murder of the first degree.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn- The Penal Code.
sylvania herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 701, act of June24, 1939 (P. L. ~
872),known as “The PenalCode,” is amendedto read: P. L. 872,amended.

Section 701. Murder of the First andSecondDegree.
—All murder which shall be perpetratedby meansof
poison,or by lying in wait, or by any otherkind of will-
ful, deliberateand premeditatedkilling, or which shall
be committed in the perpetrationof, or attemptingto
perpetrateany arson, rape, robbery, burglary, or kid-
napping,shall be murder in the first degree. All other
kinds of murdershall be murder in the seconddegree.
The jury before whom any personindicted for murder
shall be tried, shall, if they find such person guilty
thereof, ascertainin their verdict whether the person
is guilty of murder of the first or seconddegree. If
such personis convictedby confession,the court shall


