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Section 1. Be it enacted,&c., That a commissionis ~ ~
hereby createdwhich shall consist of ten membersto sion created.
serve without compensation,five of whom shall be ap-
pointed by the President pro tempore of the Senate,
andfive shall be appointedby the Speakerof the House.
The commissionshall be known as the “Local Govern-
ment Commission.” The term of eachmemberof the Term of office.
commission shall run from the date of his respective
appointmentuntil the endof the nextregularsessionof
the GeneralAssemblyin odd numberedyearsanduntil
his successoris appointedandqualified. After the close
of eachregular sessionof the GeneralAssemblyin odd
numbered years, the President pro tempore and the
Speakershallmakethe appointmentsauthorizedby this
section. Any vacancyhappeningin the membershipof Filling vacancies.
the commissionshall be filled by the appointingpower
making the original appointmentfor theunexpiredterm.
The commissionshall organizeas soon as may be after ~ of

the closeof eachregularsessionof the GeneralAssembly
in odd numberedyears, at the call of the Presidentpro
tempore of the Senate,by electing a chairman, vice-
chairman,and a secretary.The secretaryneednot be a
memberof the commission.

Section 7. Any [biennial] appropriationto the com- Expenditure of
mission shall be used in accordancewith the purposes, ~i’~ ~‘~‘

if any, expressedin the appropriationact and for the commission.
paymentof the expensesof the membersof the com-
mission; for the compensationand expensesof the sec-
retary and other appointeesof the commission; for
printing; for postage, supplies, telephone, telegraph,
rent, and miscellaneousexpenses;and generally for the
purposesof carryinginto effect theprovisionsof this act.

APPROVED—The8th day of December,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 648

AN ACT

Amending the act of June 12, 1951 (P. L. 533), entitled “An act
relating to mental health, including mental illness, mental de-
fect, epilepsy and inebriety; and amending, revising, consoli-
datingandchangingthe lawsrelating thereto,”changingrequire-
ments for admission or detentionof certain patients, further
regulating the paymentof costs for the care of such patients,
andlimiting liability for suchpayment.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn- ~ of
sylvania hereby enactsas follows: 1951.
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t Section 1. Section 703, act of June12, 1951 (P. L.
P. L. 533, 533), known as “The Mental Health Act of 1951 “ is
amended by add-
ing a new sub- amendedby adding,at the endthereof,anew subsection
section (t).

to read:

Section 703. Court Order for Payment of Costs.—

* a * a *

(f) The liability of any personnot a patientfor pay-
mentof costsof careof ony mentaldefectiveor epileptic
patientshall be theamountof the court order regardless
of the actual costsof care of suchpatient, and payment
of the amountso orderedshall relieve any personnot a
patient of all further lii.bility for paymentof costs of
care of such mental defectiveor epileptic patient.

Subsection Section 2. Subsection(a) of section 726 of the act
the act, is amendedto read:
amended.

Section 726. Mental’ Defectives and Epileptics in
Schools.—(a) No superintendentof any school shall
acceptan application fcr the admissionof any mental
defective or epileptic until the Departmentof Revenue
has fixed the amount,if any,to be paid, by the patient
and by the parents of t~epatient for the maintenance
of the patient. The amount [shall be fixed according
to the ability to pay of the parentof the patient, or]
to be paid by the patient shall be fixed according to
the value of his estate. The amount to be paid by the
parent of the patient shall be fixed according to the
ability of the parent to pay, taking into consideration
the incomeof the parent, the number of other persons
supportedby the parent and the other financial obliga.-
tions of the parent. [Payment of] Agreement to pay
the amount so [far as thereis ability to pay,] fixedshall
be requiredas a conditionto the admissionor detention
of the patient. The amount may be changedfrom time
to time by the Departmentof Revenueupon its re-
ceiving further informa~ionconcerningability to pay.
The liability of a parent ror paymentof the maintenance
of anymentallydefectiveor epilepticshall be the amount
so fixed or so changedI y the Departmentof Revenue,
and paymentof the amowntso fixed or so changedshall
relieve the parent of a.ll Further liability for paymentof
the maintenanceof the patient.

* * ~ * *

APPROVED.—TIie 10th cay of December,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE


