
1944 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

No. 709

AN ACT
Amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P. L. 177), entitled “An act

providing for andreorganizingthe conductof the executiveand
administrativework of the Commonwealthby the Executive
Departmentthereofand theadministrativedepartments,boards,
commissions,and officers thereof, including the boardsof trus-
teesof StateNormal Schools or TeachersColleges; abolishing,
creating, reorganizing or authorizing the reorganization of
certain administrativedepartments,boards, and commissions;
defining the powers and duties of the Governor and other
executiveandadministrativeofficers,andof the severaladminis-
trativedepartments,boards,commissions,andofficers; fixing the
salariesof the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain
other executive and administrative officers; providing for the
appointmentof certainadministrativeofficers, and of all depu-
ties and other assistantsand employesin certain departmentth,
boards,and commissions;and prescribingthe mannerin which
the numberandcompensationof the deputiesandall otheras-
sistantsand employesof certaindepartments,boardsand com-
missions shall be determined,” creating the State Board of
Public Welfare and several departmentaladvisory committees
within the Departmentof Public Welfare; abolishing certain
existing boards,councils, commissionsand committees; trans-
ferring powersfrom the StateCouncil for the Blind to the De-
partmentof Public Welfare, and giving the Departmentof
Public Welfare power to reimbursecounties for child welfare
programsand purchasecertainservices.

~he ~d~nin1~stra- The0eneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn-
1929. sylvania herebyenactsas follows:

Sect
1

ofnA
2

O~
1
9 Section 1. As much as appliesto the Departmentof

1929, p. ~ i7~, Public Welfareof section202, act of April 9, 1929 (P. L~
~ 177), known as “The Administrative Code of 1929,”
further amended, amendedJuly 13, 1957 (P. L. 852), is amendedto read:

Section 202. Departmental Administrative Boards,
Commissionsand Offices.—The following boards, com-
missions,andoffices areherebyplacedandmadedepart-
mental administrativeboards, commissions,or offices, as
the casemay be, in the respectiveadministrativedepart-
mentsmentionedin the precedingsection,as follows:

* * * * *

In the Departmentof Public Welfare,
[State Council for the Blind,
Boardof Trusteesof the PeniisylvaniaTraining School

for Girls,
Boardof Trusteesof the PennsylvaniaTraining School

at Morganza,
Board of Trusteesof PennsylvaniaTraining Schoolat

K is-Lyii, Luzeiiie Conuty, Pennsylvania,]
Board of Trusteesof the Youth DevelopmentCenter

at Canonsburg,.
Board of Trusteesof Allentown State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Clarks Summit State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Danvihle State Hospital,
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Board of Trusteesof Embreeville State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Farview State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Harrisburg State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof llollidaysburg State 1-lospital,
Board of Trusteesof Mayview State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Norristown State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Philadelphia State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof RetreatState Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof SomersetState Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Warren State 1-lospital,
Board of Trusteesof Wernersville State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Woodville State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Torrance State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Ashland State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof BlossburgState Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Coaldale State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Connellsville State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Dixmont State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Hazleton State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof LocustMountain StateHospital,
Board of Trusteesof Nanticoke State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Philipsburg State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof ScrantonState Hospital,
Board of Trustees *of ShaniokinState Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Laurelton State Village,
Board of Trusteesof PennhurstState School,
Board of Trusteesof Polk State School,
Board of Trusteesof SelinsgroveState School;
[State Board of Public Assistance]
$ * * * *

All the foregoingdepartmentaladministrativeboards
and commissions shall be organized or reorganizedas
providedin this act.

Section 2. As much as appliesto the Departmentof ~ecttoi~ ~r~e~jed
Public Welfare of section 203 of the act, amendedJuly July 1.4,1957.

13, 1957 (P. L. 852),is amendedto read: t~eraneided.

Section 203. Advisory Boards and Commissions.—
The following advisory boards and commissions are
placedin andmadepartsof the respectiveadministrative
departments,as follows:

* * * * *

In the Departmentof Public Welfare,
[StateWelfare Commission,]
[Advisory Council on Mental Health,]
State Board of Public Welfare,
Advisory Committeefor the Aging,
Advisory Committeefor the Blind,
Advisory Committeefor General and SpecialHospi-

tals,
* “of” lint In original.
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Advisory Committeefor Children and Youth,
Advisory Committeefor Public Assistance,
Advisory Committeefor Mental Health;
* * * * *

Section 401 of Section 3. Section401 of theact, amendedDecember
~:c~~e~rd 14, 1955 (P. L. 853), is amendedto read:
1955, P. L. 853,
further amended. Section 401. Boardsof Trusteesof StateInstitutions.

—The boardsof trusteesof eachof the Stateinstitutions
hereinaftermentionedshall consistof nine members,and
the headof the departmenthaving supervisionover the
institution ex officio.

The terms of eachmemberof each such board shall
be six years, and until his successoris appointedand
qualified.

The termsof the first threemembersof all boards,the
membersof which now serve for terms of four years,
appointedby the Governoron or after the third Tuesday
of January,1959, shall expire on the third Tuesdayof
January, 1961. The terms of the next three members
appointedshallexpireon the third Tuesdayof January,
1963. The terms of the next threemembersappointed
shall expire on the third Tuesday of January, 1965.
Their successorsandall membersof all boards,appointed
to succeedmemberswho haveservedsix year terms,shall
be appointedfor termsof six yearsfrom the dateof the
expiration of the precedingterm. Vacancieshappening
before the expiration of a term shall be filled for the
unexpiredterm.

Five membersof any such board shall constitute a
quorum.

Each such boardshall annually elect a presidentand
vice-presidentfrom amongits members,and a secretary
and treasurerwho need not be membersof the board.
The secretaryand treasurermay be the sameperson.

This sectionshallapply to:
Board of Trusteesof ThaddeusStevensTrade School,
Board of Trusteesof PennsylvaniaState Oral School

for the Deaf,
Board of Trusteesof Scotland School for Veterans’

Children,
Board of Trusteesof West Chester State Teachers’

College,
Board of Trusteesof Millersville State Teachers’Col-

lege,
Board of Trusteesof Kutztown State Teachers’ Col-

lege, I

Boardof Trusteesof EastStroudsburgStateTeachers’
College,

Boardof Trusteesof MansfieldStateTeachers’College,
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lege,
Board~of Trusteesof ShippensburgState Teachers’

College,
Boardof Trusteesof Lock HavenStateTeachers’Col-

lege,
Board of Trusteesof IndianaStateTeachers’College,
Board of Trusteesof California State Teachers’Col-

lege,
Board of Trusteesof Slippery Rock State Teachers’

College,
Board of Trusteesof Edinboro State Teachers’Col-

lege,
Board of Trusteesof Clarion State Teachers’College,
Boardof Trusteesof CheyneyStateTeachers’College,
Board of Trustees of PennsylvaniaSoldiers’ and

Sailors’ Home,
[Board of Trusteesof the PennsylvaniaTraining

Schoolfor Girls,]
Board of Trustees of State Industrial Home for

Women,
[Board of Trusteesof PennsylvaniaTraining School

at Morganza,]
Board of Trusteesof the Youth DevelopmentCenter

at Canonsburg,
[Board of Trusteesof

at Kis-Lyn, Luzerne
Board of Trusteesof
Board of Trusteesof
Board of Trustees‘of

PennsylvaniaTraining School
County, Pennsylvania,]

Allentown State Hospital,
Clarks Summit State Hospital,
Danville State Hospital,

of Embreeville State Hospital,
of Farview State Hospital,
of Harrisburg State Hospital,
of Hollidaysburg State Hospital,
of Mayview State Hospital,
of Norristown State Hospital,
of PhiladelphiaState Hospital,
of RetreatState Hospital,
of SomersetState Hospital,
of WarrenState Hospital,
of Wernersville State Hospital,
of Woodville State Hospital,
of Torrance State Hospital,
of Ashland State Hospital,
of BlossburgState Hospital,
of Coaldale State Hospital,
of Connellsville State Hospital,
of Dixmont State Hospital,
of HazletonState Hospital,

Boardof Trusteesof LocustMountain StateHospital,
Board of Trusteesof Nanticoke State Hospital,
Board of Trusteesof Philipsburg State Hospital,

Board of Trusteesof BloomsburgStateTeachers’Col-

Board of
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Board of
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Board of
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Section 448 of
the act, amended
March 20, 1956,
P. L. 1310,
amended by
adding two new
clauses (k) and
(1).

* * * * *

(k) The State Board of Public Welfare is hereby
created. The board shall consist of the Secretary of
Public Welfare, cx officio, and sixteen (16) members
appointedby the Governor. Four (4) membersshall be
appointedfrom amongthe membersof the GeneralAs-
sembly,two (2) from the Senateand two (2) from the
House of Representatives.Thesemembersof the board
shall, with respectto each branch of the General As-
sembly,be from differentpolitical parties,and theyshall,
in no event,retain membershipon the boardafter they
cease to be membersof the branch of the Legislature
from which theywereappointed. One (1) membershall
be appointed by the Governor from each of the six (6)
advisorycommitteescreatedby clause* (1) of this section,
and the first member of each advisory committeeap-
pointed by the Governor shall automatically becomea
memberof the board. The termof office of eachmember
of the board, exceptas herein otherwiseprovided, shall
be six (6) years.

In the original appointmentof the membersof the
board, six (6) membersshall be appointedfor the term
of six (6) years, five (5) membersfor the term of four
(4) years, and five (5) membersfor the term of two~
(2) years. Any vacancyoccurring in the membership
of the boardshall be filled by the Governoronly for the
unexpiredterm. The Governormayremoveany member
of the boardat any time. No memberof the boardshall
servemorethan two (2) consecutivetermsnot including
a vacancyappointment,nor shall any memberhold of~I

flee in any political party.
Nine (9) membersof the board shall constitute a~

quorum. A chairman who shall not be a memberof an
advisory committeeshall be elected by the board, an-,
nually, from amongits members.Membersof the board
shall servewithout compensationother than reimburse-

* “1” omitted in originai,

Board
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of
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ScrantonState Hospital,
Shamokin State Hpspital,
LaureltonState Village,
PennhurstState School,
Polk State School,
SelinsgroveState School.

Section 4. Section448 of the act,amendedMarch 20,
1956 (P. L. 1310), is amendedby adding, at the end
thereof,two new clausesto read:

Section 448. Advisory Boards and Commissions.—
The advisoryboardsandcommissions,within the several
administrativedepartments,shall be constitutedas fol-
lows:
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ment of travel and other actual expensesincurred in the
performance of their duties. The board shall meet at
leastsix (6) timesa year. Specialmeetingsof the board
shall be held on call of the chairmanor the Secretaryof
Public Welfare,and it shall be the dutyof the chairman
to call a specialmeetinguponthe written requestof one-
third (1/3) or more members,not including vacancies,
of the board.

(1) The following advisory committees are hereby
created:

Advisory Committeefor the Aging,
Advisory Committeefor the Blind,
Advisory Committeefor Generaland Special Hospi-

tals,
Advisory Committeefor Children and Youth,
Advisory Committeefor Public Assistance,
Advisory Committeefor Mental Health.
Each advisorycommitteeshall consistof the Commis-

sioner in the Departmentof Public Welfare, directing
the program to which the advisorycommitteeis attached,
as an cx officio member,and not less than three (3) nor
morethannine (9) membersappointedby the Governor.
The exact number of membersof each advisory com-
mitteeshall be determinedby the Governorupon recom-
mendationof the State Board of Public Welfare. The
qualifications of the membersof eachadvisory committee
shall also be determinedby the Governorupon recom-
mendationof the State Board of Public Welfare: Pro-
vided, That with respectto eachadvisory committee,the
Governor shall appoint memberswith due regard for
representationof the professionaland lay groups con-
cernedwith the fieldsof interestserved by the program
to which eachadvisorycommitteeis attached. The term
of office of eachmemberof eachadvisorycommittee,ex-
ceptas hereinotherwiseprovided,shall be six (6) years.

The original appointmentof the membersof the ad-
visory committeeshall be for overlapping terms of six
(6), four (4) and two (2) years.In makingtheseoriginal
appointments,the Governorshall, in so far as possible,
appoint approximately one-third (1/3) of the recom-
mendedcomplementof each advisory board to each of
the overlappingterms.

A majority of the membersof eachadvisorycommittee
shall constitutea quorum. Eachadvisorycommitteeshall
elect a chairman from among its members.Each ad-
visory committeeshall meet at least four (4) times a
year. Specialmeetingsof eachadvisorycommitteeshall
be held on call of the chairman,and it shall be the duty
of the chairmanto call a specialmeetinguponthe written
request of one-third (1/3) or more of the membersnot
including vacanciesof the advisorycommittee.



1950

Act of April 9,
1929, P. L. 177,
amended by
adding a new
sectIon 2310.1.

Heading clauses
(C) and (f),
subsection (1)
and subsection
(2), section
2313.3 of the
act, amended
July 13, 1957,
P. L. 852, fur-
ther’ amended.

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA.

The provisionsof clause (k) of this section with re-
spectto filling of vacancies,removalof members,length
of service,political party office and compensationshall
be applicable to advisory committeemembers,and are
incorporated herein by reference. I

Section 5. The act is amended by adding, after
section2310, a new section to read:

Section 2310.1. Reimbursementto Countiesfor Child
WelfareProgram.—TheDepartmentof Public Welfare
shall havethepowerto enterinto agreementswith county
commissionersto reimbursethem,from StateandFederal
funds, for ~part of the cost of child welfare programs,
including the cost of salaries, the cost of care and treat-
ment in foster homesand private institutions, and the
cost ‘of servicesdesignedto keep children in their own
homes. The amount of reimbursementto each county
shall be calculatedin accordancewith a formula to be
establishedby the department.

Section 6. The headingclauses (c) and (f) of sub-
section (1) and subsection(2) of section 2313.3 of the
act, amendedJuly 13, 1957 (P. L. 852), areamendedto
read:

Section 2313.3. Boards of Trusteesof State Mental
Institutions and Youth DevelopmentCenters.—(1)The
powersand duties of the boardsof trusteesof each in-
stitutionwithin the Departmentof PublicWelfarecaring
for the mentally ill, feeble-minded,mentally retarded,
mentally deficientarid juveniledelinquents,shallbe only
as defined in this section.

* * * * *

(c) To adviseandmakerecommendationsto the Com-
missionerof Mental Health and the Secretaryof Public
Welfare,as the casemay be,with regardto the selection
and appointment of a superintendentin ease of a
vacancy.

* * * * *

(f) To makerecommendationsto the [Advisory Coun-
cil on Mental I-Iealthi] Advisory Committeefor Mental
health and the Advisory Committeefor Children and
Youth,as the casemay be, on mattersof policy andpro-
gram emerging from its intimate knowledge and ex-
perience of mental health and juvenile delinquency
programsin operation.

* * * * *

(2) The provisions of this section shall be applicable
to the boardsof trusteesin all of the State mental in-
stitutions and in all of the youth developmentcenters

“parts” in original.
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within the Department of Public Welfare caring for
mentally ill, feeble-minded,mentally retarded,mentally
deficient and juvenile delinquents,as the casemay be,
but shall not apply to the Board of Trusteesof the
EasternPennsylvaniaPsychiatricInstitute.

Section 7. The heading, first paragraphand clauses ~n~’~rst~
(g) and (j) of section2320 of the act amendedMay 21, clauses (g) and
1956 (P. L. 1647), September1, 1959 (P. L. 794), are ~ 2320
amendedto read: amendedMay21.

September 1,
Section 2320. [State Council for the Blrnd.—The 1959, p~L. ~

State Council for the Blind] The Blind and Visually further amended.

Handicapped.—TheDepartmentof Public Welfareshall
havethe power, and its dutiesshallbe:

* * * * *

(g) To encouragethe cooperation of all agencies,
public and private, doing work for the blind in this
Commonwealth,and of the agencieswhose work is re-
lated to the preventionof blindness,and to consultand
advise with authorizedrepresentativesof organizations
of theblind to the fullest extentpracticablein theforma-
tion, administrationand executionof programsfor the
aid and rehabilitation of the blind. No officer or em-
ploye of the [State Council for the Blind] Department
of Public Welfare shall exertthe influence of his office
or position, either directly or indirectly, to preventthe
free exerciseof the right of the blind to join organiza-
tions of the blind, nor shallany such officer or employe,
either directly or indirectly, interferewith the exercise
by the blind of their rights to freedomof assembly,of
speechand of petition;

* * * * *

(j) To takeany action andto adopt any regulations
necessaryto carry out the objectivesof this sectionand,
in furtheranceof thoseobjectives,to acceptany grants,
contributions,paymentsor donationsfrom the Federal
Governmentor any agencythereof.

Any suchgrants,contributions,paymentsor donations
shall beheld by the State Treasureras custodianfor the
[State Council for the Blind] Departmentof Public
Welfare, and shall be paid out on requisition of the
[State Council for the Blind] Departmentof Public
Welfarewithout further appropriation. Stateappropria-
tions as well as such grants,contributions,paymentsor
donations,as hereinabovementioned,shall be available
to the [State Council for the Blind] Departmentof
Public Welfare for the purposeof this sectionand for
suchresearch,extensionor improvementprojectsas may
pertainor relate to the purposesof this sectionor ap-
propriate FederalVocationalRehabilitationstatutes;

* * * * *
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~9of~Aç~ril1~ Section 8. The act is amendedby adding,after see-
ametded b~y ‘ tion 2326, threenew sectionsto read:
adding three
2327, 2328 aid Section2327. Powersand Duties of the State Board
2329. of Public Welfare.—TheState Board of Public Welfare

shall be an advisory bodyto, and a consultativebody of’
the Departmentof Public Welfare, with no power to
approve or disapprove rules or regulations, and shall,
havethe power and its duty shall be:

(a) To participate in the developmentof broad out-
lines of policy and in the formulation of long-rangepro-,
grams and objectives of the Department of Public
Welfare,

(b) To interpret such programsand objectivesto the:
public, and

(c) To advise the Secretaryof Public Welfare, the,
Governorand the GeneralAssembly,with respectto the’
policies,programs,objectivesand functioningof the De-
partment of Public Welfare.

Section2328. Powers and Duties of’ Advisory Com-
mittees.—TheAdvisory Committeefor the Aging, the
Advisory Committeefor the Blind, the Advisory Com-
mittee for General and SpecialHospitals, the Advisory
Committeefor Children and Youth,the Advisory Com-
mittee for Public Assistanceand the Advisory COmmit-
tee for Mental Health, shall, concerningmatterswithin
their respectivespecialfields of interest,havethe power
and their duty shall be:

(a) To advisethe appropriatemajor program unit of
the Departmentof Public Welfare. This advice shall
include, but shall not be limited to, such matters as
standards of eligibility, nature and extent of service,
amountsof paymentsto individuals, standards of ap-~
proval, certification and licensure of institutions and
agencies,ways and means of coordinating public and
private welfare activities,and suchother mattersas may,,
by law, require citizen review or may be referredto the
committeesby the departmentalunits advisedby them;
and the Advisory Committeefor Mental Health shall:
also havethepower and duty to advisethe Governorand
the Secretary of Public Welfare with regard to the
appointmentof the Commissionerof Mental Health.

(b) To arrange for and conductsuch public hearings
asmaybe required by law or which they deemnecessary
and advisable,

(c) To promote better public understandingof the
programsand objectivesof the departmentalunits ad-
visedby them,and

(d) To make recommendationsto the State Board of
Public Welfareon mattersreferredto thecommitteesfor:
considerationand advice,or as may be required to pro~
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motethe effectivenessof theprogramsof the departmental
units advisedby them.

Section2329. Purchase of Services.—TheDepart-
ment of Public Welfareshall havethe power:

(a) Wheneverthe General Assemblyshall have ap-
propriated moneyto the departmentfor public welfare
purposes,to purchasenecessaryservicesfor individuals
entitled to such services at rates charged the general
public or actual cost, such servicesmay be purchased
directly from agencies or institutions conforming to
minimumstandardsestablishedby the departmentor by
law, or the department may reimburse local public
agencieswhichpurchasesuchservicesfrom suchagencies
or institutions. This subsectionshall not be interpreted
to include the direct provision by the departmentof
servicesto dependentor neglectedchildren.

(b) To establishrulesand regulations,not‘inconsistent
with law,prescribingminimumstandardsof plant, equip-
ment,service,administration,andcare and treatmentfar
agenciesand institutionsfurnishingserviceto individuals
paid for, in wholeor in part, by moneyappropriatedto
the departmentby the GeneralAssembly,and,when not
otherwiseestablishedby law, fixing per diem or other
rates for servicesfurnished by such agenciesor institu-
tions.

Section 9. (a) The following sect.ionsand parts of Speclflc repeals.

sectionsof the act are repealed.

(1) Section444, amendedMay 2, 1949 (P. L. 788).

(2) Subsection(g) of section448.

(3) Subsection(i) of section 448, addedby act of
December14, 1955 (P. L. 853).

(4) Section450, addedby act of June24, 1937 (P. L.
2003).

(5) Section 2313.2, amendedJuly 13, 1957 (P. L.
852).

(6) Subsections(b) and (c) of section2316,amended
July 13, 1957 (P. L. 852).

(7) Section2317,amendedJuly 13, 1957 (P. L. 852).

(8) Section 2326,addedby act of July 13,1957 (P. L.
852).

(b) Section 5 of the act of July 5, 1947 (P. L. 1335),
known as the “PennsylvaniaHospital Surveyand Con-
structionAct,” is repealed.

(c) The actof May 14, 1925 (P. L. 760),entitled “Au
act creatinga State Council for the Blind as a depart-
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Act effective
immediately.

mental administrativeboard within the Departmentof
Welfare; and defining its powers and duties,” is re-
pealed.

Section 10. This act shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The21st day of December,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 710

AN ACT

Institutions.

Second para-
graph, section 3,
act of June29,
1953, P. L. 300,
amended.

Amendingthe act of June 29, 1953 (P. L. 300), entitled “An act
providing for compliance with Fedei-al law and the approval
of certain institutions; providing for inspectionsof such institu.~
tions; conferringpowersandimposingdutieson the Department
of Welfare; and imposing penalties,” abolishing the advisory
committeeon standardsand transferringits functions to the
StateBoardof Public Welfare.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. The secondparagraphof section 3 of the
act of June29, 1953 (P. L. 300), entitled “An act pro-
viding for compliance with the Federal law and the
approval of certain institutions; providing for inspec-
tions of such institutions; conferring powersand im-
posing duties on the Department of Welfare; and
imposing penalties,”is amendedto read as follows:

Section 3. Standards.—

Act effective
immediately.

In the establishment,amendmentor revocation of
standards,the Departmentof Welfare shall confer with’
[an advisory committee of not less than sevenor more
than eleven persons,to be appointedby the Secretaryof
Welfare with the consentof the Governor,from repre-
sentativesof recognizedagenciesandreligious organiza-~
tions conducting institutions and from the public at:
large. The Secretaryof Welfare or someonedesignated,
by him shall be the chairmanof the advisorycommittee]
the State Board of Public Welfare.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.”

APPROVED—The 21stday of December,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE


