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of Decemberthirty-first, one thousandnine hundredand
thirty-four. Thereaftercertificatesshall be issued for
[no longer than one year] a period of two years. All
certificatesshall expire on the thirty-first day of Decem-
ber [next] of eachsucceedingbiennium unlessrenewed
for the next [year] biennium. Certificatesmay be re-
newedby application made prior to the thirty-first day
of Decemberof each [year] succeedingbiennium,and
the payment of the renewal fees provided in this act.

APPRovF~n—The22nd day of December,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 742

AN ACT

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30), entitled “An
act relating to the public schoolsystem,including certainpro-
visions applicable as well to private and parochial schools;
amending,revising, consolidating and changingthe laws relat-
ing thereto,” prohibiting the closing of schools or departments
during the school term, andproviding for the paymentof the
salariesof professionalemployesin such cases,changingpro-
visions relating to excusesfrom attendingschool.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn- Public SchoolCode of 1949.
sylvania herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P. L. 30), ~
9

of~M~c~
0

1O.
known as the “Public School Codeof 1949,” is amendedamended by
by adding, after section 523, a new section to read: ~

Section 524. The board of school directors of any
school district or vocational school district, including
merged or union districts, and any boards of school
directors establishing any joint school or department,
shall not close any school or departmentduring the
school term,unlesssuchaction shall advancethe orderly
developmentof attendanceareas within an administra-
tive unit approvedby the State Council of Education
and has been approvedby the county board of school
directors and the Departmentof Public Instruction. In
the event a school board shall determineprior to the
beginning of the next school term to close any school
or department,sixty (60) days’notice, in writing, prior
to the closing of any school or department, shall be
given to all temporary professional and professional
employesaffected thereby, unless such action shall ad-
vancethe orderly developmentof attendanceareaswith-
in an administrativeunit approvedby the StateCouncil
of Education and has been approved by the county
boardof school directors and the Departmentof Public
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Instruction. Upon failure to give written notice of in-
tention to close any school or department, the school
district shall pay such.employestheir salaries until th,e
end of the school year during whichsuch schoolsor de-
partmentswere closed.

Temporary professional or professional employes,
whosepositions are abolishedas a result of the action of
the boardof schooldirectorsin closinga schoolor depart-
ment,or reassigningpupils in its effort to *consummate
partially or wholly the orderly developmentof adminis-
trative andattendanceareasapprovedby the StateCoun-
cil of Education,maynot be suspendeduntil the endof
the schoolyear if suchaction is takenduring the school
year or later than sixty (60) days prior to the open-
ing of the next school term.

The paymentof salary to any temporaryprofessional
or professionalemployeshall be discontinuedimmedi-
ately,if **such employeobtainsother employmentwhich,
in the judgment of the board of schooldirectors, could
not havebeenobtained or held if such schoolor depart-
ment had not been closed: Provided, however,That if
the salary in the new position is less than the salary the
professional employe would have receivedhad he re-
mained in the employmentof the school district, the
schooldistrict shall be liable for the difference.

Section 2. Section 1329 of the act is amended to
read:

Section 1329. Excusesfrom Attending School.—Thé
boardof schooldirectorsof anyschooldistrictmay,upon
certification by any licensedpractitioner of the healing
arts or upon any other satisfactoryevidencebeing fur-
nishedto it, showingthat any child or childrenarepre-
vented from attending school, or from application to
study, on account of any mental, physical, or other
urgent reasons,excusesuch child or children from at-
tendingschool as requiredby the provisionsof this act,
but the term “urgent reasons” shall be strictly con-
struedandshallnotpermit of irregular attendance. In
everysuchcase,suchactionby the boardof schooldirec-,
tors shall not be final until the approvalof the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction has been obtained. Every
principal or teacher in any public, private, or other,
school may, for reasonsenumeratedabove, excuseany,
child for non-attendanceduring temporaryperiods.

Effective date. Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1959.

APPROVED—The28th day of December,A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

* “consumate” in original.
** “scuh” in original.


