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improvementfor which suchbondsshall be issued,which-
ever is earlier, which periodof usefulnessshall be stated
in the ordinanceauthorizing such bonds, and when so
stated shall be conclusive [and shall bear interest at a
rate not exceeding] and may be sold for such price or
prices as the municipality shall determine: Provided,
That the interest cost to maturity of the moneyreceived
far anyissueof said bondsshall not exceedsix percentum
per annum in addition to any taxes,paymentof which
may be assumedby the municipality.

Section2. This act shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The25thday of July, A.D. 1961.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

Adoption..

Section3, actof
April 4, 1925,
P. L. 127,
amended
August 26. 1953.
P. L. 1411.
further amended.

Amending the act of April 4, 1925 (P. L. 127),entitled “An
act relating to Adoption,” further prescribingwhich per-
sonsmustappearin court.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania herebyenactsas follows:

Section1. Section3, act of April 4, 1925 (P. L. 127),
entitled “An act relating to Adoption,” amendedAugust
26, 1953 (P. L. 1411), is amendedto read:

Section 3. Hearings.—Uponpresentationof any such
petition to adoptasaforesaida time for hearingthereon
shall be fixed not less than ten daysfrom said presenta-
tion, which said hearingshall be privateor in opencourt,
as the court shalldetermine,andmay be adjournedfrom
time to time if the natureof the caseshouldso require.
At saidhearingthe adoptingparentsor parent,theperson
proposedto beadopted,if in theopinion of thecourt [such
persons’ presence] the presence of the person to be

- adopted is deemednecessary,and all the personswhose
consentis necessaryhereunderandany personconcerned
individually or as a representativeof an agencyacting
asan intermediarybetweenthe naturalparentor parents
and the adopting parentsmust appearin personandbe
examinedunder oath by such court or judge, but the
personalappearanceof the naturalparentsor other per-
sons whoseconsentis necessaryhereundermay be dis-
pensedwith in the discretion of the court or judge
hearingthe petition, if such personsresidewithout the
jurisdiction of the court, or if for any other reasonthe
said courtor judgedeemit unnecessary,providedtheduly
executedconsentsof such personsin writing havebeen
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filed with the petition; and the said court or judge may
in his discretionrequire the personalappearanceof the
natural parents of the child at a different time and
separateandapartfrom that of the otherparties in in-
terest.The presenceof anypersonconcernedindividually
or as a representativeof an agencyacting as an inter-
mediary betweenthe natural parent or parents and the
adopting parentsmay be dispensedwith by the court or
judge if such personresideswithout the jurisdiction of
the court.

Wherea finding of abandonmenthas beenmadeby a Finding of
court in accordancewith the provisionsof section 1.2 of abandonment.

this act, but the court where such finding has beenmade
is a court other than the court in which the adoption
proceedingsare pending, the petitioners shall attach to
their petition to adopta copy of the decreeof abandon-
ment, duly certified by the clerk of the court where the
finding of abandonmentwas made.

Whenabandonmentis averredin the petition for adop- ~
tion but has not previously been found as a fact in a
court, notification to the parentor parentsof the time
andplaceof thehearingshall be madeby personalservice
or registeredmail to thelastknown address.If theparent
or parentscannotbe found, evidenceof searchsatisfac-
tory to the court shall be given. Whenparentor parents
cannotbe located,the returnedreceiptof the registered
letter to the last known addressshall be consideredcon-
clusive evidenceof search. If parentalrights have been
terminatedpreviously under the provisions of this act,
either by voluntary relinquishmentor by the finding of
abandonment,consentof the parentor parentsor notifi-
cation of the hearing shall not be required.The said
court or judge shall also hear any other testimonyas to
the factssetforth in the petition or necessaryto inform
the courtas to the desirability of the proposedadoption,
andshall alsomakeor causeto be madean investigation
by somepersonor public agencyor private agency(with
its consent)-specifically designatedby saidcourt or judge
to verify the statementsof the petition and such other
factsas will give the court full knowledgeas to the de-
sirability of the proposedadoption.

The court shall establisha procedurefor the payment
of investigation costsby the petitionersor by suchother
personsas the court may direct.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately. Act effective
immediately.

APPROVED—The25th day of July, A.D. 1961.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE


