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accepton behalf of the countygifts,grants and Federal
loans.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately. Act effective
Immediately.

APPROVED.—The20th day of September,A. D. 1961.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 655

AN ACT

Amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P. L. 177), entitled “An act
providing for andreorganizingthe conductof the executiveand
administrativework of the Commonwealthby the Executive
Departmentthereofanc~the administrativedepartments,boards,
commissions,and officers thereof, including the boardsof trus-
teesof State Normal Schools,or TeachersColleges; abolishing,
creating, reorganizingor authorizingthe reorganizationof cer-
tain administrativedepartments,boards,and commissions;de-
fining the powersanddutiesof the Governorand other execu-
tive andadministrativeofficers,andof the severaladministrative
departments,boards,commissions,andofficers; fixing thesalaries
of the Governor,LieutenantGovernor,andcertainotherexecu-
tive andadministrativeofficers; providing for the appointment
of certainadministrativeofficers, and of all deputiesand other
assistantsand employes in certain departments,boards, and
commissions;andprescribingthe mannerin which the number
andcompensationof the deputiesand all other assistantsand
employesof certain departments,boardsandcommissionsshall
be determined,”changingthe power anddutiesof theDepart-
ment of Internal Affairs in relation to the minutes of the
CanalCommissioners.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn- !iThe Administra-

sylvania herebyenactsas follows: ~i~
9

Code of

Section 1. Clause (b) of section1203, act of April glaus~e
20~

b)~sec~

9, 1929 (P. L. 177), known as “The Administrative April 9, 1929,

Code of 1929,” is amendedto read:

Section 1203. Land Office.—-The Departmentof In-
ternalAffairs shall havethe power,andits duty shallbe:

* * * * *

(b) To maintainand preservethe recordsof the first
titles acquiredby the proprietaries,and the Common-
wealth, to all the landswithin its boundaries,the records
of all lands andconveyancesfrom the proprietariesand
the Commonwealthto the purchasersof the land, the
papersrelating to the surveysof the State and county
lines, and the reports of commissionersrelating to the
boundarylines of the State, maps and other papers
pertainingto the colonial history of Pennsylvania,[the
minutes of the Canal Commissioners,] contracts for,
section profile maps and other records of and relating
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to the public works, andall other relevantrecordsrelat-
ing to titles to real estatenow or heretoforeownedor
hereafter to be acquiredby the Commonwealth.

* * * * *

APPROVED—The20th day of September,A. D. 1961.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 656

AN ACT

Safety from sub-
sidencein an-
thracite coal
mining areas.
Preventative
measures to pro-
tect public from
dangers of coal
mining opera-
tions.

Guides to mining
operators.

To protect the public safetyby regulatingthe mining of anthra-
cite coal; prescribingduties for certain municipal officers and
imposingpenalties.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania hereby enactsas follows:

Section 1. (a) In order to guard the safety of the
public in areasabovemined areasto preventthe excava-
tion of coal so near the surface,or so deep,or in such
other manneras to exposethe public to danger,it shall
be unlawful for any owner, operator,director or general
manager,superintendentor other person in charge of
or having supervisionover any anthracitecoal mine or
mining operation so to mine anthracite coal or so to
conduct the operation o~mining anthrac~tccoal as to
causethe caving-in, collapse or subsidenceof:

(1) Any public building or any structurecustomarily
used by the public as a place of resort, assemblageor
amusement,including but not beinglimited to churches,
schools, hospitals, theatres,hotels and railroad stations.

(2) Any street, road, bridge or other public passage-
way dedicated to public useor habitually usedby the
public.

(3) Any track, roadbed, right of way pipe, conduit
wire or other facility used in the service of the public
by any municipal.corporationor public service company
asdefinedby the Public Utility Law.

(4) Any dwelling or other structureusedas a human
habitation or any factory, store or other industrial or
mercantile establishment in which human labor is
employed.

(5) Any cemeteryor public burial ground.
(b) Criterion to guide operators in their mining

activities shall include bearing strength of coal in the
vein or seam,percentageof coal left in place,uniformity
of distribution of said percentage,height of vein or seam,
nature of immediate roof over seam,nature of floor of
seam,pitch of seam,thicknessof rock strata overlying


