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matter shall be final. After September11, 1964, appli-
cationsshall be effectiveto initiate the paymentsspecified
in this act, starting during the monthin which the appli-
cation is received.

As used in this act, the term “blind veteran” shall
meanany personwho served in the military or naval
forcesof the United States,or anywoman’sorganization
officially connectedtherewith, [during anywar or armed
conflict in which the United Stateswasengaged]at any
time, andwho gave the State of Pennsylvania,or any
specific place in this Commonwealth,as his or her place
of residenceat thetime of enteringthe military or naval
forces of the United States,and who while performing
dutiesconnectedwith suchservicesufferedan injury ~
incurreda diseasewhich resultedin blindnessto the ex-
tent that he or she has three-sixtiethor ten two-hun-
dredthor lessnormalvision. The term “blind veteran”
shallnot includeany personseparatedfrom the military
or naval forces of the United States,or any woman’s
organizationofficially connectedtherewith, under other
than honorableconditions.

Section 2. This act shalltakeeffect immediately,and
the provisionsthereofshallbe retroactiveto July 1, 1963.
Paymentson all applicationsfiled with or mailed to the
Departmentof Military Affairs on or before September
11, 1964,shall be made retroactiveto July 1, 1963.

Appnov~n—The19th day of June,A. D. 1964.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No.3

AN ACT

Amending the act of June 24, 1937 (P. L. 2051), entitled, as
amended,“An act relating to public assistance;providing for
and regulatingassistanceto certainclassesof personsdesignated
and defined as dependentchildren, agedpersons,blind persons
and other personsrequiring relief; providing for the administra-
tion of this act by the Department of Public Welfare and
county boards of assistancehereby created for this purpose;
authorizing the Department of Public Welfare to cooperate
with, and to accept and disbursemoneys received from, the
United StatesGovernmentfor assistanceto such persons;pro-
viding for theliquidation of the State EmergencyRelief Board,
Boardsof Trusteesof the Mothers’ AssistanceFund andBoards
of Trusteesof PensionFund for theBlind; and repealing laws
relating to mothers’ assistance,pensionsfor the blind, old age
assistanceand the State Emergency Relief Board.” extending
“public nursing home care” to include inpatient treatmentand
care in geriatric centersoperatedby the Departmentof Public
Welfare.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania herebyenactsas follows:



76 Act Nos. 3-4 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

Section 1. Clause (4) of subsection (a) of section
9.1, act of June24, 1937 (P. L. 2051), known as the
“Public AssistanceLaw,” addedJuly 26, 1961 (P. L.
875) is amendedto read:

Section 9.1. Medical Assistancefor the Aged.—(a)

As usedin this act,

(4) “Public nursing home care,” means inpatient
treatmentand care, other than inpatient hospital care,
in a medical institution or distinct part of a medical
institution operatedby a county, county institution dis-
trict or municipality, exclusiveof institutionsfor tuber-
culosisor mental illness. Public nursinghomecare also
meansinpatient treatmentand care,other thaninpatient
hospital care, in a geriatric centeroperatedby the De-
partmentof Public Welfare.

S. S

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

Appaovzn—The19th day of June,A. D. 1964.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No.4

AN ACT

Amending the act of June 19, 1939 (P. L. 438), entitled “An act
declaring certain restricted State hospitals to be generalhos-
pitals, and within the limitations of their individual facilities,
openfor the treatmentof patientsand caseswhich other general
hospitals may treat,” authorizing the use of the hospitals as
geriatric centersand making changesto conform to existinglaw.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1, act of June 19, 1939 (P. L.
438), entitled “An act declaringcertainrestrictedState
hospitalsto be generalhospitals,andwithin the limita-
tionsof their individual lacilities, openfor the treatment
of patientsandcaseswhich other generalhospitalsmay
treat,” is amendedto read:

Section 1. The State hospitalshereinafter set forth
[which underexisting laws are restrictedas to the ad-
missionor acceptanceof certainpatientsor certaintypes
of cases,]areherebydeclaredto be generalhospitalsfor
the careandtreatmentof the [acutely] ill, without any
restrictions other than thosenow or hereafterimposed
by law upon all generalhospitals,andexceptas eachin-
dividual institution is restrictedby the limitations of its
facilities and equipment: Provided, That with the ap-
proval of the Governor, the Secretaryof Public Welfare


