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(This Joint Resolution No. 11 was passedfor the first time at the Legislative Session
of 1965.)

No. 11

A JOINT RESOLUTION

SB 539

Proposingthat article seventeenof the Constitution relating to Railroadsand Canals
be repealed.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
resolves as follows:

Section 1. The following amendmentto the Constitution of the Com-
monwealthof Pennsylvaniais proposedin accordancewith the provisions
of the eighteentharticle thereof:

That article seventeen of the Constitution of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania,which reads as hereinafter set forth, dealing in its
entirety with common carriers, particularly railroads and canals, and
which contains matter which has no proper place in a Constitution

but should be entirely within the province of the GeneralAssembly,
is hereby repealed.

[ARTICLE XVII

RAILROADS AND CANALS
Section 1. All railroadsand canalsshall be public highways,and all

railroad and canal companiesshall be common carriers. Any association
or corporation organized for the purpose shall have the right to con-
struct and operatea railroad betweenany points within this State,and
to connect at the State line with railroadsof other States.Every rail-
road company shall have the right with its road to intersect, connect
with or cross any other railroad; and shall receive and transporteach
the other’s passengers,tonnageand cars loaded or empty, without delay

or discrimination.
Section 2. Every railroad and canal corporation organizedin this

State shall maintain an office therein where transfersof its stock shall
be made, and where its books shall be kept for inspectionby any stock-

holder or creditor of such corporation, in which shall be recorded the
amount of capital stock subscribedor paid in, and by whom, the names
of the ownersof its stock and the amountsownedby them, respectively,
the transfersof said stock, and the namesand placesof residenceof its

officers.
Section 3. All individuals, associationsand corporationsshall have



SESSION OF 1965. 1933

equalrights to havepersonsandpropertytransportedover railroadsand
canals, and no undueor unreasonablediscriminationshall be madein
chargesfor, or in facilities for, transportationof freight or passengers
within the Stateor coming from or going to any other State.

Section4. No railroad,canalor othercorporation,or thelessees,pur-
chasersor managersof any railroad or canalcorporation,shall consoli-
date the stock, propertyor franchisesof suchcorporationwith, or lease,
or purchasethe works or franchisesof, or in anyway control anyother
railroador canalcorporationowning or havingunderits control a paral-
lel or competing line; nor shall any officer of such railroad or canal
corporationact as an officer of any other railroad or canal corporation
owning or having the control of a parallel or competingline; and the
questionwhetherrailroadsor canalsareparallelor competinglinesshall,
when demandedby the party complainant,be decidedby a jury as in
other civil issues.

Section5. No incorporatedcompanydoingthe businessof a common
carrier shall, directly or indirectly, prosecuteor engagein mining or
manufacturingarticlesfor transportationover its works; nor shall such
company,directly or indirectly, engagein any otherbusinessthan that
of common carriers, or hold or acquire lands, freehold or leasehold,
directly or indirectly, exceptsuch as shall be necessaryfor carrying on
its business;but any mining or manufacturingcompanymay carry the
products of its mines and manufactorieson its railroad or canal not
exceedingfifty miles in length.

Section 6. No president,director,officer, agentor employeeof any
railroad or canal companyshall be interested,directly or indirectly, in
the furnishing of material or suppliesto suchcompany, or in thebusi-
nessof transportationas a commoncarrierof freight or passengersover
the works owned, leased,controlled or worked by such company.

Section 7. No discrimination in chargesor facilities for transporta-
tion shallbe madebetweentransportationcompaniesand individuals, or
in favor of either, by abatement,drawbackor otherwise,and no rail-
road or canal company, or any lessee,manageror employeethereof,
shall make any preferencesin furnishing carsor motive power.

Section 8. No railroad, railway, or other transportationcompany
shall grant free passes,or passesat a discount, to any person except
officers or employesof the companyand clergymen.

Section 9. No streetpassengerrailway shall be constructedwithin
the limits of any city, borough or township,without the consentof its
local authorities.

Section 10. No railroad, canal or other transportationcompany, in
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existenceat the time of the adoptionof this article, shallhavethe bene-

fit of any future legislationby generalor speciallaws, excepton condi-
tion of completeacceptanceof all the provisionsof this article.

Section 11. The existing powersandduties of the Auditor General
in regard to railroad, canalsandother transportationcompanies,except
as to their accounts,areherebytransferredto the Secretaryof Internal
Affairs, who shall havea generalsupervisionover them, subjectto such
regulationsand alterationsas shallbe provided by law; and, in addition
to the annualreportsnow requiredto be made, said Secretarymay re-
quire specialreportsat any time upon any subjectrelatingto the busi-
nessof said companiesfrom any officer or officers thereof.

Section12. The GeneralAssemblyshallenforceby appropriatelegis-
lation the provisionsof this article.]

Section 2. This proposedamendmentshall be submitted by the Sec-
retary of the Commonwealthto the qualified electors of the State, at

the primary election next held after the advertising requirementsof
article eighteen,section 1 of the Constitution of the Commonwealthof
Pennsylvaniahave beensatisfied.


