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II. Contractsfor personalor professionalservices;
III. Contractswith political subdivisions,the Commonwealthof

Pennsylvaniaor the United StatesGovernmentor with any agencies
or authoritiesof suchgovernmentalbodies;or

IV. Purchasesof personalpropertywhere,by reasonof patentsor
copyrights,the requiredtypeof item is availablefrom only one seller.

For competitivebidding on contractsinvolving an amountexceed-
ing (three hundred] one thousandfive hundreddollars, invitations

for bids shall be issuedpursuantto reasonablenotice, which shallbe
by advertisement[in the caseof contractsinvolving an amountex-
ceedingone thousanddollars,] and all bids shall be filed with the
city controllerand openedpublicly at a time and place to be desig-
natedin the notice, and the figures shall be announcedto persons
present.For competitivebidding on contractsinvolving an amount
[of threehundreddollarsor less]of onethousandfive hundreddollars

,

or less, the Director of the Departmentof Suppliesmay obtain oral

bids or letter bids or may proceedby a comparisonof specific prices
as set forth in the sellers’ literature.

Section2. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The25th day of August,A. D. 1967.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

No. 114
AN ACT

SB 201

Amendingthe act of August 9, 1955 (P. L. 323), entitled “An act relating to counties
of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventhandeighth classes;amending,revising, con-
solidating and changing the laws relating thereto,” further regulating contracts,
advertising, bids and specifications for contracts and bonds for the protection of
labor andmaterialmen.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1801 and subsections(a) and (b) of section
1802, act of August 9, 1955 (P. L. 323), known as “The County
Code,” amendedApril 11, 1959 (P. L. 17), are amendedto read:

Section 1801. CommissionersSole Contractorsfor County.—The
county commissionersshallcontractfor andpurchaseall servicesre-
ferred to in section five hundredeight and personal property for
county officers andagencies.All contractsandpurchasesnot in excess
of (one thousanddollars ($1000)] one thousandfive hundreddollars
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($1500) shall be by noteor memorandum,in writing, signedby the

county commissioners,or their agent.A copy of all such notesand
memorandumsand all written contractsshall be filed in the office
of the controller, if any, and, if not, thenwith the chief clerk of the
commissioners.The commissionersshall, where possible,anticipate
the needsof the various officers and agenciesof the county and en-
deavor to purchasein wholesalequantities, wherepracticableand
where savingscould be achievedthereby. The commissionersmay
makecontractsandpurchasesfor all purposesexpresslyor impliedly
authorizedby law.

Section1802. ContractProcedures;Terms and Bonds; Advertis-
ing for Bids.—._(a) All contractsfor servicesand personalproperty
wherethe amount thereofexceedsthe sum of (one thousanddollars
($1000)] onethousandfive hundreddollars ($1500),shallbewritten

andshall, exceptas otherwisehereinafterspecified,be madeby ad-
vertising for bids.

(b) Contracts or purchasesin excessof (one thousanddollars
($1000)] one thousandfive hundreddollars ($1500), except those

hereinaftermentioned,shall not be madeexceptwith andfrom the
lowest responsiblebidder, after due notice in one newspaperof
general circulation, publishedor circulating in the county, at least
three times at intervals of not less than three days where daily
newspapersof generalcirculation areemployedfor suchpublication,
or in caseweekly newspapersare employedthenthe noticeshallbe
publishedonceaweek for two successiveweeks.The first advertise-
mentshallbe publishednot lessthanten daysprior to the datefixed
for the opening of bids. The requirementsof this subsectionneed
not be followed in casesof emergency,but in such casesthe actual
emergencyshall be declaredand statedby resolution of the com-
missioners.

* * *

Section2. The first paragraphof subsection(h) of section1802
of the act, amendedApril 11, 1959 (P. L. 17), andJune 30, 1959
(P. L. 499), is amendedto read:

Section 1802. ContractProcedures;Terms and Bonds; Advertis-
ing for Bids._* * *

(h) The contractsor purchasesmadeby the commissionersin-
volving an expenditureof over (one thousanddollars ($1000)] one

thousandfive hundreddollars ($:1500) which shall not require ad-

vertising or bidding, as hereinbeforeprovided, are as follows:
* * *

Section3. Section1803 of the act, amendedApril 11, 1959 (P. L.
17), is amendedto read:

Section 1803. Evasion of Advertising Requirements.—Nocom-
missioneror commissionersshall evadethe provisionsof sectionone
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thousandeight hundredtwo of this act, as to advertisingfor bids
by purchasingor contractingfor services and personal properties
piece-meal,for the purposeof obtainingprices under [one thousand
dollars ($1000)] one thousand five hundreddollars ($1500) upon

transactionswhich shouldin the exerciseof reasonablediscretionand
prudencebe conductedas one transactionamounting to more than
[one thousanddollars ($1000)] one thousandfive hundred dollars

($1500).This provision is intendedto makeunlawful the practiceof

evadingadvertisingrequirementsby making a seriesof purchases
or contractseach for less than the advertisingrequirementprice,
or by makingseveralsimultaneouspurchasesor contractseachbelow
saidprice, when in either casethe transactioninvolvedshouldhave
beenmadeasonetransactionfor oneprice.Any countycommissioners
who so vote in violation of this provision andwho know that the
transactionupon which they so vote is or ought to be a part of a
largertransactionand that it is beingdivided in orderto evadethe
requirementsasto advertisingfor bids shallbe, jointly andseverally,
subjectto surchargefor anyloss sustained.Whereverit shall appear
that a commissionermayhavevotedin violation of this section,but
the purchaseor contracton which he so voted wasnot approvedby
the boardof county commissioners,this sectionshallbe inapplicable.

Section4. Section1804 of theact is repealed.
Section5. Section 2317, subsection(a) of section2318 and sec-

tion 2670 of the act are amendedto read:
Section 2317. SeparateBids for Plumbing, Heating,Ventilating,

Electrial Work, ElevatorsandMoving Stairs.—Inthe preparationof
specificationsfor the erection, constructionand alteration of any
public building, when the entire cost of such work shall exceed
[one thousanddollars ($1000)] one thousandfive hundreddollars

($1500),the architect,engineeror otherpersonpreparingsuchspeci-

fications shall prepare only the following separatespecifications:
(1) plumbing, (2) heating, (3) ventilating, (4) electricalwork, (5)
elevatorsand moving stairs,and (6) onecompleteset of specifica-
tions for all the other work to be donein sucherection,construction
andalteration.The boardof commissionersshall receiveseparatebids
upon eachof the saidbranchesof work andawardthe contractfor
the sameto the lowestresponsiblebidder for eachof saidbranches,
including the balanceof the work in addition to the plumbing,heat-
ing, ventilatingandelectricalwork, andelevatorsandmovingstairs.
Where it is desiredto install an air conditioningunit, the heating
andventilating so involved may be regardedas onebranchof work
having only oneset of specifications,andbids maybe receivedanda
contractawardedthereon,as hereinbeforeprovided.

Section2318. Additional Bond to ProtectLabor andMaterialmen
on Contracts.—(a)It shallbethe duty of everycountyto requireany
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person, copartnership,associationor corporationentering into con-
tract with such county for the construction, erection, installation,
completion, alteration, repair of or addition to any public work or
improvementof any kind, whatsoever,where the amount of such
contractis in excessof [five hundred dollars ($500)] one thousand

five hundred dollars ($1500), before commencingwork under such

contract, to executeanddeliver to such county, in addition to any
other bond which may, now or hereafter,be requiredby law to be
given in connectionwith such contract, an additional bpnd for the
useof anyandeveryperson,copartnership,associationor corporation
interested,in a sum not less than fifty per centum and not more
than onehundredper centum of the contract price, as such county
may prescribe. Such bond shall have as surety thereon one or
moresuretycompanieslegally authorizedto do businessin this Com-
monwealth,andshall be conditionedfor the prompt paymentfor all
material furnishedand labor suppliedor performedin the prosecu-
tion of the work, whetheror not the saidmaterialor laborenterinto
andbecome componentpartsof the work or improvementcontem-
plated.

* * *

Section2670. Building or Repair of Bridges.—.Inaddition to the
provisionsof Articles XVIII and XXIII of this act relating to con-
tracting for services and personal property, wheneverthe county
commissionersproposeto build or repairabridgeat acost in excess
of (sevenhundredfifty dollars ($750)] one thousandfive hundred

dollars ($1500), their advertisementsfor bids shall contain the de-

scription of the repairs,or designsof the kind of bridge, required.
When the contractis for the building of a bridge, the designsand
specificationstherefor, or a copy thereof, shall be kept in the office
of the county commissioners,open to the inspectionof all intending
biddersduringsuchadvertisingandthe time specifiedthereinfor the
receptionof bids. In the caseof abridgeto be erectedovera stream
upon the line betweentwo adjoining counties,the advertisingshall
be done in eachof said counties,anda copy of the plans andspeci-
ficationsshallbe kept in the commissioners’office of eachcounty.The
time of filing bids andthe person’snamewith whom filed must be
marked on the outsideof said bids.

Section6. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The25th day of August, A. D. 1967.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER


