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on behalfof the Commonwealthfor the valueof any fish, bait-fish or

fish-bait, destroyedin violation of section 200 of this act.

APPROVED—The19th day of January,A. D. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

No. 445

AN ACT

SB 1241

Amending the act of July 7, 1955 (P. L. 258), entitled “An act providing for anthracite
mine drainage,contingenton Federalaid, and making an appropriation,”removing
certain restrictionsand adding certainpowers.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section1. Section2, actof July 7, 1955 (P. L. 258), entitled “An
actprovidingfor anthracitemine drainage,contingenton Federalaid,
andmakinganappropriation,”amendedAugust16, 1961 (P. L. 993)
andSeptember7, 1961 (P. L. 1241), is amendedto read:

Section 2. In such eventthe Departmentof Mines and Mineral
Industriesshall constructditches,flumes, backfill stripping pits and
cropfails, andimprovestreambedsfor thepurposeof preventingthe
flow of surfacewater into mines, and shall purchasethe necessary
materials for the same,and alsoshall purchaseand install pumps,
pipes,machinery,equipmentandmaterialsfor the purposeof pump-
ing waterfrom abandonedmines,andshallsealabandonedcoal mines
andfill voids in abandonedcoal minesin thoseinstanceswheresuch
work is in the interestof public welfare: Provided,however,That
the Commonwealthshall not bear any operating and maintenance
costswhatsoeverotherthanone-halfof the powerpumpingcostsand
shall not bear the installation costs of any undergroundfacilities;
however,thisrestrictionshall notapplyandshallnot pertainto cases
of emergenciesendangeringlife createdby the flooding of mines,nor
shall the functions herein set out be restrictedto abandonedmines
in casesof such emergency.

In such instances,upon the prior determinationby the Secretary
of Mines and Mineral Industrieswhenthe Secretaryof the Interior
of the United Statesof America operatingunder the Federalcom-
panion legislation has likewise ruled that an emergencyexists, the
Departmentof Mines andMineral Industriesshall:
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(1) Conductrescueoperations;
(2) Without advertisingor competitivebidding,purchasematerial

and equipmentand provide labor and techniquesfor pumping of
waterfrom the mines,constructingditches,flumes andother devices
for minedrainage,for sealing,backfilling andfor the performanceof
any other work designatedby the Secretaryof Mines andMineral
Industries as expedientto prevent the spreadingand reducethe
hazardsfrom flooding of mines;

(3) Payfor powerandfor othercostsattendantupon the operation
and maintenanceof pumping andother devicesfor mine drainage;

(4) Performthe purposeof the actwith personnelof the depart-
mentor by contractwith others;

(5) Reimburseany person, agencyor corporation for material,
laborand equipmentfurnishedat the requestof the Departmentof
Mines and Mineral Industries in the performanceof the aforesaid
duties;

(6) Pay for the foregoingwhether already undertakenor to be
undertakenhereafter;

(7) Conductinvestigationto determinethe causeof this disaster
and to institute measuresto insure the future safety and health of
personsin the area; and

(8) Do all necessaryandexpedientto effectthe purposesof thisact.
Anything to the contrary hereinnotwithstandingupon the prior

determinationby the Secretaryof Mines andMineral Industriesthat

water in an abandonedmine or in abandonedmines threatensthe

safetyof the residentsof theareaor threatenswidespreadsubsidence

anddamageto largeamountsof property, the Departmentof Mines

andMineral Industries,without the needfor joinder by the Federal

Governmentand without the needto secure a sponsoringagency

to maintainandoperateanyof the facilities shall havethe author-ET
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ity to

:

(1) Drill boreholesor provideother meansof entry into the mine

water pools to provide passageof water to the surface

;

(2) Purchaseand install pumps,pipes,machinery,equipmentand

materials for the purposeof pumping water from such abandoned

mines

;

(3) Purchase,constructand install any other facilities deemed

appropriateto maintain water levels in such abandonedmines at
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heightsdeemedbestto avoid or minimize dangerof subsidence;and

(4) Payfor anyoperatingandmaintenancecostsof suchpumping

as shall be deemednecessaryto maintain water levels to avoid or

minimize dangerof subsidence

.

Underno circumstancesmayanyfundsbe usedthe objectof which

or as a result of which any mining operator or companywill be

relieved of his or its pumping obligationsor any part thereof

.

The aforesaid determinationand action taken therebymay not

in any way be construedas relieving anyparty of its obligationsor

responsibilitiesas to the dispositionof mine waters.

Section2. This actshall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The19th day of January,A. D. 1968.
RAYMOND P. SHAFER

No. 446

AN ACT

HB 1446

Amending theact of May 31, 1945 (P. L. 1198), entitled “An act providing for the
conservationand improvementof land affected in connection with the mining of
bituminouscoal by the openpit mining method; regulatingsuch mining; andprovid-
ing penalties,”providing for mine conservationinspectorsin placeof mine inspectors
and defining their qualificationsand enforcementpowers and duties, providing for
appealsfrom certain actions of such inspectorsand making editorial changes.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section1. Section3, actof May 31, 1945 (P. L. 1198), known as
the “Bituminous Coal OpenPit Mining ConservationAct,” amended
May 23, 1949 (P. L. 1730) and September2, 1961 (P. L. 1210), is
amendedto read:

Section3. Definitions.—Thefollowing words and phrases,unless
adifferentmeaningis plainly requiredby the context, shall havethe
following meanings:

“Openpit mining” shall meanthe mining or recoveryof bituminous
coal by removing the strataor material which overlies or is above
the coal depositor seamin its naturalcondition.

“Pit” shallmeanthe place wherebituminouscoal is being mined
by the open pit mining method.


