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(c) For all service prior to the time of commencingcontribution
as the time he contributedat the one one-hundred-twentieth(1/120)
rate bearsto the total time of contributionand as the time he con-
tributed at any otherratehereinprovidedfor bearsto the total time
of contribution.

AppRovsn—The18th day of July, A. B. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER.

No. 183

AN ACT
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Providing compensationto certain 1 personswho served in the military, naval or
air forces of the United States or of any of her allies during the Vietham Con-
flict; providing the method of making paymentto representativesof personswho,
because of death or incapacity, cannot personally receive compensation; im-
posing certain duties on the Adjutant General; making an appropriation and
providing penalties.

S

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Citation of Act.—This act shall be cited as the “Viet-
nam Conflict Veterans’ CompensationAct.”

Section2. Definitions.—As usedin this act, the word “veteran”
includesanymemberof the armedforcesof the United Stateseligible
to receivethe Vietnam ServiceMedal, but doesnot include (1) any
individual at any time during suchperiods or thereafterseparated
from such forces under other than honorableconditions; (2) any
individual who has renouncedhis United Statecitizenship.

The term “legal residentof this Commonwealth”meansany in-
dividual who gave Pennsylvaniaor any specific place in this Com-
monwealth as his or her place of residenceor home addresswhen
enteringthe armedforcesof the United Stateswithout regardto the
place of enlistment, commission,or induction. The proof of such
residenceshall be either the official recordsof the United States,
or such other evidence of bona tide residenceas may be deemed
sufficient by the Adjutant Generalof Pennsylvania.

Section 3. Computation of Compensation.—Compensationshall
be payableunderthis actonly to anyveteranwho wasalegal resident
of this Commonwealth. Compensationshall be computed on the
basisof twenty-five dollars ($25) for every month,or major fraction
thereof, of active service in Vietnam theatreof operationsas de-

1 “person” in original.
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fined for the award of the Vietnam ServiceMedal, The compensa-
tion of a veteranwho died in the active armed forces duty in the
Vietnam theatreof operationsor as a result of disease,wound, or
injury incurred in the Vietnam theatre of operationsshall be one
thousanddollars ($1,000). No veteran,exceptaveteranwho diedin
active military, naval or air service during the period set forth in
section2 of this act shall be entitled to receivecompensationunder
this act in a sum to exceedseven hundredfifty dollars ($750).

Section 4. Application for Compensation.—Applicationsfor com-
pensation shall be madeto the Adjutant Generalon forms and in
the manneras he shall prescribe.

All applications shall be made (1) personallyby the veteran, or
(2) in caseof deathor mentalincompetencypreventingthe making
of apersonalapplication,thenby such representativeof the veteran
as the Adjutant Generalshall by regulation prescribe. An applica-
tion madeby a representativeother than one authorizedby such
regulation shall be void.

The Adjutant Generalshall not acceptor considerany application
filed or mailed after two years beyond the date which Congress
establishesas the end of the period of service for which a person
shall be eligible to receivethe Vietnam ServiceMedal.

Section 5. Personsto Whom PaymentsShall be Made in Case
of Deathor Mental Incapacity.—If,prior to 4he dateof distribution
of compensationunder the provisionsof this act, a veteranentitled
theretodiesor is determinedto be legally deadby the Federalauthor-
ities under any act for the paymentof Federalbenefitsor becomes
mentally incapableof receiving his or her compensation,payment
shall be madeby the Adjutant Generalwithout proceedingsin this
Commonwealth.

(1) In caseof mental incapacity,to the guardian or committee,
if any, of the veteran,or in caseof aveteranwho is hospitalizedin
a State,county or Federalinstitution for mentalor nervousdiseases
upon order of the Adjutant General,without regardto the residence
of the veteran, to the person or persons who would be entitled
theretounderthe provisionsof this act, if the veteranwere deceased
and in the absenceof anysuch claimant, to the superintendent,man-
ageror personin chargeof such State,county or Federalinstitution
to be expendedfor the clothing and incidentalneedsof saidveteran.
No part of the compensationshall be paid to any county or State
institution for the maintenanceof the veterans. A statementfrom
the manager,superintendentor personin chargeof anyState,county
or Federal institution, wherein the veteran is a patient, shall be
admitted in evidenceto determinethe mental condition of the vet-
eran. The statementshall set forth that the veteran due to his
weaknessof mind is likely to dissipatesuch funds as may be due
him under theprovisionsof this actand is apt to becomethe victim
of designingpersons.

(2) In the caseof death, to the following personsin the order
named: surviving unremarriedwidow if the widow was living with
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theveteranat the time of his death,or if not living with the veteran
at the time of his deathif sheestablishto the satisfactionof the Ad-
jutant Generalthat the living apartwas not due to her wilful act
and that shewas actuallydependentupon the veteranat the time of
his deathor at any time thereafterand before the final paymentis
madeby the designatedauthorities,or surviving minor child or sur-
viving minor children, share,and share alike or surviving mother
and/or surviving father. The term “child” shall include an adopted
child. The terms “mother” and “father” include mothers and1fathersthrough adoption andpersonswho havefor aperiod of not
less thanone year acted in the capacity of a foster parent to the
veteranimmediatelyprior to his or her having attainedthe ageof
eighteen years. - -

Section 6. Applicant to DesignateBeneficiaries.—Everyperson
making applicationfor compensation,as herein provided,shall set
forth in his or her applicationthe namesandaddressesof all persons
who under this act would be entitled to receive the same in the
eventof the deathof the applicant, and if the applicantdies before
the payment of the compensation,then the application shall be
deemedto inure to the benefitof the personor personsnext entitled - -

thereto, and payments shall be made to such person or persons
upon proof of identity satisfactoryto the Adjutant General. If all
personsdesignatedherein as entitled to compensationdie before
paymentthereof,the right to the compensationshallceaseanddeter-
mine. Application for compensation,made in behalf of minor chil- - --

dren, shall be madeby the duly appointedguardianof such children
or by any personwho standsin loco parentisto the minor children,
andpaymentsshall be madeto the guardiansor persons.

Section 7. Exemption from Attachment, etc.—No sum payable
under this act to a veteranor to any other person under this act
shall be subjectto attachment, levy or seizure under any legal or
equitableprocess,and shall be exemptfrom all Statetaxation. No
right to compensationunder the provisions of this act shall be
assignable,except ashereinafterprovided,or serveas asecurityfor
anyloan. Any assignmentor loanmadein violation of the provisions
of this sectionshall be held void. Assignmentsto any group or or-
ganization of veterans,incorporatedor unincorporated,or to any
nonprofit corporationheretoforeformed, solely for aiding disabled
or incapacitatedveteransand assignmentsto the State Veterans’
Commission shall be valid. The State Veterans’ Commission is
herebyauthorizedto acceptthe assignmentswhich shall be treated —
as confidential, andthe funds realizedfrom them shall be expended
by the commissionsolely for the aid of needyveteransandtheir fam-
lies. Exceptas in this sectionprovided, the Adjutant Generalshall
not direct the paymentnor shall paymentbe made under this act
to any personother than a veteran or the representativesof a vet-
eran, as in this act provided.

—

“father” in original.
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Section8. Penalty for Feesfor AssistingVeterans.—Anyperson
who chargesor collects, or attemptsto chargeor collect, either di- e
rectly or indirectly, any fee or other compensationfor assisting,in Ia.

any manner,a veteranin obtaining any of the benefitsto which he —
or sheis entitled under the provisionsof this act, shall be guilty of - -

a misdemeanor,and upon conviction thereof, shall be sentencedto
pay a fine of not more than sevenhundred fifty dollars ($750), or
undergoimprisonmentfor not morethanoneyear,or both.

Section 9. Digest and Explanationof Act.—The Adjutant Gen-
eral shall,assoonasnracticableafterthe approvalof this act,prepare
and publish a pamphletor pamphletscontaining a digest and ex-
planation of the provisions of this act, accompaniedby statements
which he believesmaybe of assistanceto the veteransin filing their
applicationsand shall, from time to time, prepareand publish any
additional or supplementaryinformation as maybe found necessary.

The pamphletor pamphletsshall be distributed in a manneras
the Adjutant Generalmay determineto be most effective to inform
veteransof their rights under this act. The Adjutant Generalshall
enlist as far as possiblethe servicesof veteranorganizationsin this - -~

Commonwealthin the disseminationof such information. - --

Section 10. Ascertainmentof Service.—Immediatelyupon the
passageof this act, the Adjutant General shall ascertainthe mdi-
vidualswho are veteransas definedin section2 andas to eachveter-
an, thenumberof monthsof serviceasdefinedin section8 for which
he or sheis entitled to receivecompensation,and his decisionsshall
be final andnot subjectto reviewby anycourt or by any otherofficer.
In all casesnot within the expresspurview of this act, the decision
of the Adjutant General,as to paymentor nonpaymentof compen-
sation or eligibility therefor,shall be in all things final.

Section 11. False or FraudulentStatements;Penalty.—.Whoever
knowingly makes any false or fraudulent statementof a material
fact in any application,certificate or documentmadeunder the pro-
visions of this act, or of any regulation madeby the Adjutant Gen-
eral in administeringthis act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor,and
upon conviction thereof, shall be sentencedto pay a fine of not more
than one thousanddollars ($1,000) or undergo imprisonment for
not morethan five years,or both.

Section12. Administrationof Act—For the purposeof carrying
into effect the provisions of this act, the Adjutant Generalof the
Commonwealthis chargedwith the administration thereof, and for
that purpose,he shall prepareanddistributeapplication blanks, in-
vestigateall claims and applicationsfiled with him, and if satisfied
of the proof of such claim or application, approve the same and
direct paymentthereof, and shall make any regulationnecessaryto
the efficient administrationof the provisionsof this act.

The books, papersand records,togetherwith the filing casesand
equipmentprocuredand usedin the administrationof this act, shall
become a part of the permanentrecordsof the office of Adjutant
General.
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All printing necessaryto carry out the provisionsof this act shall
be done by the Bureauof Publicationson the requisition of the Ad-
jutant Generalto the Departmentof Propertyand Supplies.

The Adjutant Generalmay employ the necessaryclerical help and
fix their salariesand pay for postageand other expensesincurred
in the administrationof this act. In all appointmentsunderthis act,
preferenceshall, so far as practicable,be given to veteransas de-
fined in this act.

Employes of the Departmentof Military Affairs of this Common-
wealth, whose specific duty is to aid and assistveteransand their
widows, children anddependentsin the prosecutionof claims before
the Veterans’Administration or otherbranchof the Federalgovern-
ment, are hereby authorized and empoweredto administer oaths
and affirmations in all matterspertaining to and concerningsuch
claims.

Section 13. Appropriation.—For the purposeof paying for the
compensationto eligible veterans,and clerical services,postageand
other necessaryexpensesincurred by the Adjutant Generalin the
administration of this act, the sum of twenty-eight million dollars
($28,000,000),or as muchthereofasmaybe necessary,is specifically
appropriatedto the Departmentof Military Affairs.

Section 14. Payment.—Thecompensationpayableunder this act
shall be paid by the State Treasurerfrom the Vietnam Conflict
Veterans’ CompensationFund, to be created with funds realized
from a proposedbond issue, if and when approvedpursuantto Ar- - --

tide VIII, section 7 (a) (3) of the Constitution of Pennsylvania,
upon requisition by the Adjutant General.

Paymentsunder this act shall be madeas soon as possibleafter
funds thereof are available.

Section 15. Referendum.—Thequestion whether the debt of
twenty-eightmillion dollars ($28,000,000)shall be incurredshall be
submittedto the electorsat thenextStatewideelectionto be held in
this Commonwealthafter the questionhas been publishedby the
Secretaryof the Commonwealthin at leasttwo newspapersin every
county wheretwo are published,which publicationsshall occur two
months before the saidelection.

Section 16. Effective Date.—This act shall take effect im-
mediately. -~

APPROvED—The18th day of July, A. D. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER.


