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Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

AppRovED—The 18th day of July, A. D. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER.

S
No. 196

AN ACT

SB 1554

Amending theactof July 9, 1959 (P. L. 510), entitled “An act relating to the public
lands of theCommonwealth;dehningsuchland; providing for thesale of vacant
and unimprovedpublic lands and the price to be paid therefor; providing for
theconveyanceof title to vacantand unappropriatedpublic land to the Depart-
ment of Forestsand Watersfor forest culture, forest reservation,or State park
purposes;providing for the conveyanceof title to all public lands for which ap-
plications havebeenmade or warrantsissuedandto all personshaving rights by
settlementand improvementupon paymentof the purchaseprice; providing for
the releaseof liens for unpaid purchaseprice in certain cases;preventing the
granting of title to landsand islands in the bed of navigableriven and streams
declaredby law to be public highwaysexcept in certain cases;and prescribing
theduties of the Departmentof Internal Affairs with respectto the administra-
tion of thepublic landsand the recordsthereof,including surveysof county and
Commonwealthboundariesanddocumentshaving to do with early titles,” trans-
ferring functions of the Departmentof Internal Affairs to the Departmentof
Community Affairs.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. The title, clauses(e) and (g) of section2, and clause
(4) of section 11, act of July 9, 1959 (P. L. 510), known as the
“PennsylvaniaPublic LandsAct,” are amendedto read:

AN ACT
Relatingto the public landsof the Commonwealth;definingsuch land;

providing for the sale of vacantand unimprovedpublic lands and
the priceto be paid therefor;providing for the conveyanceof title
to vacant and unappropriatedpublic land to the Departmentof
ForestsandWaters for forest culture, forest reservation,or State
park purposes;providing for the conveyanceof title to all public
lands for which applicationshave beenmade or warrantsissued
and to all personshaving rights by settlementand improvement
upon paymentof the purchaseprice; providing for the releaseof
liens for unpaid purchaseprice in certain cases;preventing the
grantingof title to lands and islandsin the bed of navigablerivers
andstreamsdeclaredby law to be public highwaysexceptin cer-
tain cases;andprescribingthe dutiesof the Departmentof [Inter-
nal] CommunityAffairs with respectto the administrationof the

public lands and the recordsthereof, including surveysof county
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and Commonwealthboundariesand documentshaving to do with
early titles.
Section 2. Definitions.—Thefollowing words, terms andphrases,

when used in this act, shall have the meaningascribedto them in
this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:

* * *

(e) “Department”shall meanthe Departmentof [Internal] Com-

munity Affairs.
* * *

(g) “Bureau” shall meanthe Bureauof Land Recordsin the De-
partmentof [Internal] Community Affairs.

Section 11. ProhibitionsandExceptions.—Noapplicationshall be
acceptedand no warrants,easementsor other office rights shall be
grantedfor any landor island lying in the beds of navigablerivers
or in beds of streamswhich are by law declaredto be public high-
ways,except

* * *

(4) The evidencethatanypart of such river or streamhasceased - -

to be useful for the ordinary purposesof navigationand is the sub-
ject of warrant, survey andpatent,shall include a certified copy of
any Act of Congresswhich maybe passedin relation thereto,and a
copy of any agreemententered into betweenthe United Statesof
America and such ownersof the land accompaniedby properplans
showing the land to be taken, the river or stream as widened,
straightenedor improved, and the portion of such river or stream
which is to be abandoned,which copy of suchagreementandwhich
plans shallbe certified, underthe handandseal of the United States
Secretaryof Defenseor his successor,and filed in the Office of the
Secretaryof [Internal] Community Affairs of this Commonwealth.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

AppaovEa—The18th day of July, A. D. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER.

No. 197
AN ACT

S

SB 1557

Amending the act of June 30, 1959 (P. L. 492), entitled “An act fixing the feesto
be chargedby the Departmentof Internal Affairs,” changingreferencesto the
Departmentof Internal Affairs to the Departmentof Community Affairs.

S


