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Section 8.1. The severalcourtsof commonpleas,and the County
Court of Allegheny County [and the Municipal Court of Philadelphia]
may, by rules of court, provide that all caseswhich are at issue
where the amount in controversy shall be two thousand dollars
($2000) or less, exceptthose involving title to real estate,shall first
be submittedto and heard by a board of three (3) membersof the
bar within the judicial district. The County Court of Philadelphia

may also by such rules fix any amountnot more thanthree thousand

dollars ($3,000) as the amountin controversyup to which suchsub-ET
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missionsshallbe required. Caseswhich arenot at issueandwhether

or not suit hasbeenfiled may be referredto the board of arbitration
by agreementof referencesigned by counselfor both sides in the
case. Said agreementof referenceshall define the issues involved
for determinationby the board and, when agreeable,shall also con-
thin stipulations with respectto facts submitted or agreed or de-
fenseswaived. In such cases,the agreementof referenceshall take
the place of the pleadingsin the caseand be tIled of record.

Section 2. This actshall take effect immediately.

APpizovEr—The31st day of July, A. D. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER.

No. 267

AN ACT

HE 924

Amendingthe act of April 29, 1959 (P. L 58), entitled “An act consolidating
and revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor Code, the Motor Vehicle Finan-
cial ResponsibilityAct and other acts relating to the ownership, possession
and use of vehicles and tractors,” changing limitations as to lengths for
vehicles equippedwith booms or boom-like devices, and as to weights for
tractors, and increasingpenalties.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enactsas follows:

Section 1. The first paragraphof subsection(c) of section 902,
act of April 29, 1959 (P. L. 58), known as “The Vehicle Code,”
amendedDecember7, 1965 (P. L. 1039) andDecember7, 1965 (P. L.
1050), is amendedto read:

Section 902. Size of Vehicles, Tractors and Loads.—
* * *

(c) No motor vehicle or tractor, exceptmotor buses,motor omni-
busesand fire departmentequipment,shall exceeda total maximum
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length, including any load thereon,of four hundredtwenty (420)
inches,except that motor vehiclesoperatedunder contractwith any
school district, private school or parochial school for the transporta-.
tion of school children and motor vehicles owned and operatedby
school districts, private schools and parochial schools in the trans-
portationof schoolchildren, may exceedsuch total maximum length
by sixty (60) inches. No trailer or semi-trailer shall exceeda total
maximum length including any load thereonof four hundred eighty
(480) inches,exceptingthat a refrigeratingor other deviceattached
to the front exteriorof asemi-trailershall be disregardedin measur-
ing the length of the semi-trailer, if the presenceor absenceof such
device would not affect the length of the combination of vehicles
in which such semi-trailer is operated. No combinationof two (2)
vehicles or tractors shall exceed a total maximum length of six
hundredsixty (660) inches inclusive of load and bumperscoupled
together. Nothing in this subsectionshall prohibit the transporta-
tion by a combinationof vehicles of articles impossibleof dismem-
berment,which do not exceedseventy (70) feet, nor the operation

of a vehicle equipped with a boom or boom-like device which does

not exceedfifty-five (55) feet, in which case such combination of

vehicles,or vehicle equippedwith a boom or boom-like device, may

exceedthe total maximum length as hereinbeforeset forth by such
additional length as may be necessaryto transport the articles im-
possibleof dismemberment,or operate the vehicle equipped with a

boom or boom-like device, in a safemanner.
* * *

Penalty.—Anypersonviolating any of the provisionsof subsection
(a), (b), (c), (d) or (e) of this section,shall, upon summarycon-
viction before amagistrate,be sentencedto pay a fine of ten dollars
($10.00) and costs of prosecution,and, in default of the payment
thereof,shall undergoimprisonmentfor not more thanfive (5) days.
Such fine shall be in addition to any penalty imposed by any other
section or subsectionof this act.

Section 2. Subsection (h) of section 903 of the act, and the
paragraphof the penalty clausepertainingto said subsection,amend-
ed December17, 1959 (P. L. 1920),andsaidparagraphof the penalty
clauseas amendedJanuary25, 1966 (P. L. 1584), are amendedto
read:

Section 903. \Yeight of Vehicles, Tractorsand Loads—
* S *

(h) Tractors shall not be operatedor moved upon any highway
with gross weight in excess of [thirty thousand (30,000) pounds
if of the two (2) axle type and forty thousand (40,000) poundsif
of the three (3) axle type] sixty thousand (60,000) pounds. The

width of tires on the wheels of tractorsshall be sufficient so that,
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including the load on the tractor, the weight shall not be in excess
of eight hundred (800) poundson any wheel for each nominal inch
of width of tire on eachwheel, or with weight upon each of anytwo

(2) adjacentaxles in excessof that specifiedin subsection(f) of

this section.
* * *

Penalty.—
* * *

Any person operatinga tractor in violation of subsection(h) of
this section,shall, upon summaryconviction before a magistrate,be
sentencedto pay the costsof prosecutionanda fine of [fifty dollars
($50.00)] onehundreddollars ($100.00),and, in default of the pay-

ment thereof, shall undergo imprisonment for not more than [ten
(10)] twenty (20) days.

* * *

APPROVED—The 31st day of July, A. D. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER.

No. 268

AN ACT

HB 961

Amending the act of June 1. 1959 (P. L. 350), entitled ‘An act relating to
the retirementof public school employes;amending,revising, consolidating
and changingthe laws relating thereto,” permitting certain membersto
eject membershipin the State Employes’ RetirementSystem and making
editorial changes.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Clauses (b) and (d) of subsection(1) of section 201
of the act of June1, 1959 (P. L. 350), known as the “Public School
Employes’ Retirement Code of 1959,” clause Cd) addedAugust 22.
1961 (P. L. 1036), are amendedto read:

Section 201. Mandatoryand Optional Membership.—
(1) Membershipin the retirement systemshall be mandatoryfor

all schoolemployes,except the following:
* * *

(b) Schoolemployesin theDepartmentof Public Instruction,State
[teachers’) colleges, Indiana University of Pennsylvania,Thaddeus

‘“(2)” not in original.


