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No. 283

AN ACT

HB 2315

Amending the act of ~Tanuary22, 1968 (P. L. 27), entitled “An act promoting
the welfare of the people of the Commonwealth; creating The Pennsyl-
vania TransportationAssistanceAuthority as a body corporateand politic
with power to acquire, construct, improve, equip and leasetransportation
assistanceprojects, and to fix the rentals, fees and charges for the use
thereof; authorizing and regulating the issuanceof bonds by the authority
and providing for the payment of such bonds, and the rights of the hold-
ers thereof; authorizing the authority to enter into agreements,including
agreementsfor the joint ownership of transportationassistanceprojects,
with the governmentof theUnited States,any Federalagency,any political
subdivision of the Commonwealth,any other authority organized by any
thereof, any transportationcompany, or with any combination of the fore-
going; granting to the authority the right of eminentdomain; authorizing
the Departmentof Commerceand the Department of Community Affairs
to lease transportationassistanceprojects from the authority and to co-
operate with local bodies; authorizing gifts to the authority by political
subdivisionsand corporations;empoweringthe authority to sell and con-
vey transportationassistanceprojects and providing that no debt of the
Commonwealthshall be incurred in the exercise of any of the powers
granted by this act,” further providing for contracts, procurement and
sale of property, and competition in award of contracts.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 12, act of January22, 1968 (P. L. 27), known
as “The PennsylvaniaTransportationAssistanceAuthority Act of
1967,” is amendedto read:

Section 12. Contracts,Procurementand Sale of Property, Com-
petition in Award of Contracts.—(a)The authority shall havepower
and authority to enter into contracts and to make joint contracts of
purchasewith any local transportationorganization in any manner
complying with the law applicable to such local transportation or-
ganization. The authority shall also have power and authority to
make contractsfor the improvement of any rights-of-way, roadbeds
or rolling stock, or electrification systems, or other transportation
systems,or parts thereof, constituting a project without advertise-
ment for competitive bids, where such work is to be doneat cost by
the personneland with the facilities of the local transportationor-
ganizationor of the transportationcompany on whose systemsuch
propertyis to be used.

(b) Exceptin the purchaseof projects from a local transportation
organization,or in the purchaseof unique articles, or articles which,
for any other reason,cannot be obtained in the open market, and
except as herein specifically provided, competitive bids shall be se-
cured before any purchaseor sale, by contractor otherwise,is made
or before any contract is awardedfor construction,alterations, sup-
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plies, equipment,repairsor maintenanceor for renderingany services
to the authority other thanprofessionalservices;and the purchase
shall be madefrom or the contract shall be awarded to the lowest
responsiblebidder; or a sale to the highestresponsiblebidder. No
purchaseof any unique article or other articles which cannot be
obtainedin the openmarketshall be madewithout expressapproval
of the boardwherethe amountinvolved is in excessof [five thousand
dollars ($5,000)] one thousandfive hundred dollars ($1,500).

(c) Exceptas hereinspecifically provided otherwise,all purchases
andsalesin excessof [five thousanddollars ($5,000)] one thousand

five hundred dollars ($1,500) shall be awardedafter advertisingin a

newspaperof generalcirculation in the areawhere the property is
to be used not less than two weeks prior to the bid opening. Bids
shall be publicly openedand read aloud at a date, time and place
designatedin the invitation to bid. In all casesof purchasesor sales
in excessof [five thousanddollars ($5,000)] one thousandfive hun-

dred dollars ($1,500) authorizedhereunderto be madewithout com-

petitive bidding exceptpurchasesfrom or salesto a local transporta-
tion organizationor contractswith a transportationcompanypur-
suant to subsection(a) of this section 12, invitations to bid shall be
sentnot less thanoneweek prior to the bid openingto at least three
potentialbidderswho are qualified technicallyand financially to sub-
mit bids, or in lieu thereofamemorandumshallbe kepton file show-
ing that less than three potential bidders so qualified exist in the
marketareawithin which it is practicableto obtainbids.

(d) Purchasesor salesunder [five thousanddollars ($5,000)] one

thousandfive hundred dollars ($1,500) may be negotiatedwith or

without competitivebidding under soundprocurementproceduresas
promulgatedand establishedby the board.

(e) Competitivebiddingrequirementsmay be waived if it is deter-
mined in suchothermanneras the boardmay, by regulation,provide,
thatan emergencydirectly and immediatelyaffecting customerserv-
ice, or public health, safety or welfare requiresimmediate delivery
of supplies,materials,or equipment:Provided, however,That a rec-
ord of circumstancesexplaining the emergencyshall be submitted
to the board at its nextregular meetingand thereafterkept on file.

(f) Contracts for the sale or lease of property owned by the
authorityshallbe awardedaftercompetitivebiddingasshownin sub-
section (c) of this section12, exceptwhereacontractis enteredinto
with the Commonwealthor any political subdivision or agency or
instrumentalitythereof,local transportationorganizationor Federal
agency.

(g) Requirementsshall not be split into parts for the purposeof
avoiding the provisionsof this section 12.

(h) The authority shall havethe right to reject any or all bids or
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partsof any or all bids, whenever,in the opinion of the board,such
rejection is necessaryfor the protection of the interest of the au-
thority. In every such case,a record shall be made,setting forth the
reasonfor suchrejectionwhich record shall thereafterbe kepton file.

(i) The board shall adopt rules and regulationsto effectuatethe
provisionsof this section12.

(j) The authority shall have the power to accept the assignment
from any local transportationorganizationof all or any interest in
any lawfully madecontractfor the procurementandpurchaseof any
assetdeemednecessaryor desirableby the authority in connection
with anyproject.

Section 2. This actshalltakeeffect immediately.

A1’novFJD—The 31st day of July, A. D. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER.

No. 284

AN ACT

HB 2348

Relating to settlementsand advance paymentsmade for personal injuries
or propertydamage.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Settlementwith or any paymentmadeto an injured
personor to otherson behalf of such injured personwith thepermis-
sion of suchinjured personor to anyoneentitled to recoverdamages
on accountof injury or deathof such personshall not constitutean
admissionof liability by the personmaking thepaymentor on whose
behalf the paymentwas made,unlessthe partiesto such settlement
or paymentagree to the contrary.

Section 2. Settlementwith or any paymentmadeto a personor
on his behalfto othersfor damagesto or destructionof propertyshall
not constitute an admissionof liability by the personmaking the
paymentor on whosebehalf the paymentwas made,unlessthe par-
ties to such settlementor paymentagreeto the contrary.

Section 3. Except in an action in which final settlementand re-
leasehas been pleaded as a complete defense, any settlement or
paymentreferred to in sections 1 and 2 shall be inadmissible in
evidence on the trial of any legal action.

Section 4. All settlementsand paymentsby or on behalf of the
person making paymentunder sections 1 and 2 shall be credited
to the person making the same against any final settlement or


