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No. 105

AN ACT

HB 128

Relating to the PhiladelphiaMunicipal Court.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The Philadelphia Municipal Court shall consist of
twenty-two judges. The aforesaid complement of judges shall exist
exclusiveof any judge or judges who havebeen declaredpennanently
disabledor infirm in accordancewith the act of October 19, 1967 (P. L
453).

Section2. The annualsalaryof judgesof the PhiladelphiaMunicipal
Court who aremembersof thebarof the SupremeCourtshallbe twenty
thousanddollars ($20,000) and the annual salaryof the judges of the
municipal court who are not membersof the bar of the SupremeCourt
shall be sixteen thousandfive hundreddollars ($16,500).The president
judge shallreceivethe additionalsumof onethousanddollars ($1,000)per
annum.The salaryof saidjudgesshallbe paid by the Commonwealthof
Pennsylvaniain the samemannerthat the salariesof the judges of the
courtof commonpleasarepaid.The salariesprovidedhereinshall relate
backto andbe payablefrom July 1, 1969.

Section3. Thegrant to the municipal courtin clause(v) of subsection
(r) of section16 of theScheduleto theJudiciaryArticle to theConstitution,
of jurisdiction over civil claims involving less than five hundreddollars
($500), shall extend only to civil claims in trespassand assumpsit,and
actionsfor fines andpenaltiesby any governmentalagencyinvolving less
than five hundreddollars($500)exclusiveof interestandcosts.Judgment
by confessionshall not be enteredin municipal court. Jurisdictionover
civil claims in trespassshallextendto all forms of trespass.

Section 4. The municipal court shallhavea sealwhich shall contain
thenameof the court andthe word “Seal.” Thesealshallbeaffixed to all
process,transcriptsand otherofficial certificatesissuedby or under the
order of the court. A facsimile or preprinted seal may be used for all
purposesin lieu of the original seal.

Section 5. The Philadelphia Municipal Court shall be a court of
record.Judgmentrecoveredin the said municipal court shall be a lien
upon the property of the defendantin the samemannerandto the same
extentthatjudgmentrecoveredin thecourtsof commonpleasis alien.All
suchjudgmentsshallbe indexedin thejudgmentindex or indicesof the
saidcounty;and it is herebymadetheduty of the properofficersto index
said judgments in the same manner that judgmentsin the courts of
commonpleasare now or hereaftermay be indexed.
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Section6. Subjectto therulemakingpowerof theSupremeCourt,the
PhiladelphiaMunicipal Court actingby thejudgeswho aremembersof
thebarof theSupremeCourtof Pennsylvania,isempoweredto makerules
of proceduregoverningactionsbeforeit. Saidpowershallbe deemedto
extend to all process,writs, service, pleadings and motions and the
practice and proceduresincluding appealsin all actionspending in the
court.

Section7. The municipal court may provide for serviceof processin
civil cases,other than landlord and tenantact process,by any of the
following means:

(1) Certified mail, return receiptrequested.
(~)Serviceby the sheriff or writ serversappointedby the municipal

court.
(3) By any othermethod approvedby leave of court.
(4) By postingthe premiseswhereprovidedby Act of Assembly.
With respectto (1) and (2) serviceshall be upon an adult. Execution

processshallbe servedby the sheriff. Serviceby writ serversappointed
by the municipal court shall beas conclusiveas a sheriffs service.

Section 8. Service of processin criminal cases shall be made in
accordancewith the Rulesof Criminal Procedureof the SupremeCourt.
Wherepersonalserviceis required,it shallbemadeby the sheriff, police
commissioneror district attorney.

Section9. (a) The feesto bereceivedby the clerk of the Philadelphia
Municipal Court in civil actionsshallbe as follows:

Commencementof any civil action. $ 6.00
This composite fee shall include all proceedings from the

commencementof the actionup to and includingthe issuanceof writs of
execution.

Revival or satisfactionof judgmentincluding indexing $ 3.00
(b) The feesto be receivedby the clerk of quartersessionsin criminal

casesshallbe asfollows:
Filing complaint including service of summonsby certified mail

$6.00
(c) The foregoing fee scheduledoesnot cover any costs for services

performedby the sheriff, or other writ server.Serviceof initial process
shallbefive dollars ($5.00).All otherfeesof thesheriffor otherwrit server
shallbe in accordancewith thesheriffsfeebill applicableto Philadelphia
County.

(d) The commencementof any action or proceeding as well as
complaintsand all writs shallbe exemptfrom any library fee or taxes.

Section10. The court, uponcauseshown,mayin apropercasewaive
paymentof filing feesfor thecommencementof the actionor othercosts.

Section 11. It shallbe the duty of the City of Philadelphiato supply
andpay for whatevermay be necessaryto transactthe businessof the
Philadelphia Municipal Court; to supply all proper judicial chambers,
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courtroom accommodations, blank books, legal books, stationery,
furniture, equipmentandsuchlaw booksas may be necessaryfor the use
of thejudgesof themunicipalcourt; andto payall salaries,(otherthan that
of the judges), expensesand disbursementsas are necessaryfor the
operationof saidcourt and it shallbe the duty of the council of said city
to appropriateannuallya sumsufficientto paysuchsalaries,expenses,and
disbursements.

Section 12. The court shallbe openat all timesfor the transactionof
businessin the County of Philadelphia.

Section 13. All fees and costsreceivedby the clerk of the said court
or any employeof saidcourtshallbe paid into the treasuryof the City of
Philadelphia.All fines receivedby the clerk shall be remitted to the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,City of Philadelphia,SchoolDistrict of
Philadelphia,or otherwiseas may be providedby law.

Section 14. The said courtis empoweredto issuewrits of subpoena,
including subpoenaducestecum,underits official seal,into anycountyof
the Commonwealth,to summonandbring beforethe court anypersonto
give testimony in any cause or matter pending before it, under the
penaltiesprovided by law.

Section15. Any clerk of said courtshall be empoweredto administer
oaths or affirmations.

Section 16. Said court shall havethe power to open or strike off its
judgments,upon propercauseshown,at any time prior to the perfecting
of an appealtherefrom; and thereupona certificate of the order of this
court shallbe filed in the office of the clerk, by the party in whosefavor
suchorderis made,andanylien theretoforeobtainedby filing a transcript
of suchjudgment shall be therebyremoved.Any party aggrievedmay
appealsuchaction to the court of commonpleasashereinafterprovided.

Section 17. The judges of the municipal court shall havethe same
powerto issueattachmentsandpunish for contemptas the judgesof the
courtsof common pleasof this Commonwealth.

Section 18. Thejudges of the municipal court exercisingjurisdiction
undersectionl6(r) (iii), of theScheduleto theJudiciaryArticle, shallhave
the samejurisdiction in probation and parole arising out of sentences
imposedby them,asjudgesof thecourtsof commonpleasof Philadelphia.

Section19. Any partymayappealthejudgmentof themunicipalcourt
to theCommonPleasCourtof Philadelphiawithin thirty daysof theentry
of judgment:Provided,however,Thatappealsfrom summaryconvictions
in municipalcourtshallbegovernedby theMinor JudiciaryCourtAppeals
Act.

Section 20. A plaintiff may waive a portion of his claim of five
hundred dollars ($500), or over, so as to bring the matter within the
jurisdiction of this court. Such waiver shall be deemedrevoked if the
defendantfiles an appealto commonpleascourt.

Section21. Costsmayfollow judgmentsat thediscretionof thecourt.
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Section22. The procedurefor executionssur judgmentshallconform
to the rules applicable to the common pleas court including sheriffs
interpleaderproceedings.

Section 23. The judges of the municipal court exercising civil
jurisdiction under section 16 (r) (v), of the Scheduleto the Judiciary
Article, shallhavethe powerto approveaschedulefor thepaymentof any
judgmentin full or in installmentsandmayorder executionstayedduring
the periodof adherenceto suchschedule:Provided,however,That upon
causeshown,said court shallhavepower to modify or vacatesuch stay
without further notice.

Section24. The canonsof judicial ethicsasadoptedby the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvaniashallapply to judgesof the municipal court.

Section 25. The municipal court acting through its judges who are
membersof the bar of the SupremeCourt, is empoweredto promulgate
rules pertaining to the destructionof recordsof the court.

Section 26. The presidentjudge of the municipal court shallappoint
as landlord and tenant officers of the municipal court such numberof
individuals as shall be necessaryand who shall perform the duties
heretoforeperformedby constablesunderThe Landlord andTenantAct
of 1951.Suchofficers shallpossesssuchqualificationsas thejudge of the
municipal court shall prescribe.The landlord and tenant officers shall
serveat the pleasureof the presidentjudge of the municipal court. As
compensationfor their services,such landlord and tenantofficers shall
receivefrom the landlordthe feesprovidedin the constables’feebill, and
only suchfees togetherwith court costsmaybe taxed.

Section 27. The presidentjudge of the municipal courtshallappoint
aswrit serversof the municipal court suchnumberof individuals as shall
be necessaryto servecivil andcriminal processissuingout of said court.
Suchofficers shallpossesssuchqualificationsasthejudge of themunicipal
court shall prescribe.The writ serversshall serveat the pleasureof the
presidentjudgeof the municipalcourt.As compensationfor their services,
suchwrit serversshall receivethe fees provided in this act.

Section 28. This act shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The17th day of October,A. D. 1969.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

Theforegoing is a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 105.

Secretary of the Commonwealth.


