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No. 140

AN ACT

HB 1632

Providingfor the mayor’semergencypowersin cities of the secondclassA and
providing penaltiesfor violations of their exercise.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. In order to enablethe mayorof every city of the second
classA effectually to preservethe public peacewithin the city, all the
powerswhich are devolved by the laws of this Commonwealthupon
sheriffs,to preventandsuppressmobs,riots,andunlawfulandtumuftuous
assemblies,are herebyconferred upon him. When the mayor considers
thatastateof emergencyexists,hemayissuehisproclamation,which shall
he in writing and copies of which shall be madeavailable to all news
media,andto eachmemberof city council declaringastateof emergency
for a periodnotto exceedfive days,unlessextendedby actionof council.
In his proclamationhemay prohibit,for all or anypartof thecity in which
there is a clear and presentdanger to life or property through civil
disorder:

(1) Any personbeing on the public streets,or in the public parksor
at any otherpublic placeduring the hoursdeclaredby him to be a period
of curfew;

(2) The ‘assemblingor gatheringof agroupof people,in suchnumbcrs
to be designatedby him, upon the public streets,parks or otherpublic
places;

(3) Theentryor departureof personsinto or from any restrictedarea;
(4) Thesale,purchase,or dispensingof any commoditiesor goods,as

designatedby him;
(5) The transportation,possessionor use of gasoline,kerosene,or

othercombustible,flammableor explosiveliquids or materials,except in
connectionwith thenormaloperationof motorvehicles,normalhomeuse,
or legitimatecommercialuse;

(6) Any other such activities as he reasonablybelievesshould be
prohibited to help preservelife, health,propertyor the public peace.

The proclamationshall describeany restricted areawith particularity
and shall specify the hours during which such restrictionsare to be in
effect.

Any personviolating suchproclamationof emergencyshallbe 2guilty of
a summaryoffenseandshall, uponconviction,be sentencedto pay a fine

‘“assemblying” in original.
‘“quilt>” in original.
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not to exceedthreehundreddollars ($300) or to undergoimprisonment
not to exceedthirty days,or both.
• Section2. This actshall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The5th day of December,A. D. 1969.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

The foregoingis a trueandcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 140.

Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


