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No. 149

AN ACT

HR 852

Amendingthe act of April 29, 1959 (P. L. 58). entitled “An act consolidatingand
revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor Code, the Motor Vehicle Financial
ResponsibilityAct andotheractsrelatingto the ownership,possessionanduse

0f vehiclesand tractors,”placingjurisdictionoverschoolbusesandschoolbus
safetywithin the Bureauof Traffic Safetyof the Departmentof Revenueand
eliminatingpowersanddutiesof StateBoardof Educationand theDepartment
of Public Instructionin connectiontherewith.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Subsections(i) andU) of section834,act of April 29, 1959
(P. L. 58), known as “The Vehicle Code,” amendedJune13, 1963 (P. L.
134), are amendedto read:

Section 834. Official Inspections.—
* * *

(i) The secretary is hereby authorized and required to issue a
certificateof school bus inspectionfor every vehicleowned by, or used
undercontractwith, anyschoolor schooldistrictwhich conformswith the
provisions of this act [and with the regulations of the State Board of
Educationi including regulationsof theBureau of Traffic Safetyof the
department Such certificate shall bear the approval of and be
countersignedby theCommissionerof thePennsylvaniaStatePolice.This
provision shall not apply to buses operated over regular routes in
scheduledserviceunder the authority of the Public Utility Commission.

U) The owner of every vehicle which is to be used for the
transportationof schoolchildrenshall, in additionto any otherinspection
requiredby this act, submitsuchvehicleto thePennsylvaniaStatePolice
sometimeduring everyAugust, or prior to operatingsuchvehiclefor the
transportationof school children during the school year, to determine
whether suchvehicle conformswith the provisions of this act [and the
regulationsof the StateBoard of Education] including regulations of the
Bureau of Traffic Safetyofthedepartment.Thisprovisionshallnotapply
to busesoperatedover regular routes in scheduledservice under the
authority of the Public Utility Commission.

Penalty.—Anypersonviolating any of the provisionsof subsection(d),
(e), (g), (h), U) or (k) of this section,shall, uponsummaryconviction before
a magistrate,be sentencedto pay a fine of not more than ten dollars
($10.00)and costsof prosecution,and,in defaultof the paymentthereof,
shallundergoimprisonmentfor notmore than five (5) days.Any person
violating the provisionsof subsection(h) of this section,shallbegiven by
thearrestingofficer a ticket, whereonshallbe indicatedthedate,timeand
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placeof arrest,andsuchpersonshall notbeproceededagainstmorethan
one(1) time within any twenty-four hour period for the violation of said
subsection.

Section2. Subsection(a) andthe penaltyclauseof section840 of the
act, amendedJune13, 1963 (P. L. 134),are amendedandsaid section is
alsoamendedby adding after subsection(a) thereofa new subsectionto
read:

Section 840. SchoolBuses;Safety Requirements.—
(a) “School Bus,” for the pnrposeof this section, is any vehicle

registeredas a commercialvehicle,motorbus or motoromnibus,usedfor
the transportationof school children: Provided,That the term “school
bus” shall not include any motor busesoperatedby common carriers
holding a certificateof the Public Utility Commission,who also operate
suchmotorbusesoverroutesapprovedby suchcommission:And provided
further, That all such busescomply with the safety regulationsof that
commissionand the [StateBoardof Education]Bureau of Traffic Safety
of thedepartment

(a-i) All vehicles usedfor the transportation of pupils, whether
owned or hired by the school district, shall conform to standards
prescribedby the Bureau of Traffic Safetyof the department, which
shall hereafterhavejurisdiction overschool bussafety.

Penalty.—Anypersonviolating any of the provisionsof this section,or
standardsor regulations promulgatedhereunder, shall, upon summary
convictionbeforea magistrate,besentencedto paya fine of not lessthan
ten dollars ($10.00) and not morethan twenty-five dollars ($25.00) and
costsof prosecution,and,in defaultof thepaymentthereof,shallundergo
imprisonmentfor not less than five (5) daysand not more than ten (10)
days.

Section 3. Clause (7) of subsection(b) of section 840 of the act is
amendedto read:

Section 840. SchoolBuses;Safety Requirements.—

(b) No person shall own or operatea school bus carrying school
children on the highwaysof this Commonwealththat, in addition to the
other requirementsof this act, doesnot conform with the following:

(7) Everyschoolbusshallbe of a uniformcolor which shall beorange,
andevery suchbusshall be labeledboth in thefront and in the rearwith
blackletters,not less than six (6) inchesin height,with thewords “School
Bus,” showingto theoutside.Any schoolbuspurchasedor repaintedshall
be of a uniform color of nationalschoolbuschrome,andevery schoolbus
shall be labeledboth in front and in the rearwith black letters, not less
thaneight (8) inchesin height,with the words “SchoolBus,” showingto
the outside.The type,sizeandform of schoolbussignsto be displayedby
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buses owned and operated by a person or company subject to the
jurisdiction of the Public Utility Commissionshall be determinedby the
Secretaryof Revenueand the Commissionerof the PennsylvaniaState
Police. handthe Superintendentof PublicInstruction]Whena schoolbusis
being operatedupon a highwayother than for the transportationof school
childreneitherto or from school,all thelabelscontainingthe words “School
Bus” shall be removed,coveredor concealed.

Penalty.—Anypersonviolating any of the provisionsof this section,shall,
upon summaryconviction beforea magistrate,be sentencedto pay a fine of
not less than ten dollars ($10.00) and not more than twenty-five dollars
($25.00)andcostsof prosecution,and,in defaultof the paymentthereof,shall
undergoimprisonmentfor not less than five (5) days andnot more than ten
(10) days.

Section4. Section 1363,act of March 10, 1949 (P. L. 30), known as the
“Public SchoolCode of 1949,” is repealed.

Section 5. This act shall takeeffect September1, 1970.

APPRovED—The9th day of December,A. D. 1969.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

The foregoingis a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 149.

Secretaryof the Commonwealth,


