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No. 195

AN ACT

1113.1316

Amendingthe act of April 29, 1959 (P.L58), entitled “An actconsolidatingand
revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor Code, the Motor Vehicle Financial
ResponsibilityAct andotheractsrelatingto theownership,possessionanduse
ofvehiclesand tractors,”furtherprohibitingtheabandonmentandstrippingof
vehiclesand providing for penalties.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The definition of “AbandonedMotor Vehicle” in section
102,act of April 29, 1959(P.L58), known as “The Vehicle Code,”added
July 31, 1968 (Act No. 263),is amendedto read:

Section 102. Definitions.—The following words and phraseswhen
used in this act shall, for the purposeof this act, have the following
meanings,respectively, except in those instanceswhere the context
clearly indicatesa different meaning:

“AbandonedMotor Vehicle.”—(l) [Except in cities of the secondclass,
a] A motor vehicle that is inoperableand is left unattendedon public
propertyfor morethanninety-six(96)hoursor; (2) amotorvehiclethathas
remainedillegally on public propertyfor a periodof morethanninety-six
(96)hoursor; (3) an inoperablemotorvehiclewithout registrationplates
left standing on or along the highway; or (4) a motorvehicle that has
remainedon privatepropertywithout theconsentof theowneror person
in control of the property for morethan ninety-six (96) hours:Provided,
That vehiclesand equipmentusedor to be usedin construction,or the
operationor maintenanceof public utility facilities andwhich are left in
a mannerwhich doesnot interferewith the normal movementof traffic
shallnot be consideredabandonedvehiclesfor the purposesof this act.

Section2. Section 1042 of theact is repealed.
Section 3. Sections1043, 1222,1 and 1222.2and subsection(a) of

section1222.3of the act, addedor amendedJuly31, 1968 (Act No. 263),
areamendedto read:

Section 1043. Abandonment and Stripping of Motor Vehicles
Prohibited.—~Exceptincitiesof thesecondclass,it] (a) It shallbe unlawful
for any personto abandona motorvehicleasdefinedin thedefinition of
“AbandonedMotor Vehicles” in section 102 of this act.

Penalty.—Anypersonviolating any of the provisionsof this [section)
subsection,shall, upon summary convit~tionbefore a magistrate, be
sentencedto pay a fine of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) and costs of
prosecution, and, in default of payment thereof, shall undergo
imprisonmentfor not more than five (5) days.
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(b) It shall be unlawfulfor anyperson,exceptthe owneror his
agent, or as otherwiseprovided by this act to removeany part of an
abandonedmotor vehicle.

Penalty.—Anyperson violating the provisionsof this subsection,
shall, uponsummaryconviction,for thefirst offense,be sentencedto
payafine oftwo hundreddollars ($200.00)and costsof prosecution,
and, in defaultofpaymentthereof~shall undergoimprisonmentfor not
morethan thirty (30) days and, for thesecondor subsequentoffense,
be sentencedto paya fine offive hundreddollars ($500.00)and costs
of prosecution,and, in default of paymentthereof~shall undergo
imprisonmentfor not morethansixty(60) days.Uponconvictionfor the
offensefor the first time, the secretaryshall revoke the operating
privilegesofthepersonconvictedfor a periodoftwo (2) yearsandupon
convictionof theoffensefor a secondor subsequenttime,for a period
offive (3) years.

Section 1222.1. Authority to Take Possessionof AbandonedMotor
Vehicles.—~Exceptin cities of thesecondclass,a] A salvormay,upon the
written requestof a police department,takepossessionof andtow to his
storagefacility any motor vehicle found abandonedwithin the meaning
of section102 of this act. The written requestof the police department
shall containa statementwhethersaid motor vehicle is valuelessexcept
asjunk.

Section 1222.2. Dispositionof ValuelessAbandonedMotor Vehicles.
[Except in cities of thesecondclass,a] Asalvorwho takespossessionof any
abandonedmotorvehiclepursuanttosection1222.1of thisactshallreport
to the department within twenty-four (24) hours the make, model,
manufacturer’s serial number and registration plate number of the
abandonedmotorvehicle, the nameandaddressof the owneror person
abandoningsame,if known.Thereportshall includeacopyof the police
department’swritten requestandstatementwhethersaid motor vehicle
is valuelessexcept for junk. Where said statementindicatesthe motor
vehicle is valuelessexceptfor junk, salvorshall includea written request
for the issuanceof a certificateof junk. The secretaryshall issueto salvor
acertificateof junkfor anyabandonedmotorvehiclewherethestatement
of the police departmentindicatessaid motorvehicle is valuelessexcept
for junk upon compliancewith section1222.3of this act. Saidcertificate
ofjunk maynotbeissuedby thesecretaryuntil at leastforty (40)daysafter
the dateof mailing thenotice to the ownerandlien holderasset forth in
section1222.3.An issuanceby the secretaryof a certificateof junk to the
salvorwherethemotorvehicleis valuelessexceptasjunk, shalloperateas
adivestitureof all rights,title and interestin thevehicleof theownerand
all lien holders.

Section 1222.3. Notification of Owner and Lien Holders of
AbandonedMotor Vehicles.—(a)[Exceptin cities of the secondclass,the]
Thesecretary,upon receipt from the salvorof notice that the salvor has
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taken possessionof an abandonedmotor vehicle, pursuantto sections
1222.1 and1222.2of this act shall notify, by certified mail, returnreceipt
requested,the lastknown registeredownerof the motorvehicle and all
lien holdersof record that the vehiclehasbeenfound to be abandoned.
The notice shalldescribethe make,model,manufacturer’sserialnumber
andregistrationplatenumberof the abandonedmotorvehicle,statethe
locationwherethemotorvehicle is beingheld,inform theownerandany
lien holdersof their right to reclaim themotorvehiclewithin thirty (30)
daysafter the dateof notice at the placewherebeing heldby thesalvor,
uponpaymentof all towingandstoragechargesresultingfrom placingthe
motorvehicle at the salvor’sfacility, and the fee requiredby subsection
(d) of this section,andstatethat thefailure of the owneror lien holder to
reclaimthe vehicle shallbe deemeda consentby the ownerandall lien
holders to the destruction,sale or other disposition of the abandoned
motorvehicle.Thesecretaryor his designeeshall, after the expirationof
thirty (30) days from the dateof notice sent by certified mail to the
registeredowner and all lien holders of record and upon receipt of a
written statementfrom the salvor that the abandonedmotorvehicle has
notbeenreclaimedby theowneror lien holderwithin said thirty (30) day
period, authorize the salvor to dispose of the abandonedvehicle in
accordancewith the provisionsof this act.

Section4. Subsection(f) of section1222.3of the act is repealed.
Section 5. Section 1222.4, subsection (a) of section 1222.5 and

subsections(a) and (b) of section 1222.6of the act, addedJuly 31, 1968
(Act No. 263), are amendedto read:

Section1222.4. Dispositionof AbandonedMotor Vehicleswith Value.
[Except in cities of the secondclass,if] If an abandonedmotor vehicle
having valuehasnotbeenreclaimedasprovidedin section1222.3of this
act, the salvorshall sell theabandonedmotor vehicleat a public auction.
Thepurchaserof the motorvehicleshalltaketitle thereto,free andclear
of all liensandclaims of ownership,shall receivea salesreceiptfrom the
salvorandshallbeentitledto registerthevehicleandreceiveacertificate
of title. From the proceedsof the sale of suchabandonedmotorvehicle,
the salvorshallbe reimbursedfor the costsof towing, storage,notice and
publication costs and expensesof auction. Any remainder from the
proceedsof a saleshallbeheldfor the ownerof the vehicleor recordlien
holderfor sixty (60)daysfrom thedateof saleandshallthenbe deposited
with the department.

Section 1222.5. Disposalto Salvors.—(a)[Exceptin cities of the second
class,any] Any person, firm, corporationor unit of governmentupon
whose property or in whose possessionis found any abandonedmotor
vehicle, or any personbeing the owner of a motor vehicle whosetitle
certificateis faulty, lost or destroyed,mayapply to the policedepartment
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of thejurisdiction in which thevehicleis situatedfor authorityto transfer
the motorvehicle to a salvor.

Section1222.6. PaymentandReimbursement.—(a)[Exceptin citiesof
the secondclass,upon] Uponreceiptof evidencethatasalvorhasremoved
an abandonedmotorvehicleupontherequestof apolicedepartment,the
city, incorporatedtown, boroughor townshipfrom which saidvehiclewas
removedshallpay to the salvor fifteen dollars ($15.00) for the expenses
incurred in the removalandtowing of the abandonedvehide.

(b) The city [of the first class, second class A or third classJ,
incorporated town, borough or township shall be reimbursed by the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain the amountof ten dollars ($10.00) upon
proofsubmittedto thesecretarythat it haspaid a salvorfor theremovalof any
abandonedmotor vehicle.

Section 6. This act shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The 15th day of January,A. 1). 1970.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

The foregoingis atrue andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 195.

Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


