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Concerningnursinghomes;providing for the licensingof personschargedwith
the generaladministrationof suchhomes;prescribingthepowersanddutiesof
the StateBoardof Examinersof Nursing HomeAdministrators;fixing feesand
making certainacts unlawful.

The GeneralAssembly of theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. ShortTitle.—This act shall be known and may be cited as
the “Nursing Home AdministratorsLicenseAct.”

Section 2. Definitions.—Asusedin this act:
(1) “Board” meansthe State Board of Examinersof Nursing Home

Administrators,adepartmentaladministrativeboardin theDepartmentof
State.

(2) “Nursing home administrator” means any individual who is
chargedwith thegeneraladministrationof anursinghomewhetheror not
suchindividual has an ownershipinterest in suchhomeandwhetheror
nothis functionsanddutiesaresharedwith oneor moreotherindividuals.

(3) “Nursing home”meansanyinstitutionor facility in which nursing
careandrelatedmedicalor otherhealthservicesareprovidedfor aperiod
exceedingtwenty-four hours, for two or more individuals, who are not
relativesof the administratorwho arenot acutely ill and not in needof
hospitalization, but who, because of age, illness, disease, injury,
convalescenceor physicalor medical infirmity needsuch care.

(4’i “Examiner” meansa memberof the board.
(5) “Secretary”meansthe secretaryof the board.
(6) “Provisionallicense” is a temporarylicenseissuedto aprovisional

nursinghome administrator.
(7) “Provisional nursing home administrator” meansan individual

who has beenlicensedas such.
(8) “Practice of nursing home administration” meansthe planning,

organizing,directingandcontrol of the operationof anursinghome.
Section3. AdministratorLicenseRequired.—(a)AfterJuly 1, 1970,no

personshallpracticenursinghome administrationor useany title, sign,
card or device to indicatethat he is anursinghomeadministrator,unless
such personshall havebeenduly licensedand registeredas a nursing
home administrator or licensed as a provisional nursing home
administrator.After July 1, 1970,no nursing home shall operatein the
State unlessit is under the supervisionof a nursinghome administrator
licensedin the mannerprovidedin this act.

(b) A nursinghomeof twenty-fivebedsor lessmaysharethe services
of an administratorwho is readily availableat all times, and who can
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devotesufficient time to supervisethe standardsof the nursing home.
Section 4. Functions and Duties of the Board.—(a) It shall be the

function andduty of the board:
(1) To develop,impose,andenforcestandardswhich shallbemet by

individuals in order to receivea licenseasanursinghomeadministrator,
which standards shall be designed to insure that nursing home
administratorswill be individuals who are of good characterand are
otherwisesuitable,andwho,by trainingor experience,which mayinclude
arequirementfor supervisedexperienceprior to licensure,in the field of
institutional administration, are qualified to serve as nursing home
administrators.

(2) To develop and apply appropriate techniques, including
examinationsand investigations,for determiningwhether an individual
meetssuchstandards.

(3) To issuelicensesandregistrationsto individualsdetermined,after
applicationof such techniques,to meet such standards,and revoke or
suspendlicensesor registrationspreviouslyissuedby theboardin anycase
where the individual holding any such license or registration is
determined to have failed to conform to the requirementsof such
standards.

(4) To establish and carry Out proceduresdesignedto insure that
individuals licensed as nursing home administratorswill, during any
period that they serveas such,comply with the requirementsof such
standards.

(5) To receive,investigate,andtake appropriateaction with respect
to, any chargeor complaint filed with the board to the effect that any
individual licensedas a nursinghomeadministratorhasfailed to comply
with the requirementsof suchstandards.

(6) To conduct in cooperationwith the appropriateState agency
having facility approvalor licensureresponsibilitya continuingstudy of
nursinghomesandadministratorsof nursinghomeswithin the Statewith
aview to the improvementof the standardsimposedfor the licensingof
suchadministratorsandof proceduresandmethodsfor the enforcement
of such standardswith respectto administratorsof nursing homeswho
havebeenlicensedas such.

(b) The board or any committeeor memberthereof,acting in an
official capacity,shallhavethe authority to issuesubpoenas,compelthe
attendarreeof witnesses,administeroathsandtaketestimonyconcerning
all matterswithin the jurisdiction of the board.Such boardshall not be
boundby thestrict rulesof evidencein theconductof its proceedingsbut
anydeterminationsmadeshallbefoundeduponsufficient legalevidence
to sustainthem.The right of appealfrom decisionsof the boardshallbe
in accordancewith the provisionsof the act of June4, 1945 (P.L.1388),
known as the “Administrative Agency Law.”

(c) The board shall also have the authority to make rules and
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regulations,not inconsistentwith law, as maybe necessaryfor theproper
performanceof its duties, and to take such other actions as may be
necessarytoenabletheCommonwealthtomeettherequirementssetforth
in appropriateFederallaw, andotherpertinentFederalauthority.

Section 5. Advisory Council.—(a)There may be an advisory council
appointedby the boardto beknown as the NursingHomeAdministrator
Advisory Council,hereinaftercalledtheadvisorycouncil,consistingof ten
members.Six membersshallbenursinghomeadministrators.At leastone
of the nursing home administratormembersshall be an administrator
representing a proprietary nursing home, at least one shall be an
administratorrepresentinga nonprofit voluntary nursinghome, at least
oneshallbe anadministratorrepresentinga governmentfacility which is
a nursinghome.The remainingmembersof the advisorycouncil shallbe
an educatorfrom an institution of higher learningengagedin teaching
health institutional administration, a clergyman, a physician and a.
registerednurse,both with ademonstratedinterestin long-termcare.The
nursinghomeadministratorswho areinitially appointedasmembersneed
not be licensedbutshallberequiredonly to possessthequalificationsand
be eligible for licensure.-

The termof eachmemberof suchadvisorycouncil shallbethreeyears,
or until a successoris appointedandhasqualified, andvacanciesshallbe
filled tor the unexpiredterm only. Of themembersfirst appointed,three
shallbe appointedfor a termof oneyear,threeshallbe appointedfor a
term of two years,andthreeshallbe appointedfor a term of threeyears.

The board may remove any member of the advisory council for
misconduct, incapacity, incompetenceor neglect of duty after such
memberof the councilshall havebeengiven awritten statementof the
chargesand an opportunityto be heardthereon.

(b) The advisory council shall elect annually from its members,a
chairmanandvice-chairmanandfor thepurposeof transactingitsbusiness
shallmeetat leastonceeverythreemonths.Specialmeetingsmaybeheld
as frequentlyas its businessmay requireat thecall of the chairmanupon
the requestof a majority of the membersof the.council,or as requested
by the chairmanof theboard.A quorumof thecouncil shall consistof not
less than five members.

Membersof the advisory council shall receiveno compensation,but
eachshall be entitled to receive his reasojiableexpensesactually and
necessarilyincurred in the performanceof his duties.

The secretaryof theboard shall serveassecretaryto the council, but
shall not be a member of the council and shall receive no extra
compensationtherefor.

(c), The board may request fhe advisory council, and upon such
request,the advisory councilshall, or upon its own initiative the advisory
council may:

(1) Considerany mattersrelating to the practiceof nursing home.
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administrationincluding any matterpertainingto the administrationand
enforcementof this act and advisethe boardthereon.

(2) Delegateonememberof thecouncil to attendasan observerany
formal disciplinary hearingsand subsequentproceedingsinvolving an
allegedviolation of this act. Thecouncilshallnotdelegateamemberwho
is engagedasanursinghomeadministratorin the samecountyin which
the respondentnursinghome administratorlicenseeis engaged.

(d) The advisorycouncil shall have no executive,administrative,or
appointive powersor duties.

Section 6. Qualifications for Admission to Examination.—(a)The
board shall admit to examination for licensure as a nursing home
administratorany candidatewho pays a fee of ten dollars ($10) and
submitsevidenceofgoodmoralcharacterandsuitabilityprescribedby the
board,and,thathe is at leasttwenty-oneyearsold, a citizenof the United
States,or that hehasduly declaredhis intention of becomingacitizenof
the United States,and that he has completed preliminary education
satisfactoryto the board.

(b) On and after July 1, 1970 no applicant for licenseas a nursing
homeadministratorshallbeadmittedto thelicensingexamination,nor be
entitled to or be granteda licenseasa nursinghomeadministratorunless
he shall submit written evidence,on forms providedfor suchpurposeby
the board,that he has graduatedfrom a high schoolor secondaryschool
approvedand recognizedby the educationalauthoritiesof the state in
which such school is located, or a political division thereof, or has
submitteda certificate indicating that he has obtainedhigh school or
secondaryschool equivalency,such certificatebeing duly certified by a
stateeducationalauthorityor apolitical division thereof,andthat he has
compliedwith the provisionsof subsection(d) of this section.

(c) On andafterJanuary1, 1977 no applicantfor licenseas a nursing
homeadministratorshallbe admittedto thelicensingexamination,norbe
entitledto or be granteda licenseas anursinghomeadministratorunless
he shall submitwritten evidence,on forms providedfor suchpurposeby
theboardthathe hassuccessfullycompletedtwo years’collegelevelstudy
after secondary school study in an accredited institution of higher
learning, andthat he hascomplied with the provisionsof subsection(d)
of this section.

(d) On andafterJuly 1, 1970, eachapplicantwho hasnot completed
a regularcourseof studyor programin anaccreditedinstitution of higher
learning, which courseof studyor programshallhavebeenapprovedby
the board as being adequateacademicpreparationfor nursing home
administration,shallin addition~omeetingtherequirementsof subsection
(a) of this section,submit evidencesatisfactoryto the boardthat he has
attendedspecializedcoursesor a programof study in an arearelevantto
nursinghome administration,asrequiredby the rulesandregulationsof
the board.
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(e) A candidatewho appliesfor examinationunder andpursuantto
subsection(c) of this section, in lieu of the educationalrequirements
providedfor therein,may submitevidencesatisfactoryto the board that
he has obtained one year of practical experiencein nursing home
administrationor in relatedhealthfacility administrationfor eachyearof
requiredpost-highschoolor post-secondaryschooleducation.

Section 7. Examjnations,—Theboardshalldeterminethe subjectsof
examinationfor applicantsfor licensureasnursinghomeadministrators,
and the scope,content and format of such examinationswhich in any
examinationshall be the samefor all candidates.The examinationsshall
includeexaminationof theapplicantto demonstratehisproficiencyin the
rulesandregulationsof health andsafety.

Examinationsshallbe held at leastfour timesfor the first year andat
leasttwo timeseachyearthereafter,at suchtimesand placesastheboard
shalldesignate.

Section8. Licenses.—(a)An applicantfor a licenseas a nursinghome
administratorwho has (i) successfullycompliedwith the requirementsof
section 6 and the standardsprovided for therein; and (ii) passedthe
examinationprovidedfor in section7, shallbe issueda licenseon a form
providedfor thatpurposeby the board,certifying that the applicanthas
met the requirementsof the laws, rulesand regulationsentitling him to
serve,act, practice and otherwisehold himself out as a duly licensed
nursinghomeadministrator.

(b) The board may issue a provisional license to any individual
applyingthereforwho (i) hasservedasanursinghomeadministratoror in
an administrativeposition in a relatedhealth facility during all of the
calendaryear immediately precedingJuly 1, 1970 and (ii) meetsthe
standardsof theboardandof thisactrelatingto goodcharacter,suitability,
age,andcitizenship,

A provisionallicenseshallterminateafter two yearsor at midnight,June
30, 1972,’whicheveris earlier, andshallbe cancelledandbe of no legal
force or effect thereafter.If, prior to the expiration of such provisional
license,the provisional nursing homeadministratorshall havepasseda
qualifying examination as required by the board, a nursing home
administratçrlicenseshallbe issuedto him.

A provisional license or extensionthereof may not be issued to any
personafter June30, 1972.

(c) Any licenseissuedby theboardunderor pursuantto theprovisions
of this sectionshall be under the hand and seal of the secretaryof the
board.

(d) If the board issuesa provisional licenseto any individual, there
shallbeprovidedin the Commonwealthduring all of theperiod for which
such provisional license remains in effect a program of training and
instructiondesignedto enableall provisionalnursinghomeadministrators
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to attain the qualifications necessaryfor licensure as a nursing home
administrator.

(e) If the board finds that programs of training and instruction
conductedwithin the Commonwealthare not sufficient in numberor
content to enable nursing home administratorsto meet requirements
establishedpursuantto this act, it may thstituteand conductor arrange
with others to conduct one or more such programs, and shall make
provision for their accessibilityto residentsof this Commonwealth.The
board may approve programs conducted within and without this
Commonwealthassufficientto meeteducationandtraining requirements
establishedpursuantto thisact. Forpurposesof this subsection,theboard
shall havethe authority to receiveand disburseFederalfunds received
pursuantto section 1908 (e) (1) of the Social SecurityAct.

Section 9. Registration.—(a)Every individual who holds a valid
license as a nursing home administrator issued by the board under
subsection(a) of section 8 shall immediately upon issuancethereofbe
deemed registered with the board and be issued a certificate of
registration.Thereafter,such individual shallbiennially be required to
apply to theboardfor anewcertificateof registrationandreportanyfacts
requestedby the boardon forms providedfor suchpurpose.

(b) Upon making an applicationfor a new certificate of registration
suchindividual shallpayabiennialregistrationfeeof twentydollars ($20),
and,at the sametime shallsubmitevidencesatisfactoryto the boardthat
during the biennial period immediately precedingsuch application for
registrationhe has attendeda board approvedcontinuation education
programor courseof studyof not less than twenty-four hoursasprovided
in the rules andregulationsof the board.

(c) Upon receiptof suchapplication for registration,the registration
fee andthe evidencerequiredwith respectto continuing education,the
board shall issue a certificate of registration to such nursing home
administrator.

(d) The licenseof a nursinghomeadministratorwho fails to comply
with the provisionsof this section,andwho continuesto actasa nursing
homeadministrator,maybesuspendedor revokedby theboard.Theright
of appealfrom the decisionof the boardshallbe in accordancewith the
act of June 4, 1945 (P.L1388), known as the “Administrative Agency
Law.”

(e) A nursing home administratorwho has beenduly licensedand
registeredin this Commonwealthwhose license shall not have been
revokedor suspended,andwhoseregistrationhasexpiredbecauseheshall
havetemporarilyabandonedthepracticeof nursinghomeadministration,
or shallhaveremovedfrom theCommonwealth,or for suchotherreason,
may register within the Commonwealth upon complying with the
provisionsof this sectionfor registration,andalso,filing with theboardhis
affidavit of suchfacts.

(f) Only an individual who hasqualified asa licensedand registered
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nursing home administrator,and who holds a valid current registration
certificate pursuant to the provisions of this section for th~current
biennialregistrationperiod,shallhavetheright andtheprivilege of using
thetitle “Nursing HomeAdministrator,”andhavethe right andprivilege
of usingthe abbreviation“N.H.A.” after his name.No otherpersonshall
useor shallbe designatedby suchtitle or suchabbreviationor any other
words,letters,sign,cardor devicetendingto, or intendedto indicatethat
suchpersonis a licensedandregisterednursing home administrator.

(g) Theboardshallmaintaina registerof all applicationsfor licensing
andregistrationof nursinghomeadministrators,which registershallshow:
the place or residence,nameand ageof eachapplicant; the name and
addressof employeror businessconnectionof eachapplicant;the dateof
application; complete information of educational and experience
qualifications; the action taken by the board; the serial numberof the
licenseandof registrationcertificatesissuedto the applicant;the dateon
which theboardreviewedandactedupon theapplication;andsuchother
pertinentinformation as may be deemednecessary.

Section 10. Reciprocity.—Theboard,in its discretion,andotherwise
subject to the provisionsof this act andthe rules and regulationsof the
boardpromulgatedthereunderprescribingihequalificationsfor anursing
home administratorlicense,may endorsea nursing home administrator
licenseissuedby the properauthoritiesof anyotherstate,upon payment
of a fee of two dollars ($2) andupon submissionof evidencesatisfactory
to theboard(i) that suchotherstatemaintaineda systemandstandardof
qualificationsand examinationsfor a nursinghome administratorlicense
which were equivalentto thoserequired in this State at the time such
other licensewasissuedby suchotherstate,and(ii) that suchotherstate
gives similar recognitionandendorsementto nursinghomeadministrator
licensesof this Commonwealth.

Section 11. Penalties.—Whoever(i) sells or fraudulently obtainsor
furnishesany nursinghomeadministratorlicenseor aidsor abetstherein,
or (ii) practicesasanursinghomeadministratorundercoverofany license
or registrationillegally or fraudulentlyobtainedor unlawfully issued,or
(iii) practicesas a nursinghomeadministratoror usesin connectionwith
his name any designationtending to imply that he is a nursing home
administratorunlessduly licensedandregisteredto sopracticeunderthe
provisionsof this act, or (iv) practicesas a nu’rsing home administrator
during the time his licenseor registrationissuedunder the provisionsof
this actshallbe suspendedor revoked,or (v) otherwiseviolatesanyof the
provisions of this act shall, upon conviction thereof in a summary
proceedingbe sentencedto pay a fine of not more than two hundred
dollars ($200) or to imprisonmentfor not morethan thirty days,or both.

Section 12. Disciplinary Proceedings.—(a)The license and/or
registrationof anypersonpracticingor offering to practicenursinghome
administration,or the licenseofa provisional nursinghomeadministrator,
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may be revokedor suspended,or such licenseemay be reprimanded,
censuredor otherwisedisciplined in accordancewith the provisionsof
this sectionupon decisionand after duehearingin any of the following
cases:

(1) Upon proof thatsuchlicenseeis unfit or incompetentby reasonof
negligence,habitsor othercauses.

(2) Upon proof that suchlicenseehaswilfully or repeatedlyviolated
any of the provisions of this act or the rules enacted in accordance
therewith, or wilfully or repeatedlyactedin a mannerinconsistentwith
the health and safety of the patients of the home in which he is the
administrator.

(3) Upon proof that such licenseeis guilty of fraud or deceit in the
practice of nursing home administrationor in his admission to such
practice.

(4) Upon proof that suchlicenseehasbeenconvictedin a court of
competentjurisdiction, eitherwithin or without this Commonwealth,of a
felony.

(b) The membersof the board shall have jurisdiction to hear all
chargesbrought under the provisions of this section against persons
licensedand registeredas nursing home administratorsor licensedas
provisional nursing home administrators,and upon such hearingsshall
determinesuchchargesupon their merits. If the boarddeterminesthat
such person is guilty of the charges,the board may revoke his or her
licenseor registration,suspendhim or her from practice,or reprimand,
censureor otherwisedisciplinesuchlicensee.

(c) Proceedingsunderthis sectionshallbe begunby filing with the
boardchargesin writing and underoath.The chargesmay be preferred
by anypersonor by theboard.Thereuponthechairmanof theboardshall
designatethreeor moremembersthereofas a hearingcommitteeto hear
the chargesand to report to the boardthereon.

(d) At the hearingthe licenseeshallhavethe right to appeareither
personallyor by counsel,or both, to producewitnessesandevidenceon
his own behalf, to cross-examinewitnessesandto havesubpoenasissued
in hisbehalfby thehearingcommittee.Thehearingcommitteeshallmake
awritten reportto theboardof thefindings andrecommendationswhich
shallbe consideredby the board in arriving at its determination.

(e) Members of the hearing committee shall qxercise any of the
powerssetforth in subsection(b) of section4 ~asmaybe necessaryfor the
properconductof the hearing.

(f) Appeals shall be in accordancewith the act of June 4, 1945
(P.L1388), known as the “Administrative Agency Law.”

Section 13. Restorationof Licensesand/br Registrations.—(a)The
board may, in its discretion,reissuea licenseand/or registrationto any
personwhoselirense and/or registrationhas‘been revoked except that
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thereshallbe immediatereissuanceof licensewhenan appealhasbeen
upheld.

(b) Applicationfor thereissuanceof alicenseand/orregistrationshall
be madein such manneras the boardmay direct.

(c) If apersonconvictedof a felony or crimedeemedto be a felony
is subsequentlypardonedby the Governor of the state where such
conviction was had or by the Presidentof the United States, or shall
receivea certificate of good conductgrantedby the Boardof Probation
andParole,theboardmay, in its discretion,on applicationof suchperson
andon the submissionof evidencesatisfactoryto theboard,restoreto such
personthe nursing homeadministrator’slicenseand/orregistration.

Section 14. Temporary Permits.—(a) In the event of unusual
circumstancesaffecting the administrationof a nursing home, such as
death or disability of the licensedadministrator, his resignation or
dismissal,or othervalid reasonsasdeterminedby the board, the board
may, in its discretion,issue without examinationa temporarypermit as
nursing home administratorto an applicantwho provides proof under
oath,on formsprescribedby theboard,thathe(i) meetsthecriteriaof age,
citizenship and good moral characterandsuitability as provided in this
act; (ii) hasbeennominatedto be the nursinghomeadministratorin this
oneparticularfacility which shallbe identifiedon his application;and(iii)
paystheapplicationandlicensefeessetby theboardasarequirementfor
temporarypermits.

(b) A temporarypermit shallentitle the holder to serveasa nursing
home administrator only in the particular facility indicated on his
application,andshallbevalid for aperiodasdeterminedby theboard,not
to exceedoneyearfrom thedateof issuance,and shallnot thereafterbe
renewedor continued.

(c) Public notice shallbe given by the board of the issuanceof all
temporarypermits.

Section 15. Appropriation.—The sum of eight thousand dollars
($8,000)or somuch thereofas maybe necessary,is herebyappropriated
to defray the expensesof the board, including personal services, its
operationandmaintenancein carryingout the provisionsof this act.

Section 16. Effective Date.—Thisact shall take effect immediately.
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APPROVED—The 22nd day of June,A. D. 1970.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

Theforegoingis atrueandcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 122.

Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


