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No. 162

AN ACT

SB 1148

Amending the act of July 31, 1968 (Act No. 240), entitled “An act relating to
Commonwealth documents;providing for the printing and distribution of
administrative regulations;regulating the adoption, publication, codification
and effectivenessof regulations,statementsof policy, and certain other
Commonwealthdocuments;creatingtheJoint Committeeon Documentsand
prescribing its powers and duties; providing penalties, and making
appropriationsandrepeals,”providing for thepublicationof homerulecharters
andamendmentsandrepealsthereof,furtherproviding for appealsfrom certain
actionsof the Departmentof Justice,conferringadditional powersand duties
on theJoint Committee on Documentsandeliminating obsoleteprovisions.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Clause(9) of section102 andsections205, 206, 302 and
405, act of July 31, 1968 (Act Na 240), known as the “Commonwealth
DocumentsLaw,” are amendedto read:

Section 102. Definitions.—Thefollowing words andterms shallhave
the following meanings,unlessthe context clearly indicatesotherwise:

(9) “Document” meansanyproclamation,executiveorder, executive
directive or similar instrumentpromulgatedby the Governor, and any
otherorder,regulation,rule, statementof policy, adjudication,certificate,
license, permit, notice or similar instrument issued, prescribed or
promulgatedby or underthe authority of this Commonwealth.The term
shall alsoincludeany homerule charterheretoforeorhereafteradopted
by theelectorsof any part of this Commonwealth.

Section 205. Approval as to Legality.—All administrativeregulations
and changesthereinshall be approvedas to legality by the Department
of Justice before they are depositedwith the Legislative Reference
Bureaupursuantto section207. In the eventthe Departmentof Justice
shallrule illegal all or anypartof anyadministrativeregulationsor changes
therein,adoptedby an agencywhich isby law independentof the policy
supervisionandcontrol of theGovernor,andsuchagencyor partybefore
suchagencysupportingsuchregulationsor changesthereinshalldisagree
with the ruling of the Departmentof Justice,suchagencyor suchparty
may appealfrom the determinationof the departmentto the [Superior]
CommonwealthCourt, whereuponthecourt shalldirect the department
to approvethosepartsof theadministrativeregulationsor changestherein
ruledillegal which thecourtfindsto be legal.[Either thedepartmentor the
agencyor otherpartymay appealthe decisionof the SuperiorCourt to the
SupremeCourt,in themannerprovidedby law,] In all othercasesthedecision
of theDepartmentof Justiceshallbefinal andshall notbe subjectto any form
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of judicial review at the instanceof the agency,or any supportingparty, but
nothingin this sectionshall affect the right of any personadverselyaffected
by a regulationor changetherein to obtain a determinationof the validity
thereofin any appropriateproceeding.

Section206. Formatof RegulationsandOtherDocuments.—Theagency
text of all regulationsand other documents,required or authorizedto be
depositedwith the LegislativeReferenceBureauby this act shall be prepared
in such form andformat as may be prescribedby regulationspromulgatedby
the joint committee.Such regulationsshall require thatevery administrative
regulationor changethereinindicateexpresslythestatutoryor otherauthority
under which it is promulgated.[Pending the promulgation of such regulations,
all administrativeregulations shall be prepared in the manner prescribedby
Executive Directive No. 29, issued October 3, 1963.]

Section 302. Contents of Official Codification.—Except as otherwise
provided by regulationspromulgatedby the joint committee, the following
documentsshall be codified in the code:

(1) All proclamationsand executive ordersof the Governor which are
generalandpermanentin nature.

(2) All administrativeand other regulations.
(3) All statementsof policy which are generalandpermanentin nature.
(4) All documentsor classesof documentsrequiredto be codified in the

codeby actof Assembly.
(5) All rules of the Supremeand Superior Courts of Pennsylvania,

including rules relatingto practiceand procedurein the lower courtsof this
Commonwealth.

(6) All local rules of the Court of CommonPleas of Dauphin County
applicablein Commonwealthcases.

(7) Any otherjudicial documentor classof documentswhich the Chief
Justiceof Pennsylvaniafinds to be generaland permanentin nature.

(8) All homerule chartersadoptedbytheelectorsofanypartofthis
Commonwealth.

(9) Any otherdocumentor classof documentswhich the Governor,
thejoint committeeor the Director of the Legislative ReferenceBureau
finds to be generaland permanentin nature.

Section 405. Additional Contentsof Temporary Supplements.—(a)
Except as otherwiseprovided by regulationspromulgatedby the joint
committee the following documents,if not otherwise required to be
publishedby this act, shallbe publishedin the bulletin:

(1) All proclamationsandexecutiveordersof the Governor, except
suchashaveno generalapplicability andlegal effect orareeffectiveonly
againstCommonwealthagenciesor personsin their capacity asofficers,
agentsor employesthereof.

(2) All agency notices directed to the public with respect to
proceedingsconductedunder any act of Assembly the expenseof the
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administrationof which is by law assesseddirectly against the classof
personsregulatedor supervisedthereunder.

(3) All agencydocumentswhich are requiredby law to be published,
or theexpenseof publicationof which is speciallyassumedby the agency
filing suchdocument.

(4) Any legislative document filed with the Legislative Reference
Bureaupursuantto a resolutionadoptedby either Houseof the General
Assembly.

(5) Any judicial document filed with the Legislative Reference
Bureauby the ChiefJusticeof Pennsylvania.

(6) Any other documentor classof documentsv~hichthe Governor,
thejoint committeeor the Director of the Legislative ReferenceBureau
may require or authorizeto be publishedin the bulletin.

~b) Wheneverthejoint committeefinds, after notice to the agency
affectedand opportunityfor hearing, that public notice ofany agency
actionor proceedingorclassofactionsorproceedingsisrequired bydue
processof law, or in the discretion of the joint committee should
otherwisebegivenfor theinformationofthepublic, thejoint committee
mayby regulation require theagencyto prepareanddepositunder this
actnoticeofeachsuch action orproceedingatsuch time andcontaining
in eachcasesuch information asthe regulationsof thejoint committee
mayrequire. Ifan agencyfails to deposita notice required pursuant to
this subsectiontheaction of the agencyor the resultsof the proceeding
shall not be valid for any purpose.

Section 2. The act is amendedby addinga new section to read:
Section 414. Home Rule Charter Documents.—At least ten days

prior to the election at which the electors of any part of this
Gomnmonwealth vote upon the question of adopting, amending or
repealingany homerule charter, the electionofficials responsiblefor
thequestionshall deposita certifiedcopyof thefull text of such home
rule charter or amendmentor repealin theDepartmentof Gommunity
Affairs. Immediatelyfollowing thefinal certification of the return of
the votescast on thequestionof the adoption,amendmentor repealof
a homerule charter theelectionofficials shall transmita certified copy
of such return to the Departmentof Community Affairs. If the home
rule charter, amendmentor repeal is approved by the electors, the
Departmentof Coinmunily Affairs shall, within ten daysafter receipt
of thefinal cerh:flcation of the electionofficials to that effect, certify
twoduplicateoriginal copiesof thefull textof theapprovedhomerule
charter,amendmentor repealanddepositsuchcertified copies with the
LegislativeReferenceBureau.Notwithstandingsection501, the textof
anyhomerule charter,amendmentor repeal,aspublishedasprovided
in fhisArticlelV, shallfrom thedateofsuch publication beprimafade
evidenceof the text approvedby theelectors.

Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately.
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APPRoVED—The9th day of July, A. D. 1970.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

The foregoing is a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 162.

Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


