
748 Act No. 242 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

No. 242

AN ACT

HB 1297

Amendingthe act of May 31, 1945 (P.L.1198),entitled “An act providing for the
conservationandimprovementof landaffectedin connectionwith themining
of bituminouscoalby theopenpit miningmethod;regulatingsuchmining; and
providing penalties,” further regulating planting after operation has been
backfilled.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 11, act of May 31, 1945 (P.L.1198),known as the
“Bituminous Coal Open Pit Mining Conservation Act,” reenacted
December10, 1968 (Act No. 370), is amendedto read:

Section11. Within oneyearafter theoperationhasbeenbackfilled in
compliancewith theplan earliersubmitted,the operatorshallplant trees,
[shrubsor] grasses,orgrassesand treesorgrassesandshrubsupontheland
affectedby openpit mining: Provided,however,That the operatorshall
berelievedfrom theobligation to plant trees,[shrubsor] grasses,orgrasses
and trees or grassesand shrubsrequired by this section if the Land
ReclamationBoardshall find asa fact thatsuchplantingis notreasonable,
practicableor likely to succeed,or if the Land ReclamationBoard,upon
applicationby the landowner,approvesthe useof theland for a purpose
other thanthe growingof trees,[shrubsor] grasses,orgrassesand treesor
grassesandshrubs,or if theoperator,in lieu of plantingtrees,[shrubsor]
grasses,or grassesand trees or grassesand shrubs, shall pay to the
Secretaryof Mines and Mineral Industries[one hundreddollars ($100.00)]
one hundredfifty dollars ($15O.OO)peracreof land affectedby openpit
mining. Fundsreceivedby the secretaryin lieu of suchplantingshallbe
paidby himinto theBituminousCoalOpenPit Mining ReclamationFund
and usedby him as hereinafterprescribedfor the use of funds derived
from the forfeiture loP bonds. When deemed necessary,the Land
ReclamationBoard mayextendtheperiod 2 for plantingtrees,[shrubsor]
grasses,or grassesand treesor grassesandshrubs,beyondthe limitations
of the periodof time providedin this act. Suchplantingshallbe donein
accordancewith aplanor procedureprescribedby the Land Reclamation
Board. The trees, shrubs or grassesshall become the property of the
landowner,unlessthe operatorandthe landowneragreeotherwise.The
operatorshallplant only seeds,plantsor seedlingssecuredfrom a source
approvedby the Land ReclamationBoard.

Section2. Thisact shall take effect immediately.
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APPROVED—The25th day of November,A. D. 1970.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

The foregoingis a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 242.

Secretaryof the Commonwealth,


