
SESSION OF 1970. Act No. 254 769

No. 254

AN ACT

SB 1335

Authorizing theuseof identification devicesby personswith certainafflictions or
conditions; imposing duties on law enforcement officers and prescribing
penalties.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Any personwho suffersfrom epilepsy,diabetes,acardiac
condition,or any other type of illnesswhich causestemporaryblackouts,
semi-conscious periods, or complete unconsciousness, is hereby
authorizedto wear an identification braceletor metal tag or carry an
identification card with the person’sname, type of illness, physician’s
nameandmedicationrequired,engraved,stamped,or imprintedthereon.

Section2. It shallbe the duty of all law enforcementofficers in this
Stateto makea diligent effort to determineif any personthey may find
in asemi-consciousor unconsciousconditionis an epilepticor diabeticor
apersonwho is sufferingfrom anyothertypeof illnesswhich would cause
semi-consciousnessor unconsciousness,before such person may be
chargedwith a crime. If anylaw enforcementofficer shalldeterminethat
sucha personis actually suffering from an affliction which would cause
semi-consciousnessor unconsciousness,it shallbe his duty to notify such
person’sphysician immediately or to have such person immediately
transportedto a physician or to some facility where the servicesof a
physicianareavailable.

Section 3. Any personwho wilfully and knowingly falsifies such
identification or deliberately misrepresentssuch an illness as causes
blackouts, unconsciousness,or semi-consciousperiods as described in
section 1, shallbe guilty of amisdemeanor,andupon conviction thereof
shallbe sentencedto pay a fine of not more than one thousanddollars
($1,000)or to undergoimprisonmentfor not morethanoneyear,or both.

Section4. This act shall takeeffect in ten days.

APPR0VED—The25thday of November,A. D. 1970.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

Theforegoingis a trueandcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 254.

Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


