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No. 154

AN ACT

SB 172

Amendingthe act of June24, 1939 (P.L.872),entitled “An act to consolidate,
amend and revise the penal laws of the Commonwealth,”changingthe
penaltiesfor making, drawing, uttering or delivering worthlesschecks and
drafts in certaincases.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section854, actof June24, 1939 (P.L.872),known as “The
PenalCode,” is amendedto read:

Section854. WorthlessChecksandDrafts.—Whoever,with intent to
defraud,makes,draws,uttersor deliversanycheck,draft, or order for the
paymentof money,upon anybank,bankinginstitution, trust company,or
otherdepository,knowing, at the timeof suchmaking,drawing,uttering,
or delivering, that the maker or drawer has not sufficient funds in, or
credit with, such bank, banking institution, trust company, or other
depository, for the payment of such check, although no express
representationis made in reference thereto, shall, upon summary
conviction thereof, if theamountof such check,draft or order doesnot
exceedtwo hundreddollars ($200)besentencedto paya fine ofnotmore
than three hundreddollars ($300),or to undergoimprisonmentfor not
morethan three(3) months,orboth, or if theamountofsuchcheck,draft
or order exceedstwo hundred dollars ($200), then such personis guilty
of a misdemeanor,andupon conviction thereof,shallbe imprisonednot
exceedingtwo (2) years, or fined not exceedingone thousanddollars
($1,000),or both.

In any prosecutionunderthis section,themaking,drawing,utteringor
delivering of acheck,draft, or order,paymentof which is refusedby the
draweebecauseof lack of funds or credit, shallbe prima facie evidence
of intent to defraudand of knowledgeof insufficient funds in, or credit
with, suchbank,bankinginstitution, trust company,or otherdepository,
unless such maker or drawer shall have paid the drawee thereof the
amountdue thereon,togetherwith interestand protest fees,within ten
(10) daysafter receiving notice that suchcheck,draft, or order hasnot
beenpaid to the drawee.

The word “credit,” asusedin this section,shallbe construedto mean
any arrangementor understandingwith the bank, banking institution,
trust company,or otherdepository,for the paymentof suchcheck,draft,
or order.
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APPROVED—The1st dayof December,A. D. 1971.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoing is a true and correctcopyof Act of the GeneralAssembly

No. 154.

c~.
Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


