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No. 181

AN ACT

SB 790

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30), entitled “An act relating to the
public schoolsystem,includingcertainprovisionsapplicableaswell to private
andparochialschools;amending,revising,consolidatingandchangingthelaws
relating thereto,” changingthe provisionsrelating to terms of those filling
vacancieson certainboardsof school directors.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 315, act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30), knownas the
“Public School Code of 1949,” amendedJuly 27, 1953 (P.L.616), is
amendedto read:

Section315. Filling of Vacancies.—Incaseany vacancyshalloccurin
anyboardof schooldirectorsby reasonof death,resignation,removalfrom
the district, or otherwise,suchvacancyshall, in a schooldistrict of thefirst
classor of the first classA, be filled for the unexpiredterm by the court
of commonpleasof thecountyin which suchschooldistrictis situated;and
in a school district of the second,third, or fourth classes,the remaining
membersof the boardof schooldirectorsshall, by a majorityvote thereof,
fill such vacancywithin thirty (30) days thereafter.In a district of the
second,third, or fourth class,the personselectedto fill suchvacancyshall
hold his office, [for the remainder of the unexpired term.] if theterm thereof
so long continues, until thefirst Monday of Decemberafter thefirst
municipal election occurring more than sixty (60) days after his
appointment.At suchelection an eligible personshall beelectedfor the
remainderof theunexpiredterm. If, by reasonof a tie voteor otherwise,
suchvacancyshallnot havebeenfilled by the boardof school directors
within thirty (30) days after suchvacancyshall haveoccurred,the court
of commonpleasof the propercounty,upon the petition of ten or more
residenttaxpayers,shallfill suchvacancyby theappointmentof asuitable
person[for the unexpired term.] if the term of the vacant office so long
continues,until thefirst Monday of Decemberafter thefirst municipal
election occurring more than sixty (60) daysafter his appointment.At
suchelection an eligible personshall beelectedfor theremainder-ofthe
unexpired term. When any member of a board of school directors
heretoforeor hereafterenlists or is inducted into the military or naval
forcesof the United Statesin time of war, a temporaryvacancyshallbe
declared,which shallbe filled by theremainingmembersof the boardor
thecourt,asthecasemaybe,until thereturnof suchmemberof theboard
from the military or navalservice,or until the expirationof the term for
which he shallhavebeenelected,whichevershallbe the shorterperiod.

Section2. Section316 of the act, amendedJuly27, 1953 (P.L.616),is
amendedto read:
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Section 316. Vacanciesin Majority of Members.—Incasevacancies
occur wherebythe offices of a majority of the membersof any boardof
schooldirectors,otherthantheboardof schooldirectorsof a schooldistrict
of the first classor of the first classA becomesvacant,suchvacanciesshall
be filled by the courtof commonpleasof the county in which suchschool
district is situated.The personsselectedto fill such vacanciesshall hold
their offices,[for theunexpiredterms.]if thetermsthereofcontinueso long,
until thefirst Mondayin Decemberafter thefirst municipal election
occurring morethan sixty (60) daysafter their appointment,at which
election eligible personsshall be electedfor the remainder of the
respectiveunexpiredterm.

Section3. Section317of theact,amendedJanuary14, 1970(P.L.468),
is amendedto read:

Section 317. Vacanciesin All Members—If at any time vacancies
existor occurin themembershipof all themembersof anyboardof school
directorsin anyschooldistrict, other thana schooldistrict of thefirst class
or of the first classA, the courtof commonpleasof the county in which
suchdistrict, or thelargestpart in areathereof,is located,shall, after ten
(10) daysfrom thetime suchvacanciesexistor occur,appoint [a qualified
personto fill eachvacancyfor the remainderof the unexpiredterm.] a board
of properly qualified personswho shall serve, if the terms thereof
continueso long, until thefirst Monday in Decemberafter thefirst
municipal election occurring more than sixty (60) days after their
appointment; at which election a board of school directorsfor such
district shall be electedfor the remainderof the respectiveunexpired
term.Whenevera vacancyof the entiremembershipof aboardof school
directorsin any school district of the fourth classoccurs,the executive
director of the intermediateunit may enterand takefull chargeof and,
at theexpenseof the district, maintain the schoolsthereofin accordance
with the provisionsof the schoollaws of the Commonwealth,underthe
direction of the [Superintendentof Public Instruction,] Secretary of
Education,andmay continue in chargethereof until a boardof school
directorshasbeenappointedandhasqualified.
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APPROVED—The10thday of January,A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoingis a true andcorrect copyof Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 181.

i. t72~A~,
Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


