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No. 183

AN ACT

SB 940

Amendingthe act of April 29, 1959 (P.L.58),entitled “An actconsolidatingand
revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor Code, the Motor Vehicle Financial
ResponsibilityAct andotheractsrelating to the ownership,possessionanduse
of vehiclesand tractors,”revising certain definitions to includeMunicipality
Authorities,Port AuthoritiesandTransportationAuthorities establishedunder
thelaws of Pennsylvania;providing for authoritiesthe sameexemptionsfrom
certain provisions relating to school buses which carriers subject to the
PennsylvaniaPublic Utility Commissionpresentlyenjoy; and making safety
glassprovisionsapplicableto authorities.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The definitions of “Mass TransportationSystems.” and
“Motor Omnibus.”in section102,actof April 29, 1959 (P.L.58),known as
“The Vehicle Code,” the former addedDecember1, 1959(P.L.1626),are
amendedto read:

Section 102. Definitions.—The following words and phraseswhen
usedin this act shall, for the purposeof this act, have the following
meanings,respectively,except in those instanceswhere the context
clearly indicatesa different meaning:

“Mass TransportationSystems.“—Persons[subject to the jurisdiction]
holding a certificate o the PennsylvaniaPublic Utility Commissionand
Municipality Authorities, Port Authorities, and Transportation
Authorities established under the laws of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvaniathat transportpersonson scheduleover fixed routesand
derive over ninety (90) per cent of their intrastatescheduledrevenue
from scheduledoperationswithin the county in which they havetheir
principal placeof business,or countiescontiguousthereto.

“Motor Omnibus.“—Any motor vehicle operatedfor the carriageof
passengersfor hire by individuals, associations,copartnerships or
corporations, who or which were not engaged in the carriage of
passengersfor hireascommoncarriersprior to January1, 1914,andwho
or which arenot requiredunderthelawsof this Commonwealthto obtain
from the Public Utility Commission of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvaniaa certificate of public conveniencefor the carriage of
passengersfor hireor motorvehiclesof thebustype notoperatedfor the
carriageof passengersfor hire exceptashereinprovided. This definition
shallnot include or apply to any motor vehicleoperatedundercontract
with any school district, private school or parochial school of this
Commonwealthfor the transportationof school children or children
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betweentheir homesand Sundayschool;such motor vehiclesto come
within the definition of commercial motor vehicle or motor vehicle:
Provided, however, That this exclusion shall not apply to a motor
omnibus operatedby a Municipality Authority, Port Authority or
Transportation Authority.

Section 2. Section 609 of the act, amended December 9, 1969
(P.L.336),is amendedto read:

Section 609. Additional Examinationsfor School Bus Operators.—
After July 1, 1950, no personshall operatea school bus carrying school
childrenon the highwaysof this Commonwealthunlesshe (1) shallhave
satisfactorily passedan additional examinationfor school bus operators
within the precedingfive (5) years,to be given by the secretaryor such
agency as he may direct, establishinghis fitness and competency to
operatesuchschool buswith safetyandhis knowledgeof the laws and
regulationsrelatingto theoperationof schoolbuses;(2ear-ries-a-currently
valid schoolbusoperator’scertificateissuedby the secretarypursuantto
suchexamination;(3) hassatisfactorilypasseda physicalexamination-to-be
givenby thephysicianfor theschooldistrictby which he is employed;and
(4) carriesa certificateissuedby the examiningphysicianat the time of
examination indicating that he has passed the prescribed physical
examination,includinganexaminationof theeyes.Suchcertificateissued
by theexaminingphysicianshallbe valid for aperiodof one(1) year from
the dateof its issuance.The provisionsof this sectionshall not apply to
operatorsemployedby any personor company[subjectto thejurisdiction]
holding a certificateof the PennsylvaniaPublicUtility Commissionor by
any Municipality Authority, Port Authority or Transportation
Authority, who operateoverregular routes in scheduledservice,evenif
suchoperatorsalso transportschoolchildren off such routes:Provided,
That such operators shall have passedperiodically administered
physical examinations required by either the Public Utility
Commission,theInterstate CommerceCommissionor the department.

Penalty.—Any personviolating any of the provisions of this section,
shall, upon summaryconviction beforea magistrate,be sentencedto pay
afine of not less thantwenty-five dollars ($25.00)andnot morethan fifty
dollars ($50.00) andcostsof prosecution,and,in default of the payment
thereof,shallundergoimprisonmentfor not lessthanten(10)days-andnot
morethan twenty-five (25) days.

Section 3. Subsections(i) and (j) of section834 of the act, amended
December9, 1969 (P.L.343),areherebyamendedto read:

Section 834. Official Inspections.—

(i) The secretary is hereby authorized and required to issue a
certificate of school businspection for every vehicleowned by, or used
undercontractwith, anyschoolor schooldistrictwhich conformswith the
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provisionsof this actincludingregulationsof the Bureauof Traffic Safety
of the department.Such certificate shall bear the approval of and be
countersignedby theCommissionerof the PennsylvaniaStatePolice.This
provision shallnot apply to motor busesoperatedby common carriers
holding a certificate of the Public Utility Commission or to motor
omnibusesoperatedby Municipality Authorities, Port Authorities or
Transportation Authorities over regular routes in scheduledservice
[under the authority of the Public Utility Commission] even if such motor
busesand motor omnibusesare also usedfor transportation of school
children off such routes: Provided, That loading zoneson any school
route, off the certificated routes of common carriers or the regular
scheduledroutesof authorities,are in businessor residencedistricts or
are loading zonesdesignatedby official signs erectedby the proper
authorities.

(j) The owner of every vehicle which is to be used for the
transportationof schoolchildrenshall,in additionto anyotherinspection
requiredby this act, submit suchvehicleto the PennsylvaniaStatePolice
sometimeduring every August,or prior to operatingsuchvehiclefor the
transportationof school children during the school year, to determine
whethersuchvehicle conformswith the provisionsof this act including
regulations of the Bureau of Traffic Safety of the department.This
provisionshall not apply to motor busesoperatedby common carriers
holding a certificate of the Public Utility Commission or to motor
omnibusesoperatedby Municipality Authorities, Port Authorities or
Transportation Authorities over regular routes in scheduledservice
[under the authority of the Public Utility Commission] even if such motor
busesand motor omnibusesare also usedfor transportation of school
children off such routes: Provided, That loading zoneson any school
route, off the certificated routes of common carriers or the regular
scheduledroutesof authorities, are in businessor residencedistricts or
are loading zonesdesignatedby official signs erectedby the proper
authorities.

***

Penalty.—Anypersonviolating any of the provisionsof subsection(d),
(e), (g), (h), U) or (k) of this section,shall, upon summaryconviction before
a magistrate,be sentencedto pay a fine of not more than ten dollars
($10.00)andcostsof prosecution,and,in defaultof the paymentthereof,
shallundergoimprisonmentfor not morethan five (5) days.Any person
violating the provisionsof subsection(h) of this section,shallbe given by
thearrestingofficer aticket,whereonshallbeindicatedthedate,timeand
placeof arrest,andsuchpersonshallnotbe proceededagainstmorethan
one(1) time within any twenty-fourhour period for the violation of said
subsection.

Section 4. Subsections(a) and (a.2) andclauses(7), (12) and (14) of
subsection(b) of section840 of the act, addedor amendedDecember9,
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1969(P.L.339),December9, 1969 (P.L.343),December9, 1969(P.L.346),
and December9, 1969 (P.L.352),areamendedto read:

Section840. SchoolBuses;Safety Requirements.—
(a) “School Bus,” for the purpose of this section, is any vehicle

registeredasa commercialvehicle,motorbusor motor omnibus,usedfor
the transportationof school children: Provided,That the term “school
bus” shall not include any motor busesoperatedby common carriers
holding a certificate of the Public Utility Commission[,who also operate
such motor busesover routes approvedby such commission] or to motor
omnibusesoperatedby Municipality Authorities, Port Authorities or
Transportation Authorities over regular routes in scheduledservice,
even if such motor busesand motor omnibusesare also usedfor
transportation of school children off such routes: Provided, That
loading zoneson anyschoolroute, off thecertificatedroutesof common
carriers or the regular scheduledroutesof authorities, are in business
or residencedistricts or are loading zonesdesignatedby official signs
erectedby the proper authorities: And providedfurther, That all such
motor buses and motor omnibuses comply with [the] such safety
regulations[of thatcommission]asthePublic Utility Commission.andthe
Bureauof Traffic Safetyof the departmentshall promulgatefor motor
busesand motor omnibuses.

***

(a.2) Existing standardsapplicableto school buseson September1,
1970 shall remainin effect until revised.Suchstandards,whenhereafter
promulgatedby the Bureauof Traffic Safety of the departmentmay be
revisednotoftenerthanonceeachyear,andwhenevernewstandardsare
adopted,they shallbe publishedat leastsix (6) monthsbeforethey shall
becomeeffective,andshallapplyonly to vehiclesthereafterpurchasedor
put in use.Wheneverany suchvehicle,other than vehiclesoperatedby
common carriersholding a certificate of the Public Utility Commission
[who alsooperatesuchvehiclesoverroutesapprovedby such-commission]or by
Municipality Authorities, Port Authorities or Transportation
Authorities overregular routesin scheduledservice,evenif suchmotor
busesand motor omnibusesare also usedfor transportation of school
children off such routes, is not classifiedas aschool bus but has apupil
seatingcapacityin excessof ten (10) pupils, the Bureauof Traffic Safety
of thedepartmentshallpromulgatestandardsrequiring by temporaryor
permanentsignsand lights the identification of suchvehicle as a school
busandtheinstallationof lampsandsignals,includingtheflashingredand
ambersignallampsvisible fromthefront andrearof suchvehiclerequired
by this act. Thelimitations as to the revisionandpublicationof standards
imposedon the Bureauof Traffic Safetyof thedepartmentby this section
shall not be applicable to the initial standardshereafterpromulgated
relativeto such vehicles,but suchlimitations shallapply thereafter.

(b) No personshall own or operate a school bus carrying school
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children on the highwaysof this Commonwealththat, in addition to the
other requirementsof this act, doesnot conformwith the following:

(7) Everyschoolbusshall be of auniform colorwhich shall be orange,
andevery suchbusshall be labeledbothin the front and in the rearwith
blackletters,not less thansix (6) inchesin height,with the words“School
Bus,” showingto the outside.Any schoolbuspurchasedor repaintedshall
be of a uniform color of nationalschoolbuschrome,andevery schoolbus
shallbe labeledboth in front and in the rear with black letters,not less
than eight (8) inchesin height, with the words “School Bus,” showingto
the outside.Thetype,sizeandform of schoolbussignsto bedisplayedby
buses[ownedand]operatedby [a personor companysubjectto the jurisdiction]
commoncarriers holding a certificateof the Public Utility Commission
and motor omnibuses operated by Municipality Authorities, Port
Authorities or Transportation Authorities over regular routes in
scheduled service, at such times as such motor buses and motor
omnibusesare used solely for transportation of school children and
chaperonesoff such routes, shall be determinedby the Secretaryof
[Revenue] Transportation and the Commissionerof the Pennsylvania
StatePolice. When a schoolbusis being operatedupon ahighway other
than for the transportationof school childreneither to or from school,all
the labelscontainingthe words “School Bus” shallbe removed,covered
or concealed.

(12) [The provisions of clause (7) of this section requiring labeling shall
apply to all buseswhenusedexclusivelyfor the transportation-of sdtooithildrets,
whether or not the bus is owned and operated by a person or company subject
to the jurisdiction of the PennsylvaniaPublic Utility Commission, but none of
the other provisions of said clauseor of clauses(9) and (9.1),of this secfrionshali
apply to busessubject to the jurisdiction of the Public Utility Commission.

(14)] Every schoolbusshall, in additionto any otherequipmentrequiredby
this act, be equippedwith one(I) mirror so locatedas to reflect to the operator
an unobstructedview of the areaimmediatelyin front of the bus.

Penalty.—Any person violating any of the provisions of this section, or
standards or regulations promulgated hereunder, shall, upon summary
conviction before a magistrate,be sentencedto pay a fine of not less than ten
dollars ($10.00) and not more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) and costs of
prosecution,and,in defaultof thepaymentthereof,shall undergoimprisonment
for not less than five (5) daysand not morethan ten (10) days. -

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 1972.
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APPROVED—The10th day of January,A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoing is a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 183.

~.

Secretary of the Commonwealth.


