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A JOINT RESOLUTION

SB 438

Proposingan amendmentto article one, section ten of the Constitutionof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniaauthorizingcourtsofcommonpleasto provide
for the initiation of criminal chargesby information.

TheGeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
resolvesas follows:

Section 1. The following amendmentto the Constitution of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniais proposed in accordancewith the
provisionsof the eleventharticle thereof:

That sectionten, article oneof the Constitutionof the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvaniabe amendedto read:

Section 10. [Criminal Information] Initiation of Criminal
Proceedings;Twice in Jeopardy;Eminent Domain.—~No] Except as
hereinafter provided no person shall, for any indictable offense, be
proceededagainstcriminally by information,exceptin casesarisingin the
land or naval forces,or in the militia, whenin actualservice,in time of
war or public danger, or by leave of the court for oppression or
misdemeanorin office. Eachof theseveralcourts of commonpleasmay,
with the approval of the SupremeCourt, providefor the initiation of
criminal proceedings therein by information filed in the manner
providedby law. No personshall, for the sameoffense,be twiceput in
jeopardyof life or limb; nor shallprivatepropertybe takenor appliedto
public use,without authority of law andwithout just compensationbeing
first madeor secured.

(This Joint ResolutionNo. 7 waspassedfor the first time at theLegis-
lative Sessionof 1971.)


