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No.6

AN ACT

HB 110

Amendingthe act of April 29, 1959 (P.L.58),entitled “An act consolidatingand
revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor Code, the Motor Vehicle Financial
ResponsibilityAct andotheractsrelating to the ownership,possessionanduse
of vehiclesand tractors,”limiting the amountof noisewhich maybeproduced
by motor vehicles,providing for the testingof motorvehiclesfor noiseby the
Secretaryof Transportationandfixing penalties.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The act of April 29, 1959 (P.L.58),known as“The Vehicle
Code,” is amendedby adding two new sectionsto read:

Section 828.2. Noise Limitations.—(a) No person shall operate
either a motor vehicleor combination of vehiclesof a typesubjectto
registration,exceptpoliceorfire equipmentorambulances,at anytime
or underanycondition ofgrade, load, accelerationor decelerationin
sucha manneras to exceedthefollowing noiselimit for thecategoryof
motorvehiclebasedon a distanceoffifty (50)feetfrom thecenter-of the
lane of travel within thespeedlimits specifiedin this section:

Speedlimit Speedlimit
of 35 mph of more

or less than 35 mph
(1) Any motor vehicle with a

manufacturer’s gross vehicle
weight rating of 7,000poundsor
more, any combination of
vehicles towed by such motor
vehicle,and any motorcycle 90 decibels 92 decibels

(2) Any other motor vehicle and
any combination of vehicles
towedby such motor vehicle 82 decibels 86 decibels
(b) The Secretary of Transportation shall adopt regulations

establishing the test proceduresand instrumentation to be utilized,
taking into considerationthe proceduresof the SocietyofAutomotive
Engineers.

(c) This section applies to the total noise from a vehicle or
combination of vehicles and shall not be construedas limiting or
precludingtheenforcementofanyotherprovisionsofthis codereMti-ng
to motor vehicleexhaustnoise.

(d) Nopersonshall havea causeofaction relating to theprovisions
of this sectionagainsta manufacturerofa vehicleora componentpart
thereofon a theorybasedupon breachofexpressor implied warranty
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unlessit is allegedandproved thatsuchmanufacturerdid notcomply
with noiselimit standardsof this actapplicable to manufacturersand
in effectat the time such vehicleor componentpart wasfirst soldfor
purposesother than resale.

Penalty.—Anypersonviolating the provisions of this section,shall,
upon summaryconviction beforea magistrate, be sentencedto pay a
fine ofnot lessthan twenty-fivedollars ($25.00)andnotmorethanone
hundreddollars ($100.00),and in defaultof thepaymentthereofshall
undergoimprisonmentfor notlessthan ten(10)daysandnotmorethan
thirty (30) days.

Section828.3. Limitations Upon NoiseProducedby New Vehicles.
—(a) Nopersonshall sellor offerfor salea newmotor vehicle,except
police or fire equipmentor ambulances,which producesa maximum
noiseexceedingthefollowing noiselimit at a distanceoffifty (50) feet
from the centerlineof travel under testproceduresestablishedby the
Secretary of Transportation taking into consideration the test
proceduresof the SocietyofAutomotiveEngineers:
(1) Any motor vehicle with a

gross vehicle weight rating of
7,000 pounds or more, any
combinationofvehiclestowedby
such vehicle, and any
motorcycle,manufacturedafter
January1, 1973 90 decibels

(2) Any other motor vehicle,and
any combination of vehicles
towed by such motor vehicle
manufacturedafterJanuary1,
1973 84 decibels
(b) Test proceduresfor compliance with this section shall be

established by the Secretary of Transportation, taking into
consideration the test procedures of the Society of Automotive
Engineers.

Penalty.—Anypersonviolating the provisionsof this section,shall,
upon summaryconvictionbefore a magistrate,be sentencedto pay a
fine ofnot lessthan twenty-fivedollars ($25.00)and notmorethan one
hundreddollars ($100.00),and in defaultof thepaymentthereofshall
undergoimprisonmentfor not lessthanten(10)daysandnotmorethan
thirty (30) days.

Section2. This actshall takeeffect September1, 1971.



SESSION OF 1972. Act No. 6 17

APPROVED—The26th day of January,A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoingis atrue andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 6.

ci.
Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


