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AN ACT

HB 1264

Regulatingtheimportationandsaleof live turtlesandprovidingfor permits to be
issuedby the Departmentof Health.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. (a) No personshallbring, causeto be brought,or transport
anylive turtle into theCommonwealthof Pennsylvania,unlesssuchturtle
or lot of turtles is accompaniedwith a permit issuedby the Department
of Health or otheragencyauthorizedby the Departmentof Health to
issuea permit.

(b) A permit shall be issued upon request if there is adequate
bacteriologicalproof that the turtles are free of salmonellae.

(c) Adequatebacteriologicalproofasusedin thisact shallconsistof a
statementissued by the chief public health official or his designated
representativeof the state from which the lot of turtles is shipped,
certifying that theturtleshavebeenfoundfreeof salmonellaebasedupon
laboratoryexaminationof six consecutivespecimenstakenat intervalsof
not less than three days found to be negative for salmonellaein a
laboratory approved for this purposeby the health authorities of the
jurisdiction from which the turtles originate.

Section 2. In those instanceswhere the turtles originate within the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,a permit may be issuedif adequate
bacteriological proof that such turtles are free of salmonellae
contaminationis submitted to the Departmentof Health. Adequate
bacteriologicalproof as used in this act shall consistof six consecutive
specimenstaken at intervals of not less than threedays found to be
negativefor salmonellaein a laboratoryapprovedfor this purposeby the
Secretaryof Health. Theresults of suchexaminationsshallbe submitted
on a form providedby the Departmentof Health.

Section3. The Secretaryof Healthor his representativeor any local
healthofficer or his representativemay at any time take samplesof tank
water or any otherappropriatesamplesfrom turtles offeredfor saleand
order the immediatedestructionof any turtles found contaminatedwith
salmonellae.

Section4. Lotsof turtlesmaybe divided into sub-lots,provideda true
copy of original adequatebacteriologicalproof shall accompanyeach
sub-lot of turtles.

Lot of turtles meansa group of turtles obtained by personor firm
obtaining original statementor certificate, from a single sourcecm the
sameday. No duplicatenumbersfor different lots may be usedby same
personor firm. Eachgroup shallbe given a lot numberandsaid number
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cannotbe reusedor duplicateduntil June 1 of eachcalendaryear.
Single sourcemeansturtles gatheredfrom the samehatcheryand/or

turtles originating from the samebreedingpond in the event there is
more than one breedingpond operatedby samepersonor firm. Single
sourceasusedhereinto be definedas: if collectedfrom the wilds, those
that canbe gatheredalong no morethan threehundredfeetof shoreor
waterline during a twelve-hour period,by the sameperson.

Section 5. No original shipperor transshippershall mix any turtles
from any numberedlot with thosefrom any othernumberedlot.

Section6. All shippingboxesor containersshallbe new andunused
prior to the packing of any turtlesaffectedby this act.

Section7. Instructionsdesignatingthe propercareandtreatmentof
live turtles shall accompanyeachretail sale of any turtle and shall be
distributedto the purchaserby the seller thereofat the time of the sale.

Section8. This act shall takeeffectJuly 1, 1972.

APPROVED—The3rd day of March, A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoingis a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 37.

c~.
Secretary of the Commonwealth.


