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No.89

AN ACT

SB 1085

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30), entitled “An act relatingto the
public schoolsystem,includingcertainprovisionsapplicableas well to private
andparochialschools;amending,revising,consolidatingandchangingiheiaws
relating thereto,”authorizingthe purchase,remodelingor leaseof buildings
and further providing for reimbursements.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section631,act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30),known as the
“Public SchoolCode of 1949,” reenactedand amendedMarch 16, 1967
(P.L.9), is amendedto read:

Section631. Powerto Incur Debt;Limitations.—Theboardof school
directors in any school district may, in any year, createand incur an
indebtednessagainstsuch school district and issuebonds to securethe
same,payableasprovidedby the act, approvedthe twenty-fifth day of
June,onethousandnine hundredforty-one (PamphletLaws 159),known
as the “Municipal Borrowing Law,” or any amendmentor re-enactment
thereof, for any or all of the following purposes:

(1) To purchaseor acquireproper sites, buildings or groundsfor
school [buildings,] use,or anylands additional to any existingschoolsites
or grounds;

(2) To erect,enlarge,equip or furnish any[school] building for school
use;

(3) To repair,remodelor rebuildanybuilding of the schooldistrict;
(4) To purchaseschoolbuses;
(5) To pay any indebtednessincurredby any municipality for or on

accountof the schooldistrict or for schoolpurposes,andrequiredby this
act to be assumedby the schooldistrict;

(6) To pay any refund of taxesdecreedby an order of court;
(7) To refund certainbonds,ashereinafterprovided;
(8) To fund floating indebtednessincurred for currentexpensesand

debt service;
(9) To fund temporary indebtednessincurred for permanent

improvements,or in anticipation of proceedsfrom a bond issue;
(10) To purchaseor acquire buildingsfor schooluse.
The indebtednessof any schooldistrict shallneverexceedfifteen (15)

per centumof the last assessedvaluation of propertytaxablefor school
purposestherein.

Section2. Section703 of the actis amendedto read:
Section703. Acquisition of Buildings, Sites for SchoolBuildingsand

Playgrounds,and Disposing Thereof.—In order to comply with the
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provisionsof this act,andsubjectto the conditionsthereof,the boardof
schooldirectorsof eachdistrict is herebyvestedwith thenecessarypower
andauthority to acquire,in the nameof the district, by purchase,lease,
gift, devise,agreement,condemnation,or otherwiseany and all [such]
schools and real estate, either vacant or occupied, including lands
theretoforeoccupiedby streetsandalleys which havebeenvacatedby
municipal authorities,and to acquire by purchase, lease,gift or devise,
other buildings approved for school use by the Department of
Educationas theboardof schooldirectorsmaydeemnecessaryto furnish
schoolbuildingsor othersuitablesitesfor properschoolpurposesfor said
district or to enlargethe groundsof any schoolproperty heldby such
district, andto sell, convey,transfer,disposeof, or abandonthe same,or
any part thereof,as the board of schooldirectorsmay determine.

Section 3. Section 731 of the act, amendedSeptember27, 1955
(P.L.651), is amendedto read:

Section 731. Approval by Departmentof Plans, etc., of Buildings;
Exceptions.—No public school building shall be contracted for,
constructed,or reconstructed,in any schooldistrict of the second,third,
or fourth class,until the plans and specificationstherefor have been
approvedby the Departmentof [Public Instruction] Education. When
ordinary repairsareproposed,suchasplastering,painting, replacement
of floors, improvementof school grounds,repairing or providing walks,
roadwaysor retaining walls, the cost of which in districtsof the second
classwill not exceedtwo thousanddollars ($2000), or in districts of the
third andfourth classwill not exceedonethousandfive hundreddollars
($1500), no approvalshall be required. Where any structuralchangeis
involved, such as moving or adding doors,windows, partitions,making
additionsor any excavations,or anywork which may affect the safetyor
health of the pupils, or any work which comesunder thejurisdiction of
anotherdepartmentof the Commonwealth,approvalof the Department
of [PublicInstruction]Educationshallberequiredregardlessof the costof
suchstructuralchange.

No schoolbuilding shall be purchasedby any school district of the
second, third or fourth class until such purchase shall have been
approvedby the Departmentof Education. Suchapproval shall not be
given unless the school building to be purchasedand any approved
structural changes or renovations meet the standards required to
operatepublic schoolbuildings of a similar agecurrently in usein the
Commonwealth.

Section4. Section2574 of theact is amendedby addingasubsection
to read:

Section 2574. Approved ReimbursableRental for LeasesHereafter
Approved and Approved Reimbursable Sinking Fund Charges on
Indebtedness._** *

CD For the purchase of any building, reimbursement shall be
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computedin thesamemanner asfor constructedschoolbuildings and
approvedbuilding cost shall be the lesserof

(1) The cost of purchasing the site and structure and the cost of
approvedrenovations including appropriatefixtures and equipment,
or

(2) For the purchaseof any building (I) the product of the rated
pupil capacityas determinedby theDepartmentof Education at the
timethepurchaseis approvedand(i) one thousandon~rhuJ~ed~sisjIlars
($1,100) in the case of elementaryschools, (ii) one thousand seven
hundred dollars ($1,700)in the caseof secondaryschools,and (iii) an
amount in thecaseofcombinedelementary-secondaryschoolsabtarned
by multiplying the rated elementarypupil capacity by one thousand
one hundreddollars ($1,100)and theratedsecondarypupil capacityby
one thousandsevenhundred dollars ($1,700)and dividing the sum by
thetotal rated pupil capacity; and (11) in the caseof renovatiotzofany
building including appropriate fixtures and equipment,
reimbursementshall be (i) one thousandtwo hundred dollars ($1,200)
for elementaryschools,(ii) one thousandthreehundred dollars-($1-,300)
for secondaryschools, and (iii) for combined elementary-secondary
schools an amount obtained by multiplying the rated elementary
capacity by one thousandtwo hundred dollars ($1,200)and the rated
secondarypupil capacity by one thousand three hundred dollars
($1,300).

Section5. This actshall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The1stday of June,A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoingis a true andcorrect copy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 89.

ci. ~tiAk~J
Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


