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Relatingto the settlementor releaseof liability for personalinjury or property
damage;andprohibiting settlements,releases,statementsandcontingentfees
or their solicitationin certainsituations.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Settlements,ReleasesandStatementsof Injured Patients;
AcknowledgementRequired;Notice.—(a)No personwhoseinterestis or
maybecomeadverseto a personinjured who is confinedto ahospitalor
sanitarium as a patient shall, within fifteen days from the date of the
occurrencecausing the person’s injury: (i) negotiate or attempt to
negotiatea settlementwith the injured patient;or (ii) obtain or attempt
to obtain a generalreleaseof liability from the injured patient; or (iii)
obtainor attemptto obtainanystatement,eitherwritten or oral from the
injuredpatient for usein negotiatinga settlementor obtainingarelease.

(b) Any settlementagreemententeredinto, any general releaseof
liability or any written or oral statementmadeby any personwho is
confinedin ahospitalorsanitariumafterheincursapersona-Finjury, which
is not obtainedin accordancewith the provisionsof section2 of this act,
requiring notice and acknowledgementshall not be evidential in any
courtactionrelatingto theinjury andshallnotbeutilized-foranypurpose
in any legal action in connectiontherewith.

(c) Whereapersonis injuredandconfinedto a hospitalor sanitarium
due to said injuries, no attorney,during the first fifteen days of said
person’sconfinement,shallenteror attemptto enterinto an agreement
relating to compensationwholly or partly on a contingentbasiswith said
personin connectionwith his injuries.

Section 2. Settlements,Releases,Statementsand Contingent Fee
Agreements; Applicability.—The provisions of this act relating to
settlements, releases, statements and contingent fee agreements
obtained,by a personwhoseinterestis or may becomeadverse,from a
patientconfinedin a hospitalor sanitariumshallnot apply, if at leastfive
days prior to obtainingthe settlement,release,statementor contingent
fee agreement,the injured party hassignified in writing, by a statement
acknowledgedbeforeanotarypublic, who hasno interestadverseto the
injured party, his willingness that a settlement, release,statementor
contingentfee agreementbe given.
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APPROVED—The9th day of June,A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoingis a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly

No. 97.

Li. %~~‘~72~L,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.


