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No. 154

AN ACT

SB 123

Amendingthe actof April 29, 1959 (P.L.58),entitled “An act consolidatingand
revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor Code, the Motor Vehicle Financial
ResponsibilityAct andotheractsrelatingto the ownership,possessionanduse
of vehiclesand tractors,” providing for the inspection of emissioncontrol
systemsanddevicesonmotorvehiclesandmakingtheremovalof suchemission
controldevicesfrom any vehicleunlawful, providinga penalty.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Subsection(a) of section834,act of April 29, 1959(P.L.58),
known as “The Vehicle Code,” amendedJuly 23, 1970 (P.L.590), is
amendedto read:

Section834. Official Inspections.—
(a) Every owner of a motor vehicle (including a commercialmotor

vehicle,motor bus,motor omnibus,truck tractor, trailer, or semi-trailer,
butnot includinga traileror semi-trailerhavinga chassisandbody weight
of less than onethousand(1000)pounds,or bicycle with motorattached,
or fertilizer trailer), being operatedin this Commonwealth,shall submit
suchmotor vehicleto suchinspectionof its mechanismandequipmentas
may be designatedby the secretary,including such emissioncontrol
systemsand devicesfor which the Secretary of Transportation, in
consultation with the Secretary of Environmental Resources,has
adopted inspection procedure and requirementswhich shall, to the
extentpossibleandpractical, beconsistentwith therequirementsofthe
“Clean Air Act” (77 Stat. 392,42 U.S.C. 1857)andanyamendmentsand
supplementsthereto.Theserequirementsshall notapply within ninety
(90) daysafter theyareadopted,shall notbechangedoftenerthan once
a year and shall apply only to thosemotorvehiclesasare required by
Federal law or regulation to be equippedwith suchemissioncontrol
systemsand devices.The inspectionof suchdevicesand systemsshall
commenceon thefirst dayoftheinspectionperiods(1) and (2)following
the adoption of such standardsby the secretary:Provided, however,
That thesecretarymayprovide that the inspectionofsuchdevicesand
systemsmaycommenceon thefirst day of the inspectionperiod next
following.

Such motor vehicle shall be inspectedtwice a year on a quarterly
inspectioncycle. Motor vehiclesinspectedin the first quarter shallbe
inspectedagainduring the third quarter;motor vehiclesinspectedin the
secondquarter shallbe inspectedagainduring the fourth quarter.

The ownerof a motor vehicleshall submitit for inspectionduring the
quarterly cycle in accordancewith regulations prescribed by the
secretary.
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Motor vehicles, trailers and semi-trailers, determined by the
departmenttobeexemptfromregistrationundertheprovisionsof section
401, subsection(f) of this act, and antique motor vehicles, if either
operatedon the public highwaysof this Commonwealthonly during the
period betweensunriseand sunset,shall be exempt from the lighting
equipmentprovisionsof this act.

The secretarymay,with the approvalof the Governor,extendthetime
for notmorethansixty (60)daysfor anyof theinspectionsrequiredby this
section,in any case,where weatherconditionsof the highwaysor any
other causewhatsoeverrenderscompliancewith the provisions of this
section within the prescribedtime difficult or impossible for a large
numberof persons.

Ownersof Pennsylvaniaregisteredvehicleswhich havebeenoutside-of
the Commonwealthcontinuouslyfor thirty (30) daysor moreand which
atthe timeof reenteringtheCommonwealthdonotbearacurrentlyvalid
inspectionstickershall,within forty-eight (48) hours of their reentering
the State,proceedto an official inspection station for inspection and
approvalof the vehicle.

Section 2. The act is amendedby addinga new sectionto read:
Section850. RemovalofEmissionControl DevicesUnlawful.— (a)

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate knowingly a vehicle
which hasbeenmanufacturedto complywith the requirementsof the
“Clean AirAct”(77 Stat.392,42U.S.C.1857),andanyamendmentsand
supplementsthereto,if any emissioncontroldeviceon-such-vehicle-has
been removed, rendered inoperative, or altered from inspection
requirementsadoptedpursuantto section 834 of this act.

(b) The owner or operator of any motor vehicleequippedwith an
emissioncontrol devicewho is notified by a peace officer that such
deviceis notfunctioningproperly shall beallowedfive(5) dayswithin
which to correctthemalfunctioningemissioncontroldevice-toeonform
with therequirementsof this act. The submissionto thepeaceofficer,
giving thenotification of a certificate issuedor executedbyan official
inspection station, showing that within five (5) days after such
notification theemissioncontrol devicehas been repaired to conform
with the requirementsof this act, shall relieve the owner or operator
from arrest. Unlesssuchcertificate, showing that the emissioncontrol
devicehasbeencorrectedasrequiredin this act is receivedby thepeace
officer within ten (10) daysfrom thedateofnotification, information
for arrest shall be made.

Penalty.—Anypersonviolating any of theprovisionsof this section
shall, upon summaryconviction, be sentencedto pay a fine of one
hundreddollars ($100.00)and costsof prosecutionand, in default of
paymentthereof,shall undergoimprisonmentfor notmorethan thirty
(30) days.
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Section3. This actshall takeeffect ninety days from the dateof its
final enactment.

APPROVED—The16th dayof June,A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoingis a true andcorrectcopy of Act of theGeneralAssembly
No. 154.

c~.
Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


