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No. 195

AN ACT

HB 2152

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P1.30),entitled “An act relating to the
public school system,includingcertainprovisionsapplicableas well to private
andparochialschools;amending,revising,consolidatingandchangingthe laws
relating thereto,” providing for the loan of textbooksand the furnishing of
materialsandequipmentfor thebenefitof childrenattendingnonpublicschools
in the Commonwealth.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30),known as the “Public
SchoolCodeof 1949,” is amendedby adding a sectionto read:

Section ‘923-A. Loan of Textbooks, Instructional Materials and
Equipment, Nonpublic School Children.—(a) Legislative Findings;
Declaration of Policy. The welfareofthe Commonwealthrequiresthat
the presentand future generationsof school agechildren be assured
ampleopportunity to developto thefullest their inteitectuatcapacities.
To further this objective, the Commonwealthprovides, through tax
fundsoftheCommonwealth,textbooksand instructional materialsfree
of charge to children attending public schools within the
Commonwealth.Approximately one quarter of all children in the
Commonwealth, in compliance with the compulsory attendance
provisionsofthis act,attendnonpublicschools.Although their parents
are taxpayersof the Commonwealth, thesechildren do not receive
textbooksor instructional materialsfrom the Commonwealth.It is the
intent of the GeneralAssemblyby this enactmentto assuresuch a
distribution of such educational aids that every school child in the
Commonwealthwill equitably sharein the benefitsthereof

(b) Definitions. Thefollowing terms,wheneverusedor referred to
in this section, shall have the following meanings,except in those
circumstanceswherethe contextclearly indicatesotherwise:

“Instructional equipment” means instructional equipment, other
thanfixtures annexedto andforming part of the real estate,which is
suitable for and to be used by children and/or teachers. The term
includes but is not limited to projection equipment, recording
equipment, laboratory equipment,and anyother educationalsecular,
neutral, non-ideological equipment as may be of benefit to the
instructionof nonpublicschoolchildren andare presentlyor hereafter
providedfor public schoolchildren of the Commonwealth.

“Instructional materials” means books, periodicals, documents,
pamphlets,photographs, reproductions,pictorial or graphic works,

“922-A.” in original.
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musical scores,maps,charts, globes,sound recordings, including but
not limited to thoseon discsand tapes,processedslides,transparencies,
films,filmstrips, kinescopes,and videotapes,or any otherprintedand
published materials of a similar nature made by any method now
developedor hereafterto be developed.The term includessuch other
secular, neutral, non-ideological materials as are of benefit 10 the
instruction ofnonpublicschoolchildren andare presentlyor hereafter
providedfor public school children of the Commonwealth.

“Nonpublic school” meansany school, other than a public school
within the CommonwealthofPennsylvania,whereina residentof the
Commonwealthmay legally fulfill the compulsoryschoolattendance
requirementsofthis act and which meettherequirementsof Title VI of
the Civil RightsAct of 1964 (Public Law 88-352).

“Textbooks”meansb3oks,reusableworkbooks,or manuals,whether
bound or in looseleafform, intendedfor use as a principal sourceof
study materialfor a given classor group of students,a copyof which
is expectedto be availablefor the individual use ofeachpupil in such
classor group. Suchtextbooksshall be textbookswhich are acceptable
for use in any public, elementary, or secondary school of the
Commonwealth.

(c) Loan of Textbooks. The Secretaryof Education directly, or
through the intermediate units, shall have the power and duty to
purchasetextbooksand, upon individual request,to loan them to all
children residing in the Commonwealthwho are enrolled in grades
kindergarten through twelve of a nonpublic school wherein the
requirementsofthe compulsoryattendanceprovisionsof this act may
be met. Suchtextbooksshall be loanedfree to suchchildren subject to
such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretaryof
Education.

(d) Purchase of Books. The secretary shall not be required to
purchaseor otherwiseacquire textbooks,pursuant to this section,the
total costofwhich, in anyschoolyear, shall exceedan amountequal to
ten dollars ($10) multiplied by thenumberof children residing in the
Commonwealthwho on thefirst day ofOctoberofsuchschoolyear are
enrolled in gradeskindergartenthrough twelveofa nonpublic school
within the Commonwealth in which the requirements of the
compulsoryattendanceprovisionsof this act maybe met.

(e) Purchaseof Instructional Materials and Equipment.Pursuant
to requestsfrom theappropriatenonpublic schoolofficial on behalfof
nonpublic school pupils, the Secretaryof Education shall hase the
powerandduty to purchasedirectly, or through theintermediateunits,
or otherwise acquire, and to loan to such nonpublic schools,
instructional materialsand equipment,usefulto theeducationofsuch
children, thetotal costofwhich, in anyschoolyear, shall bean amount
equalto but not morethan twenty-fivedollars ($25)multiplied by the
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numberofchildren residingin theCommonwealthwho on thefirst day
of Octoberof such school year, are enrolled in grades kindergarten
through twelveofa nonpublic school in which the requirementsofthe
compulsoryattendanceprovisions of this act may be met.

Section 2. If a part of this act is invalid, all valid parts that are
severablefrom the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of this act is
invalid, in oneor moreof its applications,the partremainsin effect in all
valid applicationsthat are severablefrom the invalid applications.

Section 3. This act shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The12thday of July, A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoingis a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 195.

Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


