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AN ACT

HB 1739

Amendingthe actof May 2, 1929 (P.L.1237),entitled “An actaffectingmarital
relations;prescribinggroundsandregulatingproceedingsfor divorce and the
annulmentof bigamousmarriages;and amending,revising,and consolidating
thelawrelatingthereto,”providingthatinsanityor seriousmentaldisordershall
be groundsfor a divorceandproviding for a permanentallowance.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section10, act of May 2, 1929 (P.L.1237),known as “The
Divorce Law,” is amendedby addinga subsectionto read:

Section 10. Groundsfor Divorce from Bond of Matrimony.—

4. Where there is insanity or seriousmental disorder which has
resultedin confinementin a mentalinstitutionfor at leastthreeyears
immediately before the filing of the complaint, where there is no
reasonably foreseeable prospect of the defendant spouse’s being
dischargedfrom inpatient careduring the next threeyearssubsequent
to thefiling of the complaint.A presumptionthat no suchprospectof
discharge exists shall be established by a certificate of the
superintendentof such institution to that effect and such certificate
shall include a supportingstatementof a treating physician.

Section2. The act is amendedby adding a sectionto read:
Section48. PermanentAllowance Where Defendantis Insaneor

Sufferingfrom SeriousMental Disorder.—Incaseof theapplication of
a spousefor divorcefrom a spousewho is insane or sufferingfrom
serious mental disorder, the court, or a judge thereof to whom the
application is made,shall havethepower beforegranting the divorce
to decreean allowancefor thesupportof thedefendantspousein such
amount as it may direct. The allowance herein provided may be
subsequentlyadjustedto conform to changedconditions.

Section3. Section53 of the act is repealed.
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