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No. 258

AN ACT

HB 1618

Amending the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206),entitled “An act concerning
townshipsof thefirst class;amending,revising,consolidating,andchangingthe
law relating thereto,”providing for thesale of property.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1501, act of June24, 1931 (P.L.1206), known as
“The First ClassTownshipCode,” reenactedandamendedMay 27, 1949
(P.L.1955)and amendedJuly 31, 1968 (P.L.897),is amendedto read:

Section 1501. Suits, Property.—Townshipsof the first classmay—
I. Sue andbe sued.
II. Purchase,acquireby gift, or otherwise,hold, lease,let andconvey,

by saleor lease,suchrealandpersonalpropertyasshallbe deemedto be
to the bestinterestof the township:Provided,That no realestateowned
by the townshipshallbe soldfor a considerationin excessof five hundred
dollarsexceptto the highestbidderafterduenoticeby advertisementfor
bids in one newspaperof general circulation in the township. Such
advertisementshallbe publishedoncenot less than ten daysprior to the
datefixed for the openingof bids,andsuchdatefor openingbids shallbe
announcedin suchadvertisement.The acceptanceof bids shallbe made
only by public announcementat aregularor specialmeetingof the board
of township commissioners.All bids shallbe acceptedon the condition
thatpaymentof thepurchasepricein full shallbe madewithin sixty days
of the acceptanceof bids,

Except as otherwisehereinafter provided in the case of personal
propertyof an estimatedsalevalueof less than two hundreddollars, no
township personalproperty shall be disposedof, by sale or otherwise,
except upon approval of the board of township commissioners,by
ordinance or resolution. In cases where the board of township
commissionersshallapprovea saleof suchproperty, it shallestimatethe
sale value of the entire lot to be disposedof. If the board of township
commissionersshallestimatethe sale valueto be two hundreddollarsor
more, the entire lot shall be advertisedfor sale once, in at least one
newspaperof generalcirculation in thetownship,not less than ten days
prior to the datefixed for the openingof bids, andsuchdateof opening
of bidsshallbeannouncedin suchadvertisement,andsaleof theproperty
soadvertisedshall be madeto the bestresponsiblebidder. Theboardof
township commissionersshall haveauthority, by resolution, to adopt a
procedurefor the sale of surpluspersonalpropertyof an estimatedsale
valueof lessthan two hundreddollars and the approvalof the board of
townshipcommissionersshallnot berequiredfor any individual salethat
shallbe madein conformity to suchprocedure.
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The provisionsof this clauseshallnot be mandatorywheretownship
propertyis to be tradedin or exchangedfor new townshipproperty.

The provisionsof this clauseshallnotprohibit the saleor exchangeof
township property to public utilities.

The provisionsof this clauserequiring advertisingfor bids andsale to
the highestbidder shall not apply where township real or personal
property is to be sold to a county, city, borough, town, township,
institution district,schooldistrict,ormunicipalauthoritypursuantto the
Municipality Authorities Act of 1945, or to a nonprofit corporation
engagedin communityindustrialdevelopmentor whererealpropertyis
to be sold to apersonfor his exclusiveuse in an industrialdevelopment
programor whererealpropertyis to besoldto a nonprofit corpora~tion
organizedasa public library. When real property is to be sold to a
nonprofit corporation organized as a public library the board of
township commissioners may elect to accept such nominal
considerationfor such saleas it shall deemappropriate.

Any officer who sellsandeachofficer whovotesin favor of selling any
townshipproperty,either realor personal,without the provisionsof this
sectionhavingbeencompliedwith, shallbe subjectto surchargein the
amountof anyloss sustainedby the townshipby reasonof suchsale.

APPROVED—The26th day of October,A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoingis a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 258.

Secretarp of the Commonwealth.


