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Providing certaingrants to ownersor operatorsof farms who suffered flood
damageas aresultof theGreatStormandFloodof September,1971 andJune,
1972.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Eligibility for Grants.—Commonwealthpaymentsmaybe
madeto personsowningor operatingfarmssituatein the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvaniaon or beforeJuly 1, 1972,who suffereddamageto their
land,crops,livestock,farmhome,buildings,machineryandanyotherreal
or personalpropertylocatedthereonor connectedtherewithas a result
of the floods of September1971,andJune,1972,andwhohaveapplied
for financialassistance:Provided,That thetotal loss to their land,crops,
livestock,farmhome,buildings,machinery,andanyotherrealorpersonal
propertycombinedmaybe ascertainedin accordancewith the amount
approvedby the Farmers Home Administration or Small Business
AdministrationDisasterLoanor by anyotherFederalagency.

Section2. Payments.—(a)Paymentsto anysuchpersondeterminedto
be eligible under section 1 of this act shallnot exceedthe lesserof: (1)
fifteenper centof the damagesattributableto saidfloodsin excessof five
thousanddollars($5,000)or (ii) five thousanddollars($5,000).Damagesas
usedin thissectionshallnotincludeprefloodindebtednesswhichhasbeen
consolidatedwith the propertyloss,nor shall it includeanyloss covered
by an insurancepolicy. Any additional compensationor otherassistance
received from the United States, except for the Farmers Home
Administrationloan,or from theCommonwealth,or from otheragencies,
shall be addedto increasethe five thousanddollars ($5,000)basenot
eligible in computationof the grant.

(b) If sufficient fundsarenot allocatedherein,distributionof grants
shallbe on a pro ratabasis.

(c) Six per cent shallbe addedto all grantshereunder.
Section 3. Administration.—A1l grants under this act shall be

administeredby the PennsylvaniaDepartmentof Agriculture, and the
actualextentof damagesfor anyapplicantshallbedeterminedthrough
the FarmersHomeAdministrationloanapplicationdamagereportsand
other applicable documents, and through investigation by the
Departmentof Agriculture of the Commonwealth.In conductingany
investigationsthe Departmentof Agriculturemayutilize the servicesof
theDepartmentof Revenue.

Section4. Time for Application.—All applicationsfor grantsshallbe
submittedwithin onehundredtwentydaysafterthe effectivedateof this
act.
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Section5. Allocation of Funds.—Asumnot to exceedtwelve million
dollars ($12,000,000)shallbe allocatedby the Governorfor the purpose
of administeringand implementingthis act from funds madeavailable
underthe EmergencyDisasterReliefAct ofJuly 7, 1972 (No.18-A).Any
fundsunencumberedor unexpendedafter all claimsunderthis acthave
beenfinally determinedshall be returnedto the EmergencyDisaster
ReliefFund.

Section 6. Penalty.—Anypersonmaking a false claim under the
provisionsof this actshallbe subject to a penaltyin the amountof three
timestheamountof thegrantwith interestattherateof six percentfrom
the date of the grant. Such a penalty may be enforced by the
Commonwealthin an assumpsitactionandcollectedin themannerthat
otherdebtsdueandowing the Commonwealtharecollected.

Section7. RulesandRegulations.—TheSecretaryof Agricultureshall
promulgaterulesandregulationsconsistentwith this act for the orderly
andproperadministrationthereof.

Section8. Severability.—Ifanyprovisionof thisactor theapplication
thereofto anypersonor circumstanceisheldinvalid, suchinvalidity shall
not affect otherprovisionsor applicationsof this actwhich canbegiven
effect without the invalid applicationor provision, and to this end the
provisionsof this actaredeclaredto be severable.

Section9. Effective Date.—Thisactshall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The17th dayof July, A. D. 1973.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoingis atrue andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly

No. 45.

ce..
Secretary of the Commonwealth.


