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No. 61

AN ACT

SB 104

AmendingtheactofJune13,1967(P.L.31,No.21),entitled“An actto consolidate,
editorially revise,andcodify thepublic welfarelaws of the Commonwealth,”
furtherprovidingfor interstateplacementof.children,prescribingpowersand
dutiesof the Departmentof Public Welfare,and providingpenalties.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Theheadingof subarticle(d) of Article VII, actofJune13,
1967 (P.L.31,No.21),knownasthe “Public WelfareCode,” is amendedto
read:

ARTICLE VII
CHILDREN AND YOUTH

***

(d) InterstatePlacementof [Nonresident]Children

Section2. Sections741,742,743,744and745of theactarerepealed.
Section3. The act is amendedby addingsectionsto read:
Section746. Definitions.—Asusedin this act:
“Child” meansanyindividual whohasnotyetpassedhiseighteenth

birthday and includesoneconceivedbut not yet born.
“Department” means the Departmentof Public Welfare of this

Commonwealth.
“Person” meansan individual, agency,association,corporation or

institution.
“Placement” means either effecting admission of a child to an

institution, exceptan educationalinstitution, or effectinghisreception
in a family home,whetheror not a chargeis madefor his careby the
institution or family home.

Section 747. ConsentRequiredfor Bringing Child into State.—(a)
Withoutfirst obtaining theconsentof thedepartment,no personshall
bring or sendany child or causehim to be brought or sentinto this
Commonwealthwith the purpose of placementor of procuring the
child’s adoption.

(b) Subsection(a) of this section shall not apply if the child is
received into this Commonwealth by an institution or agency
supervisedby the departmentand notice of the child’s placementis
furnishedthe departmentwithin sevendays.

Section 748. Department’sConsentto Placement.—Beforeissuing
its consentto a child’s placementin this Commonwealthasrequired in
section747, the departmentshall:
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(1) Satisfyitself that theproposedplacementandall arrangements
therefor,are suitablefor thenature of thechild and are in conformity
with applicable regulationsof the department;

(2) Receivefrom the personacceptingthe child for placementor
adoptionwritten agreementto conformto all applicableregulationsof
the departmentand,at leastsemi-annually,and at suchother timesas
thedepartmentmayrequire, to report as to thelocationandwell-being
of the child until he reacheshis eighteenthbirthday or is adopted.

Section 749. Bond Required; Forfeiture and Assignment.—Atits
discretion, the departmentmay require of the person bringing or
sendinga child into this Commonwealthfor placementor adoptionor
ofthepersonwhoreceivessuchchild, an indemnitybondin favor ofthe
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain the penal sum of one thousand
dollars ($1,000)conditionedasfollows: Thatthechildis notofunsound
mind or body and that, if prior to his eighteenth birthday or his
adoption, he becomesa public chargeor is adjudgeda delinquent,he
will be removedfrom theState on demandof thedepartment.

Any person,subject to this act, having had thirty days’ noticeand
demandby thedepartmentto removefrom theStateanychild admitted
undertheprovisionsof this act shall, uponfailure to removethechild,
forfeit thesumofonethousanddollars ($1,000)asa penalty thereforto
be recovered upon such bond by a suit in the name of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania. This sum, or any part thereof,
collectedby the Commonwealthmaybeassignedby thedepartmentto
a supervisedchild caring agency designatedby the department to
replacethe child.

Section 750. Notice of Movement of Child from this
Commonwealth.—Nopersonshall takeanychild, sendor causehim to
be takenor sent to another statefor the purposeof placementor of
procuring his adoption without providing information to the
departmentabout the child and his placement.Thedepartmentshall
immediatelysendsuch information to the appropriatedepartmentof
governmentof the receiving state.

Section 751. Regulations.—The department may make such
regulationsfor theadministration of this act as it deemsnecessary.

Section 752. Application.—Theprovisions of this act shall not
apply to a parent, stepparent,grandparent,aunt or uncle, nor to an
adult brother,sister,half brotheror half sister,whenanysuchrelative
receivesor brings a child into this Commonwealthfor thepurposeof
giving him a homein the relative’s ownfamily,

If Pennsylvania becomesa party to the Interstate Compact on
Children, this act shall not apply to public or voluntary agenciesin
otherparty states.

Section 753. Penalty.—Anyperson who knowingly violates any
provisionof this act is guilty of a misdemeanorand, upon conviction
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thereof,shall besentencedto pay afine of not morethan onehundred
dollars ($100) or to undergo imprisonmentfor not morethan thirty
days or both.

Section 4. This act shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The27th day of July, A. D. 1973.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoingis a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 61.

Li. t724A’
Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


