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(This Joint ResolutionNo.2 was passedfor the first time at the Legislative
Sessionof 1971 as Joint ResolutionNo.7 and for the secondtime at the
LegislativeSessionof 1973andwasapprovedby theelectorateon November6,
1973.)

No.2

A JOINT RESOLUTION

SB 117
Proposinganamendmentto articleone,sectionten of theConstitutionof the

Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniaauthorizingcourts of common pleas to
provide for the initiation of criminal chargesby information.

TheGeneralAssemblyofthe Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
resolvesas follows:

Section 1. The following amendmentto the Constitution of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniais proposedin accordancewith the
provisionsof the eleventharticle thereof:

That section ten, article one of the Constitution of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniabeamendedto read:

Section 10. [Criminal Information] Initiation of Criminal
Proceedings;Twice in Jeopardy;Eminent Domain.—~No]Exceptas
hereinafter providedno personshall, for any indictable offense,be
proceededagainstcriminally by information,exceptin casesarising in
the landor navalforces,or in themilitia, whenin actualservice,in time
of war or public danger,or by leave of the court for oppressionor
misdemeanorin office.Eachoftheseveralcourtsofcommonpleasmay,
with theapprovalof theSupremeCourt, providefor theinitiation of
criminal proceedingstherein by information filed in the manner
providedby law. No personshall, for the sameoffense,betwiceputin
jeopardyof life or limb; nor shallprivatepropertybetakenor appliedto
public use, without authority of law and without just compensation
being first madeor secured.

Section 2. The proposedamendmentshall be submittedby the
Secretaryof the Commonwealthto thequalifiedelectorsof theState,at
the electionnext held after the advertisingrequirementsof article
eleven, section one of the Constitution of the Commonwealthof
Pennsylvaniahavebeensatisfied.


