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No. 103

AN ACT

FIB 1661

Directingthe Departmentof Military Affairs to establishone-stopinformation
and assistancecentersfor veteransand making an appropriation.

TheGeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Statement of Purpose.—ThePennsylvaniaGeneral
Assembly recognizesthat a large numberof Pennsylvaniaveterans,
manyfrom the VietnamWar, havenottakenadyantageof benefitsthat
are availableto them as veterans,It is the intentof this bod~toassist
theseveteransin acquiringeducationalandtechnicalskills, adequate
housing,andsecuringemploymentin fields relatedto their skills and
potential.In recognitionof the immediacyof this problemandof their
duty to fulfill this need the GeneralAssembly establishesone-stop
informationandassistancecentersto serve Pennsylvania’sveterans.

Section 2. Functions.—TheDepartment of Military Affairs is
directedto:

(1) Contactveteransandprovideinformationconcerningassistance
andbenefitsavailable to them.

(2) Establish up to fifteen one-stopinformation and assistance
centersthroughouttheCommonwealth,thelocationof which shouldbe
determinedon the basisof geographicandpopulationequity.

(3) Thecentersareto belocatedin existingStatefacilities whenever
possible.

(4) The departmentshall train staffpersonnelwho shallpreferably
have had previousexperiencein counselingveteransand who can
maintain a liaison with veteransorganizations,county directorsof
veterans affairs, the Veterans’ Administration, State agencies,
universitycounselors,andothermembersof the communitynecessary
to fulfill their function.

(5) Establisha central information office with a toll free phone
numberunderthe directionof the deputyadjutantfor veteransaffairs.
Theoffice shouldbesufficiently staffedto fulfill the conceptof a one-
stopcenter.

(6) File a reportof its activities to theGeneralAssemblyattheend
of eachfiscal year.

Section 3. Appropriation.—Thesum of threehundredthousand
dollars($300,000)or asmuchthereofasis necessary,isappropriatedto
the Departmentof Military Affairs for the fiscalyear1973-1974tostaff
andmaintain the information andassistancecenters.

Section 4. Effective Date.—Thisact shall takeeffect immediately
andwill end November30, 1975.
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Office of the Secretaryof the Commonwealth

Harrisburg,June 17, 1974

I do certify that the above bill, entitled “An act directing the
Departmentof Military Affairs to establishone-stopinformation and
assistancecentersfor veteransand making an appropriation,”was
presentedto theGovernoron thefourthdayofJune,onethousandnine
hundredandseventy-four,andwasnot returnedwithin tendaysafterit
had been presented to him, wherefore it has, agreeably to the
Constitutionof this Commonwealth,becomea law in like manneras if
he hadsigned it.

Barton A. Fields

DeputySecretaryof the Commonwealth


