
690 Act No. 230 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

No. 230

ANACT

HB 1628

Relatingto interpretersfor thedeafand personswhosehearingis impairedin
criminal proceedings.

TheGeneralAssemblyoftheCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. LegislativePolicy.—It is herebydeclaredto bethepublic
policy of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniathat the rightsof persons
who are deafcannotbe fully protectedunlessqualifiedinterpretersare
availableto assistsuch personsin criminal proceedings.

Theintentof thisact isto provideaprocedurefor theappointmentof
interpretersto assistsuch personsin criminal proceedings.

Section2. Definitions.—Asused in this act:
(I) The term “deaf’ shall meanpersonswho are deaf or whose

hearing is so impaired that they are unable to understandor
communicatethe spokenEnglish language.

(2) Theterm “interpreter”shallmeana personqualifiedandtrained
to translatefor or communicatewith personsdefinedas “deaf’ in this
section. Any personcertified by the National or Local Registryof
Interpretersfor the Deaforsimilarregistryshallbeconsideredqualified
for the purposesof this act.

Section 3. Appointmentof an Interpreter.—(a)In any criminal
proceedingin which a defendantis deaf the court shall appoint an
interpreterto assistsaid personthroughoutthe proceeding.

(b) Upon arrestfor any allegedviolation of any penalor criminal
law, andprior tointerrogatingthedeafperson,thearrestingofficershall
makeavailableto such personaninterpreterwho shallbepresentwith
suchpersonthroughoutthe interrogation.

Section4. Paymentof theInterpreter.—Anypersonqualifiedtoact
asan interpreterpursuantto this act shall receivecompensationasthe
court shall fix. Suchcostsshallnot be placedon the defendant.

Section 5. Oath of Interpreters.—The interpretershall swearor
affirm thathe shallmakea trueinterpretationto said deafpersonsand
that he will repeatthe statementsof said deafpersonsto thebestof his
skill.
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APPROVED—The10thday of October,A. D. 1974.

MILTON J. SHAPP

Theforegoingis a trueandcorrectcopy of Act of theGeneralAssembly
No. 230.

ci.
Secretary of the Commonwealth.


